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ABSTRACT  

The world that we live in is in a flux. The change, whether in technologies, telecommunications or travel, affects our 

daily lives. Our everyday choices get influenced by such changes. In this fast moving globalized world, from the time 

we vote in an election or work on a political platform or simply purchase commodities or even trade services in the 

world market, we become part of the international community. Whether it is the rules of world trading system or 

war or catastrophes or increased people-to-people contact, our perspectives about world are shaped by the 

contemporary world events. The discipline of International Relations makes an endeavor to encapsulate such 

international politics and processes. 

 On September 11, 2001 when Al-Qaeda terrorist group attack on USA business center, USA plan to fall the 

Taliban’s regime in Afghanistan because the leader and founder of Al-Qaeda Osama Bin Laden was in Afghanistan 

in that time. All NATO members’ counties and regional counties support this mission against Taliban, one of those 

countries is India to supporting Afghanistan in various parts these relations are so close and friendly. Since 2001, 

India give friendly hand to Afghanistan as we know India is the sixth donor to Afghanistan in the region, these aids 

consist on more than 10,000 Afghan students have studied in India on ICCR scholarships, with some 7,000 

returning home armed with education and meanwhile, many mid-career officers in the Afghan government have 

benefited from the technical capacity building programs of ITEC and the Indian Council of Agriculture Research 

(ICAR), while some 8,000 Afghan students are pursuing self-financed degree in different fields across India. And 

India ‘s signature infrastructure project-the building of the Afghan Parliament in Kabul and the Salma Dam in 

Herat-are nearing completion.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Relationship between Afghanistan and India can be tracked back to over 2000 years. India has always strived to 

maintain its interests in Afghanistan. Following Alexander the Great, the Seleucid Empire controlled the region 

known today as Afghanistan. In 301 BC, they ceded much of it to the India Mauryan Empire as part of an alliance 
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treaty. The Mauryans brought Buddhism from India and controlled the area South of Hindu Kush. Much of 

Afghanistan came to be influenced by the Buddhist, Hindu and Zoroastrian cultural unite the arrival of Islam in the 

Seventh century AD. As a result, Afghans in return brought and introduced Sufism (the Sufi tradition) in India.Is 

Afghanistan‟s sixth largest donor, providing the country with some $2 billion in effective aid since 2001. India‟s 

well-targeted aid programs include infrastructure development, institutional capacity building, small development 

projects, as well as food security assistance in the form of ongoing deliveries of wheat to Afghanistan. Since 2001, 

more than 10,000 Afghan students have studied in India on ICCR scholarships, with some 7,000 returning home 

armed with education and meanwhile, many mid-career officers in the Afghan government have benefited from the 

technical capacity building programs of ITEC and the Indian Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR), while some 

8,000 Afghan students are pursuing self-financed degree in different fields across India. And India „s signature 

infrastructure project-the building of the Afghan Parliament in Kabul and the Salma Dam in Herat-are nearing 

completion.
1
 

India recognizing the preeminence of Afghanistan as a junction of trade routes between central, south and west Asia 

for 300 years. The bilateral trade at USD 683.02 million for 2014-11 ($422 million export and $ 262 million import 

by India) is a modest figure going by the actual potential. However, the trade relations can realize its true potential if 

the Wagah-Attari route is opened for bilateral trade with Afghanistan. So far, the Afghanistan Pakistan Transit Trade 

Agreement (APTTA) has been restrictive in this aspect. India after Pakistan is the major export destination of 

Afghanistan.The Zeranj-Delaram road with a 218 km-long highway provides the connectivity of South-western 

Afghanistan to Iran by linking Zeranj to the Kandahar-Heart highway. That is expected to increase the regional 

cooperation further by encouragement a new trade and transit route through the Iranian Port of Chahbahar as it 

provides a supplementary and shorter access of Afghanistan to the sea. In addition to the highway, the Indian 

construction team also built 18 km of inner-city roads-40 km in Zeranj, big project-339 engineers and workers from 

India and many more from Afghanistan were engaged; compared to the cost of the other roads constructed in 

