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One of the world’s most celebrated poets, storytellers and mystics with a universal appeal in his 

message is Mawlana Jalal al-Din Mohammad Rumi 1207-1273. Indeed he is like a diamond 

among the Muslim thinkers that dazzles mdash; a jewel in the crown of Muslim civilization. 

Acknowledging his greatness UNESCO dedicated 2007 as the lsquo;Year of Rumirsquo. Rumi 

implies that human experiences create multiple perspectives. Rumi promoted many significant 

concepts but the most important one to focus on is peacemaking. He promotes peace by 

reconciling contradictory paradoxical riddles caused by the diversity of human experience 

through simple stories. Rumi implies by the story that human experiences create multiple 

perspectives that often lead to debates about the truth and what we need to do is to share our 

interpretations and learn from rather than fight with each other. In one of his Mathnavi verses 

he says ldquo;Do not take a single step towards separating people from each other; as the 

Prophet has said the most unwanted thing to me is the separation talaqrdquo; thus giving a 

strong message of unity. Similarly in another verse Rumi says: ldquo;O human beings you 

have been commanded to unite not to divide people.rdquo. Rumi’s approach is so inclusive that 

people of many backgrounds mdash; Muslim or otherwise mdash; find relevance in his 

thoughts. The latter promote peace and connected-ness. He abhors dividing people based on 

differing interpretations of life. In sum Rumi’s humanistic and inspiring thoughts promote 

brotherhood and peace among the entire human fraternity by showing reconciliation between 

apparent contradictions and inner harmony. He urges us not to just observe only external 

appearances and forms and pass judgments but also to reflect on the diversity of human 

experience in different cultural contexts. For building peace on sound ideas such rich thoughts 

may be the guiding principles for inter-communal and civilisational dialogues and harmony. 


