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ABSTRACT 

Social media is a democratic forum. It is a medium where the man on the streets is seen, heard and has the 

ability to influence another. This is more so in the case of politics, wherein the average citizen speaks out for 

himself and others through social networking sites like Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. In doing so, he voices 

his opinions in varied creative forms including memes. Internet memes are viral text, images and video that 

throws light on recent issues and come with a witty or humorous caption and more often, a satirical twist. 

Internet meme culture is now an inherent part of Tamilnadu politics wherein memes are created and 

disseminated on key political issues and events. They are popular among the Tamil-speaking young adults and 

middle-aged, internet-friendly population who have grown up and lived in a culture that thrives on political 

commentary.This quantitative study seeks to understand how the internet memes on Tamilnadupolitics serve as 

a platform for dialogue and deliberation in the Tamilnadu political scenario. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The growing popularity of social media has ensured greater democratization in terms of giving voice to 

people who have no say in the workings of the mainstream media. The power to voice and shape opinions has 

swiftly shifted from the hands of a few ‘elite’ to the fingers of several thousands, thanks to the level playing 

field that is social media. Social networking platforms like Facebook, Twitter and Instagram have ensured that 

everyone has a voice and that voice is heard, loud and clear beyond the humdrum and the political economy of 

mainstream stream. Individuals, especially, youngsters and the increasingly, tech-savvy middle-age group use 

these platforms to express their opinions on a wide range of issues from health to lifestyle to sports and politics.  

When it comes to politics, social media has become the hotbed for political commentary wherein each political 

issue or event that is reported on mainstream and online media is immediately dissected, analyzed and 

commented upon with great enthusiasm by the online citizen. Political satire in the form of memes are one of 

the most creative and popular political commentaries that traverse the social media space. An Internet meme is a 

concept or idea that spreads "virally" from one person to another via the Internet. The most common meme is an 

image of a person or animal with a funny or witty caption (Beal, Vangie: Webopedia, 2019).  

Internet meme culture is now an integral part of Tamilnadu politics.Memes are created and 

disseminated on key political issues and events as and when ‘breaking news’ happens and they are shared and 
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commented upon with great zeal. They are popular among the Tamil-speaking young adults and middle-aged, 

internet-friendly population who have grown up and lived in a culture that thrives on political commentary. In a 

sense, political memes are a humorous, satirical take on Tamilnadu politics and also encourage a culture of 

rational dialogue and plausible deliberation about political happenings in the state.  

2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Díaz, Carlos Mauricio Castaño (2013) defines the internet meme as a unit of information that 

replicates while passing on the internet as hyper-link, video, image, or phrase. It is either passed on as a copy or 

it evoles as it passes on the internet. The meme evoles by a change in the meaning while retaining the structure 

or it can also be the other way roind. It spreads as a virus at a great speed. It can be interactive and creative.  

Dainas, Ashley (2015) while studying the 'Keep Calm and Carry On' series of internet memes found 

that the memes were altered in patterns that were largely predictable. The study also found that 'getting it' or 

understanding the meme affected the humour rating of the meme. Parodies were understood greater than other 

forms of humour. People who got the context and the message of the meme found it funnier than others who did 

not do so. The study also found that some people blended the minimal information available on the meme to 

arrive at the message and the humour. 

Lombard, Elaine (2014) found out that memes create online identities in such that as the memes that 

one wishes to share one creates his or her own online identity. This helps people stay connected to one another 

in the online space. Memes as signs are suggestive of their own connotative meanings, myths and ideologies 

which also contributes to the online persona of its user and disseminator on social media. 

Friedlander, Judith and  Riedy, Chris (2015) while studying ways to engage social media audience 

through memes in a 'Meat-free Mondays,' meat reduction campaign found that graphic humour in the form of 

culture jamming and use of celebrities in strongly identifiable way in the memes helped promote the campaign 

on social media. They also found that if the memes aligned with their lifestyle and their way of thinking they 

were more likely to share them and meld agendas with the campaign. Simple message and a simple design in the 

memes were well-received by the participants of the study. 

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1. Statement of the Problem 

Memes are funny, interesting and entertaining pieces of satire in the form of text, video and images. 