Afghanistan, the total cost was around 110 million US dollars; eleven Indian and 129 Afghans lost their lives during 

the constructed period.India gives 1000 annual scholarship for higher education to Afghan students for pursuing 

courses in Indian universities and 100 scholarships and training slots for the Afghan public servants in the Indian 

professional institutions of their choice, Additionally, another 100 scholarships were announced by Prime Minister 

Modi for the children of Martyred Afghan National Security forces during his recent visit to the country, the 

establishment of the first agriculture university, with India‟s help, in the former Taliban stronghold of Kandahar is a 
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breakthrough in the Indo-Afghan strategic partnership. The then External affairs Minister Shari Salman Khurshid 

and the former Afghan President Hamid Karzai jointly inaugurated the university.
2
 

II. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

Afghanistan is a landlocked country of imposing contrast that covers some 6,52,237 sq. km, of which two-thirds are 

more than 5,000 feet above sea level and contain some of the tallest mountains in the world. Of the land that is 

below 5,000 feet, only 10 per cent is suitable for cultivation. Living in this harsh country is hard but the proud and 

independence population is mixture of Islamic tribes, which are often as diverse as they are obscure. They have 

sought to exit within what has historically been a weak state with a strong society, and, despite their apparent lack of 

conventional resources, have been able to defy invading armies for many centuries. Alexander, Genghis Khan and 

Tamerlane have all sought to conquer the region of Afghanistan with varying degrees of success. Indeed, such is the 

reputation of Afghanistan in defeating invaders that is has become received wisdom that Afghanistan is the 

„graveyard empires‟. This reputation has been further enhanced by the more recent British and Soviet invasion of 

Afghanistan, both of which are perceived to have been abject failures.
3
 

Amanullah Khan become the leader of Afghanistan in 1919 and immediately attacked India in relations for British 

interference. At 1919, 19 August, remains significant in modern-day Afghanistan, where it is still celebrated as 

Independence Day. The last monarch of Afghanistan, Mohammad Zahir Shah, came to power in 1933 and would 

rules until 1973. Under his rule, Afghanistan remains neutral during World War II, but his sovereignty was 

questioned. Though Zahir Shah helped to make Afghanistan first written constitution a reality in 1964, Mohammad 

Daoud 1973, abolishing the monarchy as well as the constitution, and declared himself president of the republic of 

the Afghanistan. He was not too successful in his rule and was overthrown by the People Democratic Party (PDPA) 

killing much his family at 1978. The new communist government under the he leadership of Noor Muhammad 

Taraki was ruthless and strict in the way it executed its plan to transform Afghanistan into a socialist state. Taraki 

also killed by his deputy Minister Hafizullah Amin, who just ruled over three months and was replaced by the Soviet 

Union in 1979 with BabrakKarmal.  Finally the political decision to launch the invasion was made by the Soviet 

leader, Leonid Brezhnev, with his central staff present in a meeting in 24 December 1979. As long the Soviet Union 

continued the support of PTPA government, a Mujahiding victory was unlikely.  The financial cost of the Afghan 

intervention was limited; it did act as a steady drain on a faltering Soviet economy and did lead to growing dissident 

movement. Improving relations with the West, and with it the Soviet economy, stood a far greater chance of success 
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if they were no longer engaged in Afghanistan. Withdrawal of the Soviet Union meant the end of Soviet aid and of 

the government led by Mohammad Najibullah as well which had been improve since 1987. The Najibullah 

government collapsed in April 1992. Despite efforts by the NU and some of the neighboring countries to mediate, 

there was no agreement on a power-sharing settlement. The factional fighting largely took place along.
4
 

With the passage of time and stubbornness of the Indians the British had come to realize that the day was not far off 

when they will have to quit India, successive campaigns had the effect of driving the British out of India in 1947, but 

with independence came the independence of the country into Pakistan. The freedom fighter of India; his brave 

deeds earned Vallabhbhai Patel the title of the iron man of India, for his role in the Bardoli Satyagraha, Patel came 

to be called the Sardar, Sardar Patel was a famous lawyer but gave up his practice in order to fight for the freedom 

of the country, after independence he became the deputy PM of India and played an importance role the integration 

of India by merging numerous princely states with the Indian Union.
5
In 1942 the National Congress demanded that 

the British quit India, the British responded by imprisoning their leaders, including Gandhi, who was released in 

