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ABSTRACT 

Habba Khatoon was born in 1553 in Pampore region of Kashmir. She gave a new form to Kashmiri poetry. 

Habba Khatoon introduced „lol lyrics‟ to kashmiri poetry. The songs of Habba Khatoon have come down to us 

either through musical compositions or through oral tradition. It has been told that she wrote, compose and sung 

her songs herself. She has uninterrupted flow in kashmiri language. Her poetry reveals the dilemmas she faced 

under the strain of her loneliness. The collection of her songs has been published by the Jammu & Kashmir 

Academy of Languages, Art and Culture, but there is no proof of authenticity.  
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I. INTRODUCTION: 

 Habba Khatoon , the Queen of Kashmir, was a Sixteenth-century Kashmiri Muslim poet. She was born in the 

small village of Chandhara near Pampore , and was known by the name of Zoon until her marriage with Yusuf 

Shah Chak, who later became the ruler of Kashmir, after which she was called Habba Khatoon. She is one 

among the prominent figures in the history of kashmiri poetry[1],[2]. She was called Zoon because she was 

immensely beautiful. Her songs are very popular  in kashmiri literary history. She was not raised as a typical 

peasant girl. In fact, she learnt from the village moulvi. At an early age, her father married her to an illiterate 

peasant boy who could not keep her happy because he was unable to understand her feelings that compelled 

Zoon to divorce herself from him and she starts singing her lyrics loitering in Kashmir across the fields. One day 

Yousuf Shah Chak was out on hunting and by chance saw Zoon singing there in one of the nearby field. He 

heard her melancholic melodies, and he got highly moved and stunned by her beauty.[2] They fell in love at first 

sight, and they married. Then she changed her name and became Habba Khatoon. 

II. MARRIED LIFE OVER-FLOODED WITH SORROW: 

 At an early age Habba Khatoon was married to a peasant boy who was against her singing. He advised her not 

to sing but she didn‟t stop singing, which led to deeper differences between the two [3],[4]. She was not 
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respected by her in-laws at all. Even her mother-in law used to abuse her all the time. She narrates this painful 

experience in one of her verses: 

( Waerven seet waare chas nov 

Chaare kar myon malinyo ho,)  

Meaning: 

 I feel abhorrent in my husband‟s home 

Redeem me, O my dear parents. 

 Then she married to Yusuf Shah Chak. This second marriage proved successful for some time. During this 

period, her fame as a poetess travelled wide and far and she was happy, but this happiness did not last long [1]. 

The Mughal Emperor, Akbar conquered Kashmir and exiled Yousuf Shah Chak. This compelled Habba 

Khatoon to spend the rest of her life wandering here and there  across the Valley singing her melodious lyrics in 

memory of her loving  husband. In fact, her poetry express the pain of separation she underwent after loosing 

her husband, Yousuf Shah Chak, the King[5]. 

( Chi kemyev sonni myaani brem dith nivnakhov 

Che kyohzi geya myeen dei ) 

Meaning: 

Which rival of me has lured you away from me? 

Why this hate for me?? 

The married life of Khatoon was full of sorrows, and was a complete failure. Habba Khatoon‟s voice sheds a 

harsh light on everything around her.  

III. HER CONTRIBUTIONS TO KASHMIRI POETRY: 

The poetry of Habba Khatoon represents the revival of kashmiri poetry. Though at that time, Persian was the 

medium of communication at the court, but she used the language of common people (kashmiri) to reveal her 

feelings. The  songs of  Habba Khatoon  are soulful that they continue to be sung in Kashmir. She tried to 

convey the message of love and humanity through her poetry[3]. The greatness of Habba Khatoon lies in the 

fact that she did not give herself to cruel circumstances, she went on maintaining the quality of poetry[5],[6]. 

Habba khatoon contributed her best to kashmiri poetry. She expressed the emotions and feelings of common 

men through native language. 
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IV: CONCLUSION:  

Habba Khatoon started writing right from her childhood. What she tried to do was to put down her true thoughts 

and feelings in her verses which are often seen as a mixture of sweetness and the hardships faced by her. As she 

was being oppressed, her feelings took shape of the verses that expressed her emotions, life, people and the 

society as a whole. She has voiced her experiences, sufferings and emotions in her poetry. Her poems represent 

various aspects of the society like male chauvinism, the struggle of a woman, the life of a woman and so on. It is 

also interesting that her verses even show the oppression of a woman over other women. Her poetry has a nice 

and defined pattern with a beautiful use of words. Her voice became the voice of the millions and her poems are 

referenced even in today‟s day and age. Her poetry reflects loneliness, love, struggle that resonates with the 

audience at different levels not just personally, as a result her poetry made her popular. Habba Khatoon‟ poetry 

is the storehouse of wonderful material. She was the first romantic poetess of Kashmir. 
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