Political memes satire the current political trends that are happening around the world. Political memes on 

Tamilnadu politics are a commentary on the political scenario in the state. But do they go beyond being 

entertainment and create an atmosphere for political dialogue? Do they make people think and deliberate on key 

political issues? How do the audience of these memes perceive them, receive them and use the messages that 

these memes deliver? These are some of the themes that this study addresses. 

3.2. Research Design 

This study uses quantitative research technique to study political memes based on Tamilnadu politics 

and to identify their role in creating a culture of dialogue and deliberation. 
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For the quantitative study, the researcher used a questionnaire that had both closed and open-ended 

questions along with a Likert-type scale to study if political memes on social media enable political discussions 

and dialogue. 

The sampling methodology used for the quantitative study was purposive sampling as only respondents 

who speak Tamil and use social media were included in the study. The questionnaire was administered to 

respondents in Coimbatore, Salem districts of Tamilnadu and Bengaluru in Karnataka during the month of 

January, 2019. The sample size was 100 and after sampling error was taken into consideration, 99 responses 

were chosen for analysis and interpretation.  

4. DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION: 

A questionnaire with open and closed-ended questions and a Likert-type scale was administered to 100 

respondents. After accounting for sampling error, 99 responses were analysed using percentiles.  

Table 1: Seen Political Memes on Social Media 

S.No. Seen Political Memes  Frequency Percentage 

1 Yes 99 100% 

2 No 0 0 

All respondents have seen political memes on social media. 

Table 2: Kind of Political Memes Seen 

S.No. Kind of Political Memes  Frequency Percentage 

1 Memes related to International politics 0 0 

2 Memes related to National level 

Indian politics 

11 11.1% 

3 Memes related to State level politics 26 26.3% 

4 All of the above 62 62.6% 

5 None of the above 0 0 

Majority of the respondents have seen memes related to international, national and state level 

Tamilnadu politics based memes  (62.6%) which was followed by respondents (26.3%) who have seen only 

state level Tamilnadu politics based memes.  

Table 3: Like to See and Read Political Memes 

S.No. See and Read Political Memes  Frequency Percentage 

1 Yes 62 62.6% 

2 No 11 11.1% 

3 Maybe 26 26.3% 

Majority of the respondents like see and read political memes (62.6%) while few are unsure of the 

same (26.3%). 
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Table 4:  Follow Political Meme Pages 

S.No. Follow Political Meme Pages   Frequency Percentage 

1 Yes 38 38.4% 

2 No 58 58.6% 

3 Can’t remember 3 3% 

Despite their willingness to see and read political memes, majority of the respondents do not follow 

political meme pages on social meda (58.6%). This could be because memes are a viral form of communication 

that travels across social media platforms, so even if they do not follow meme pages, social media users have 

access to memes through shares across social media.  

Table 5:  Shared Political Memes 

S.No. Shared Political Memes   Frequency Percentage 

1 Yes 26 26.2% 

2 No 68 68.6% 

3 Can’t remember 5 5% 

Despite their willingness to see and read political memes, majority of the respondents do not share 

political memes (68.6%) on social media.  

Table 6:  Created Political Memes 

S.No. Created Political Memes Frequency Percentage 

1 Yes 1 1% 

2 No 98 99% 

3 Maybe 0 0% 

Only one respondent (1%) has actually created a political meme, while the majority (99%) have never 

been involved in the above mentioned activity.  

Table 7: Political Memes are funny 

S.No. Statement Frequency Percentage 

1 Strongly Agree 31 31.3% 

2 Agree 42 42.4% 

3 Neutral 22 22.2% 

4 Disagree 4 4.0% 

5 Strongly Disagree  0 0 

Majority of the respondents agree that political memes are funny (42.4%) while 31.3% of the 

respondents strongly agree with the same.  
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Table 8: Political memes mock the state of politics in Tamilnadu. 

S.No. Statement Frequency Percentage 

1 Strongly Agree 34 34.3% 

2 Agree 38 38.3% 

3 Neutral 23 23.2% 

4 Disagree 4 4.0% 

5 Strongly Disagree  0 0 

Majority of the respondents agree (38.3%) that political memes mock the state of politics in Tamilnadu 

while 34.3% of the respondents strongly agree to the same. 

 

Table 9: Political memes help people think about political issues seriously. 