1944. In 1946 the Viceroy appointed an interim cabinet with Jawaharlal Nehru as prime minister, Mountbatten was 

August 1947. Mountbatten agreed to stay in India as was assassinated on 30 January 1948. In December 1946 a 

Constituent Assembly met to draw up a constitution for India. The new constitution came into force in January 

1950, India became a secular state, prime minister Nehru made the economy a „mixed economy‟ of some state 

owned industry and some private enterprise. Industry was strictly regulated, unfortunately this restricted free 

enterprise. Nevertheless in the 1950s a series of 5 year plan were devised, the first increase irrigation and boosted 

agriculture. The second and the third plans boosted industry. On the other hand India‟s population grew rapidly. 

Poverty and illiteracy remained common. In the 1990s the Indian economy was deregulated further and as a result it 

boomed. In the early 21
st
 century the economy of India grew rapidly, in the future India will become a prosperous 

country. Today the population of India is 1.281 billion.
6
 

III. BEGINNING OF RELATIONSHIP OF BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND INDIA 

After the fallen of Taliban India and Afghanistan start warm and close relations with each other, India give hand for 

helping to Afghanistan in different parts. As India‟s profile grew in Afghanistan, its adder‟s series, intent on or 

ridding Afghanistan of Indian involvement, also upped the ante in an attempt to rupture burgeoning India- 

Afghanistan relations. This happened as the West got distracted by its war in Iraq, allowing the Taliban with support 

from Pakistan, to bounce back and reclaim the strategic space from which it had been ousted. In July 2008, the 
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Indian Embassy in Kabul was struck by a bomb blast, leaving 60 dead including an Indian foreign device officer and 

an embassy defense attack. In October 2009, a suicide car bombing outside the Indian Embassy left at least 17 dead, 

and scores of others wounded. Investigators soon concluded that the attack was perpetrated by the Pakistan-based 

Haqqani group; and suggested that Pakistan intelligence had also played a role. That was the first time a top Afghan 

official was openly blaming the Pakistan intelligence Agency (ISI) for a terrorist attack in Afghanistan territory, 

according to all these problems Indian government try to stand with Afghanistan at every bad day, and also the 

traditional stance had been that while India was happy to help the Afghanistan government and its construction 

efforts, it would not be directly engaged in security operations-but this increasingly became harder to sustain. The 

inability of the Indian government to provide for the security of its private sector operating in Afghanistan was 

leading to a paradoxical situation in which the Indian government‟s largest contractors in Afghanistan seemed to 

have participated in project that might have ended up paying of the Haqqani network, one of Afghanistan‟s deadliest 

and must anti-Indian insurgent groups. India has growing stakes in peace and stability in Afghanistan, and recent 

India-Afghan strategic partnership agreement underlines India‟s commitment to ensure that a positive momentum in 

Delhi-Kabul ties is maintained. Since 2002, India has relied primarily on its “soft Power” in wooing Kabul; it‟s one 

of the largest aid donors to Afghanistan and delivering humanitarian assistance as well as helping in nation-building 

projects in myriad ways. India is building roads, providing medical facilities, and helping with educational programs 

in efforts to develop and enhance long-term local Afghan capabilities. India would be loath to see the political and 

economic capital it had invested in Afghanistan goes to waste. Because India was not consulted prior to the 

announcement of plans for the withdrawal of American forces by the Obama administration and there has been little 

attempt to make it part of the larger process of ensuring a stable Afghanistan post-2014, a perception has grown in 

New Delhi that it is on its own in securing its vital interests in Afghanistan.
7
 

IV. VARIOUS ASPECTS OF CO-OPERATION BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND INDIA 

The Afghanistan-India co-operation is unique and dynamic prefacing shared vision of economic, health, education, 

military, social, construction, trade and cultural periphery. The proximity is accounted with active engagement and 

prioritizing to accomplish better strategic relation of India with Afghanistan in bringing economic development, 

stability and peace that will ultimately usher progress in the country. The prestigious history of Afghanistan-India 

relations is an excellent reputation on the bilateral front covering all the aspects of friendliness, trust, mutual 

interests, people-to-people contact. Today both the nations cherish this bonding on a wider spectrum and prioritizing 

the multilayered dimensions seeking greater bilateral cooperation. Afghanistan-India relations have progressed 
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exponentially over the years and the transformation of remarkable development in achieving the shared objective. In 

the recent years Afghanistan and India is turning out to be great economic partners.
8
 

(1) HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 

A major initiative of the Afghan government in 2002 was called the „Back to School‟ Campaign. This was a success, 

with 6.4 million children in school by 2008 –one-third being girls. A crucial component of this program was the 

food programe at schools to encourage attendance and enhance school performance, especially for girls. In June 

2002, when the World Food Programe (FWP) was facing a serious crunch and was looking for new donors to help 

these operations, India proposed the conversion of one million tonnes of wheat donated by it into high-protein 

biscuits to be distributed in schools, in partnership out of 34 provinces received a packet each of 100 gm. of biscuits. 

It was a big factor in increasing school enrolment in the entire country, and provided children with necessary 

nutrients and encouraged them to attend the school. During president Hamid Karzai‟s visit to India I January 

12,2009, former India prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh announced the prevention of a quarter of  a million 

metric tons of wheat to Afghanistan.
9
 

(2) COMMERCIAL RELATIONS  

India‟s recognizing the preeminence of Afghanistan as a junction of trade routes between central, south and west 

Asia for 300 years. The bilateral trade at USD 683.02 million for 2014-15 ($422 million export and $ 262 million 

import by India) is a modest figure going by the actual potential. However, the trade relations can realize its true 

potential if the Wagah-Attari route is opened for bilateral trade with Afghanistan. So far, the Afghanistan Pakistan 

Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA) has been restrictive in this aspect. India after Pakistan is the major export 

destination of Afghanistan. One of the objective of building Zaranj-Delaramroade by India was to boost bilateral 

economic relations besides offering Afghanistan another outlet to sea port. The successful operation of the Chabahar 

port in Iran could capitalize on this road to offer a new transit route Of Afghan products to India while opening a 

new routes for India, and the rest of the world, for trade with Central Asia.India and Afghanistan signed a 

preferential Trade Agreement in March 2003 under India allowed substantial duty concession, ranging from 50% to 

100%, to certain category (38 times) of Afghan dry fruits. Afghanistan in turn has allowed reciprocal concessions to 

India products, including tea, sugar, cement and pharmaceuticals. In November 2011, India removable basic 

customs duties for all SAARC LDCs at the SAARC Summit in Male which gave all products of Afghanistan (except 

alcohol and tobacco) duty free access to India market, Afghanistan (as LDC) is signatory to SAFTA and is required 
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to lower its tariffs of all goods not on its sensitive list of 5% or less. This decade-long process help avoid any sudden 

or dramatic reduction in tariffs and eases the changes with minimal disruption to Afghan industry. Afghanistan 

recently reduced its sensitive list from 1,063 tariffs lines to 850 out of roughly 6,000 total tariffs lines, only 30% of 

the tariffs lines on Afghanistan‟s sensitive list have tariffs rates above the requites 5%. Under Afghanistan‟s 

sensitive list, the highest tariff rates are applied on fruits, vegetables and nuts, basic construction materials, 

beverages, plants, articles of leather and carpets.
10

 

(3) TRANSPORT AND TRADE 

The Zeranj-Delaram road with a 218 km-long highway provides the connectivity of South-western Afghanistan to 