S.No. Statement Frequency Percentage 

1 Strongly Agree 42 42.4% 

2 Agree 45 45.5% 

3 Neutral 4 4.0% 

4 Disagree 4 4.0% 

5 Strongly Disagree  4 4.0% 

 

Respondents agree (45.5%) and strongly agree (42.4%) that political memes help people think about 

political issues seriously.  

Table 10: Political memes help people form opinions about politicians and political issues. 

S.No. Statement Frequency Percentage 

1 Strongly Agree 26 26.2% 

2 Agree 46 46.5% 

3 Neutral 19 19.2% 

4 Disagree 8 8.1% 

5 Strongly Disagree  0 0 

Majority of the respondents agree (46.5%) agree that political memes help form opinions about 

politicians and political issues while a small minority (8.1%) disagree with the same.  

Table 11: Sharing Political Memes help people share their political views 

S.No. Statement Frequency Percentage 

1 Strongly Agree 14 14.1% 

2 Agree 58 58.6% 

3 Neutral 19 19.2% 

4 Disagree 8 8.1% 

5 Strongly Disagree  0 0 
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Majority of the respondents (58.6%) agree that sharing political memes help people share political 

views while a few (19.2%) are neutral about the same.  

Table 12: Political memes helps people discuss about political issues in a healthy, constructive manner. 

S.No. Statement Frequency Percentage 

1 Strongly Agree 11 11.1% 

2 Agree 42 42.4% 

3 Neutral 22 22.2% 

4 Disagree 20 20.2% 

5 Strongly Disagree  4 4.0% 

Majority of the respondents agree (42.4%) that political memes helps people discuss about political 

issues in a healthy, constructive manner while several of them (22.2%) do not have an opinion on the statement 

while 20.2% disagree with the statement.  

Table 13: Political memes encourages people to debate on political issues 

S.No. Statement Frequency Percentage 

1 Strongly Agree 11 11.1% 

2 Agree 66 66.7% 

3 Neutral 11 11.1% 

4 Disagree 11 11.1% 

5 Strongly Disagree  0 0 

Majority of the respondents agree (66.7%) that political memes encourages people to debate on 

political issues and an equal percentage of respondents (11.1%) strongly agree and also disagree with the same.  

Table 14: Political memes creates arguments and disputes 

S.No. Statement Frequency Percentage 

1 Strongly Agree 18 18.2% 

2 Agree 38 38.4% 

3 Neutral 16 16.2% 

4 Disagree 27 27.3% 

5 Strongly Disagree  0 0 

Respondents also agree that political memes create arguments and disputes (38.4%) while 27.3% 

disagree with the same.  

To the open-ended questions on how political memes influence social media users the responses 

received can be summarized as below: 

Political memes are funny but they however reflect the political status of our times and also highlight 

people’s attitudes towards politicians, political parties and political issues. Hence, they must be taken seriously 

by politicians and public, alike. Some respondents were also of the opinion that political memes may actually 

ruin the reputation of the concerned state.  
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5. FINDINGS: 

 All respondents have seen political memes on social media and majority of the respondents have seen 

memes related to international, national and state level Tamilnadu politics based memes.  

 Despite their willingness to see and read political memes, majority of the respondents do not follow or 

share political meme pages on social media.  

 Majority of the respondents agree that political memes are funny. They also feel that political memes 

mock the state of politics in Tamilnadu.  

 Political memes help people think about political issues seriously, help form opinions about politicians 

and political issues. 

 Although the percentage of respondents who have actually shared political memes is relatively low, 

they do agree that sharing political memes help people share political views.  

 Respondents agree that political memes helps people discuss about political issues in a healthy, 

constructive manner while several of them, encourages political debates. However, they also say that 

political memes create arguments and disputes.  

 Respondents say that political memes reflect the political status of our times and also highlight people’s 

attitudes towards politicians, political parties and political issues. Hence, they must be taken seriously 

by politicians and public, alike.  

6. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION: 

Political memes on Tamilnadu politics are liked and shared on social media. They help voice the 

opinion of the common man and opt for a satirical and funny take on political issues. They encourage dialogue 

and deliberation onTamilnadu politics on social media. They help understand the citizens view of the political 

scene in Tamilnadu. Future studies can focus on meme culture in national level politics. The studies can also 

transcend to memes pertaining to other areas like lifestyle, sports, etc. Analyzing the semiotics of the memes 

could also be another area of study that is recommended for future research. 
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