Iran by linking Zeranj to the Kandahar-Heart highway. That is expected to increase the regional cooperation further 

by encouragement a new trade and transit route through the Iranian Port of Chahbahar as it provides a 

supplementary and shorter access of Afghanistan to the sea. In addition to the highway, the Indian construction team 

also built 58 km of inner-city roads-40 km in Zeranj, big project-339 engineers and workers from India and many 

more from Afghanistan were engaged; compared to the cost of the other roads constructed in Afghanistan, the total 

cost was around 150 million US dollars; eleven Indian and 129 Afghans lost their lives during the constructed 

period. Out of 11 Indian‟s six were killed in terrorist attacks and five died in accident. The completion of the road 

reflects the determination of both India and Afghanistan for a closer cooperation.The impact of these major socio-

economic projects on the whole region has been strong. It has sent the message that the hegemony of any country 

including Pakistan cannot prevail. When road construction began in 2004, the population of the Zeranj town 

increased from 55,000 to over 100,000 and the value of the land along the road went up. The journey from Delaram 

to Zeranj that used to take 12 to 14 hours, now takes just over 2 hours, the average number of vehicles, particularly 

trucks, has increased drastically along with the trade volumes that are steadily going up and the customs revenue is 

also increasing day by day.
11

 

(4) PUBLIC HEALTH  

Medical services in Afghanistan were badly affected due to decades of conflicts. To attend to the massive and urgent 

medical needs, India sent a team of 13 doctors and paramedics to Kabul by the end of 2001, and camps for fitting 

artificial limbs were set up in different parts of Afghanistan. Since then, five Indian Medical Mission (IMMs) have 

been working in Kabul, Herat, Jalalabad, Kandahar, and Mazar-e-Sharif. India undertook the rehabilitation of the 

Indira Gandhi Institute for Child Health (IGICH) in Kabul-the largest pediatric hospital in Afghanistan and 
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completed its new three-storied surgical block in 2005. The polyclinic is being equipped with diagnostic equipment, 

including CT scan and MRI facilities, and the capacity building of Afghan doctors is a vital component of assistance 

with batches of IGICH specialists training at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (IIMS).
12

 

(5) EDUCATION SECTOR   

India gives 1000 annual scholarship for higher education to Afghan students for pursuing courses in Indian 

universities and 500 scholarships and training slots for the Afghan public servants in the Indian professional 

institutions of their choice, Additionally, another 500 scholarships were announced by Prime Minister Modi for the 

children of Martyred Afghan National Security forces during his recent visit to the country, the establishment of the 

first agriculture university, with India‟s help, in the former Taliban stronghold of Kandahar is a breakthrough in the 

Indo-Afghan strategic partnership. The then External affairs Minister Shari Salman Khurshid and the former Afghan 

President Hamid Karzai jointly inaugurated the university. “For India, a strong, prosperous and economically 

independence Afghanistan Agreement,” said Khurshid, after inaugurating the Afghan National Agriculture Science 

and Technology University (ANASTU) in the sprawling Tarnak farm. India had already 614 agriculture scholarships 

for Afghan students, who are presently being trained at various agriculture institutes, it was hoped that many of 

those being trained in India would one day return as professors to the ANASTU in which India has invested up to $8 

million. About 80% of the Afghan people depend on agriculture for their livelihood. Also, nearly 60-65 per cent of 

the GDP of the country is from the farm sector which still lacks modern agriculture practices. The agriculture 

university considered as an „extremely important legacy issue for Afghanistan‟. The former Afghan government had 

transferred to the university 2,810 acres of land along with irrigation facilities. Although a small beginning, it is a 

major breakthrough as it is situated at a very difficult place in terms of “connectivity, safety and communication. 

(6) MILITARY AID  

Given the situation of a troop pull-out by the Western nations, India has often been urged to assume a more active 

role in the country, particularly of the military kind. There has been great and well-intentioned interest for India to 

become Afghanistan‟s “Plan B” of sorts. As former President, Hamid Karzai championed the same. In one year 

alone, he made three visits to New Delhi at 2012; He also handed over a military wish list in December 2013. 

When President Karzai made a renewed push for greater military aid, both Ashraf Ghani and Dr. Abdullah 

Abdullah, who were the president finalists, began hinting at other ideas for the partnership. Unlike Karzai, they do 

not seem to prioritise a military cooperation with India. Abdullah was keen to take forward the relationship with 

                                                           
12

 Report of CNN T.V 2012. 



 

74 | P a g e  

 

New Delhi mainly to enhance the “existing areas of cooperation for the benefits of economic development in 

Afghanistan”. A quick scan of Dr. Abdullah‟s election manifesto found New Delhi placed within the two pillars of 

his „economic agenda‟: first, for furthering regional connectivity and second, on deepening the energy partnerships, 

specifically the TAPI gas pipeline. It is apparently visible that President Ghani‟s foreign policy thrust has remained 

oriented to the West, particularly the United States, with a regional thrust on a „ten-year process of engagement with 

Pakistan‟ the Afghan president‟s 310-page election manifesto mentioned India frequently, but as very vague terms 

with respect to the strategies for Afghanistan‟s education , health, economic and trade sectors. In the section devoted 

to foreign policy, later, bringing India to the first circle of communication along with China and other “Asian 

countries”. However, India felt itself being ranked behind “Islamic Countries” and “Europe, USA, Canada and 

Japan.
13

 

V. CHALLENGES FOR AFGHANISTAN AND INDIA 

(1) PAKISTAN’S OBJECTIVES IN AFGHANISTAN 

Pakistan goals in Afghanistan are mainly India-centric and focus primarily on undermining Delhi‟s influence in 

Afghanistan while promoting own. Islamabad thus seeks to maximize Taliban influence in a weak Kabul 

government, maintain “Strategic depth” against an Indian invasion, and facilitate training and operations by 

Pakistan-backed extremist groups. However, these are not Pakistan‟s only concerns. Other important priorities 

include marginalizing historical Afghan claims on Pakistan territory and (just as India desires) developing trade with 

the CARs.
14

 

(2) TO BLOCK INDIA’S INFLUENCE IN AFGHANISTAN 

Pakistan has long considered India to be an aggressive state that poses a fundamental threat to its territorial integrity. 

Not only does Islamabad blame Delhi for orchestrating the creation of Bangladesh out of the East Pakistan in 1971, 

but it is actually aware of India‟s demographic, geographic, economic, and military advantages. Its military 

leadership has a zero-sum view of the India-Pakistan dynamic, setting anything that benefits India as a loss for 

Pakistan. Thus, according to Frederic Grate, a former French diplomat with expertise in South Asia, “According to 

Pakistan, whatever India does in Afghanistan is a ploy against Pakistan, be its economic investment, infrastructure, 
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or any related matter. As a result, Pakistan has ensured that India interests would be blocked whenever and wherever 

possible”.
15

 

(3) PREVENT ENCIRCLEMENT AND MAINTAIN STRATEGIC DEPTH 

Unable to believe that Indian leaders might pursue interests for reasons other than gaining advantage against 

Pakistan, Islamabad perceives India‟s offers to gain influence in Afghanistan as a deliberate strategy of encirclement 

that is aimed at trapping and ultimately destroying Pakistan between hostile fronts.  Islamabad‟s overriding objective 

in Afghanistan it therefore to block Delhi‟s own penetration into the country by helping to foster a pro-Pakistan 

administration in Kabul.Although Islamabad thus sees a friendly regime in Kabul as necessary to keep India out, the 

army also maintains that a weak, subservient in Afghanistan is needed to ensure that Pakistan has sufficient strategic 

depth-the ability to retreat to Afghan territory, if necessary, to repel in Indian invasion. Although this concept has 

long been, and still remains, a hallowed doctrine within the Pakistan military, some analysts believe that it is 

somewhat outdate in the nuclear era because the mere threat of nuclear retaliation makes an overwhelming Indian 

invasion unlikely in the first place.
16

 

(4) ESTABLISH SAFE HAVENS FOR PAKISTANI-TRAINED EXTREMISTS 

A pro-Pakistan Afghan state would furnish Islamabad with a rear base in which to train Islamist militants such as 

Harakat-ul-Mujahideen (HuM) and Jash-e-Mohammed (JeM), in addition to Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)-for non-

atrributable attacks in Jammu and Kashmir, and elsewhere in India. The use of jihadists proxies is an established 

tenet of Pakistan‟s foreign policy and one of the principal means by which the ISI has prosecuted the government‟s 

national security strategy vis-à-vis Delhi.Ensuring a continued safe haven outside Pakistan territory would allow 

Islamabad to sustain its so-called war of a thousand cuts while enabling it to deny direct sponsorship of terrorism. 

Pakistan‟s control over these surrogate groups allows it to calibrate the level of extremist violence against India, a 

capability that acts as an important defense against Indian successes there after the fact. Thus, although a more 

assertive Indian presence in Afghanistan could prevent terror attacks in India by eliminating extremist‟s Afghan safe 

havens, India politics could also inspire Pakistan to ramp up anti-India violence in response.
17

 

(5) UNDERMINE AFGHAN’S CLAIMS ON PASHTUNISTAN 

Islamabad also seeks to fend off Afghan claims on Pakistani territory, which have been a consistent thorn in bilateral 

relations given that no Afghan regime has ever accepted the legitimacy of the border drawn by the British in 1893, 

the so-called Durand Line. Pakistan thus seeks to foster a complaint regime in Kabul that dampens Pashtun 
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Nationalism and concomitant calls for an independent Pashtun homeland in parts of Balochistan, the FATA, and 

KPK, Calls for a breakaway irredentist Pashtunistan would directly threaten Pakistan‟s territorial integrity and 

potentially contribute to its disintegration would along ethnic lines.As Ahmad Rashid notes, Pakistan wrongly 

calculated that its extensive political and military assistance would lead the Taliban to recognize the Duran Line, 

curb Pashtun nationalism in KPK, and serve as an outer for Pakistan‟s disgruntled Islamic radicals who might 

otherwise direct their ire at the Pakistani state. In fact, the opposite occurred. The Taliban fostered Pashtun 

Nationalism, imbuing it with a greater religious charter, in a manner that appealed to Pakistan Pashtuns.
18

 

V1. CONCLUSION 

Relationship between Afghanistan and India can be tracked back to over 2000 years. India has always strived to 

maintain its interests in Afghanistan. In December 2001, a number of prominent Afghans met under the United 

Nations auspices in Germany to decide on a plan for governing the country. As a result the Afghan interim 

Administration (AIA)- made up of 30 members, headed by a chairman-was inaugurated on December 22, 2001, with 

a six- months mandate to be followed by a two-years Afghan-Transitional Administration (ATA), after which 

elections are to be held. Some provisions in the agreement have expired, due to the creation of the constitution. The 

government structure of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan is comprised of three branches: Executive, Legislature, 

and Judiciary. Afghanistan consists of the council of the ministers, provincial governors and the national assembly, 

with a president serving as the head of state and commander-in-chief of the Afghan Armed Forces. India is 

Afghanistan‟s sixth largest donor, providing the country with some $2 billion in effective aid since 2001. India‟s 

well-targeted aid programs include infrastructure development, institutional capacity building, small development 

projects, as well as food security assistance in the form of ongoing deliveries of wheat to Afghanistan. Since 2001, 

more than 10,000 Afghan students have studied in India on ICCR scholarships, with some 7,000 returning home 

armed with education and meanwhile, many mid-career officers in the Afghan government have benefited from the 

technical capacity building programs of ITEC and the Indian Council of Agriculture Research, while some 8,000 

Afghan students are pursuing self-financed degree in different fields across India. And India„s signature 

infrastructure project-the building of the Afghan Parliament in Kabul and the Salma Dam in Herat-are nearing 

completion. TTP Tahreek-e- Taliban Pakistan is a militant group that mostly strikes on targets inside Pakistan. This 

is a splinter group of the Afghan Taliban that had pledged allegiance to the late Mullah Omar, the former leader of 

the Pakistan-created Taliban movement. The Pakistani government stuck a number of peace deals in the last few 

years, but the movement continued up the path violence and destruction in Pakistan, killing the Pakistani army 

soldiers as well as innocent school children. The Haqqani Network is a militant group that is mostly striking targets 
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in Afghanistan including the coalition troops. India would appear to be a far constructive and reliable long-term 

partner for the United States in Afghanistan. Delhi and Washington share critical objectives in Afghanistan, 

including bringing stability and economic growth to the country and preventing the Taliban from gaining influence, 

the two countries also consider themselves to be prime targets of Pakistan-backed Islamist militants , and both 

urgently seek to eliminate these entities and their supporters from the region.  
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