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ABSTRACT 

The present paper includes globalization, features, dimensions and impact on women. Globalization 

is generally studied as a process that extensively impacts nation and people across every aspect of 

society. In general, globalization has strengthened women position. The issue of women and 

globalization is one that concerns all mankind. Modern technology is widely accessible and rapid 

communication represents an important dimension of globalization. This paper discusses about 

impact of globalization on women. Globalization has given women a power they lacked in the past, 

employment in technological and advanced sectors.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Globalization can be depicted as increasing global inter-connectedness. It is a process rather than an 

outcome. The interconnectedness of different parts of the world is increasing. It primarily is an 

interchange of economic, social, cultural, political, technological attributes that take place between 

societies, when different societies come into contact with each other. Though this interchange is going 

on for times immemorial, this process was termed as globalization for the first time around the second 

half of 20
th
 century while much of the literature appeared late 1970 & 1980s. The term globalization 

in the context of the Indian economy refers to: 

 Reduction of trade barriers with a view allowing free flow of goods to the country. 

 Free flow of foreign capital for investment. 

 Free flow of foreign technology. 

 Free movement of Labour and man power. 

  Globalization as an idea of modernization within the global mentioned in the writings of 

Marx and Saint Simon also. Some scholars even argue that this process of globalization is from the 
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beginning of mankind and effected all cultures including remote and isolated in ranging degrees. It 

touches all spheres of human life: economic, social, cultural, political and environmental. 

  The most common definition of present day globalization refers to the growth of integration 

of various countries to the world economy. It results free movement of capital, products and 

information, which effects not only the economy but also political, social, cultural and environmental 

aspects. So, different disciplines such as economics, history, political sciences, sociology defined and 

elaborate the concept of globalization differently.  

According to Antony Giddens, Globalization is the intensification of worldwide social relations 

which means faraway place are linked together in such a way that one place affected the other.  

According  to David Hinderson: Globalization model meeting the two conditions: 

 The free movement of goods and services, labour and capital resulting in inputs and outputs 

from single market. 

 Full national treatment for foreign investors as well as nationals working over seas. 

According to Meghnad Desai: Globalization is the growing reciprocal interdependence and 

integration of various economies around the globe.  

  From the above, it can be concluded that globalization is a multifaceted, multidimensional 

having potential impacts on social, political, cultural and economic relationships.  

GLOBALIZATION IN INDIA 

 

In the Indian context, globalization implies correlation of the Indian economy with the world 

economy. The entire socio-economic institutional arrangement and valuational system should be so 

constituted that it will maintain the ideals and ethos of global or mass culture of the society. At the 

economic level the initiation to correlate the Indian economy with global one was especially made 
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during the Narsimha Rao Govt. Under his economic policy, the elements of privatization and 

liberalization were introduced. Thus the global multinational corporations were facilitated for 

investment in India. Secondly, the commercial and trade relation with the various developed and 

developing countries are being still established. The new areas of commercial ties such as information 

technology, software, hardware, biotechnology agriculture etc are being traced which is proving 

conducive for the growth of Indian economy. Other aspect of globalization is that India is actively 

participating in the global international organizations such as SARRC, ASEAN, GATT, WTO etc. 

Thus we are getting new visions and perceptions to accelerate our economic growth.  

FEATURES OF GLOBALIZATION 

The features of globalization may be discussed as follows: 

1) It means free access to the markets in the world without any physical or fiscal or any other 

government restriction. Hence, global consumers emerge demanding high quality products 

and more value for their money without any restrictions like parochial, regional or national 

consideration. 

2) Globally standardized products need to be marketed all over the world. There are already 

many such products having world market. It includes the ‘lead’ products in a region taking 

care of dominant needs of that region. 

3) Globalization requires resources like raw materials, finance and technology. Free access to 

quality raw materials, latest technology and cheap finance are important characteristics of this 

process at less cost. 

4) In globalization Free mobility of managerial personnel and entrepreneurs result into mergers, 

takeovers and structural regrouping in countries across the globe. 

5) Globalization can usefully be perceived as a process which embodies a transformation in the 

spatial organization of social relations and transactions, generating transcontinental or 

interregional flows and networks of activity, interaction and power. 

DIMENSIONS OF GLOBALIZATION 

Globalization is a system in which human beings are not longer part of isolated communities that are 

themselves linked through narrow channels of diplomatic relation or trade. Entire societies are now 

directly plugged in to global affairs.  

In this scenario, three dimensions of globalization may be taken note of- socio-cultural, economic and 

political.  

1. Socio-Cultural Dimensions: Globalization has its definite impact on the social and cultural 

life of the people. Traditional institutions are going weak and new identities are emerging that 

do not belong to any community or nation in particular. New development in the field of 
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information technology transferred the patterns of a peoples life by making them accustomed 

to wear a American garments, eat Chinese food, drink French whisky, listening English pop 

music and the like. It appears that a global society is emerging built on shared values and ideas 

that posses a serious challenge to the fanatic of Swadeshi.  

2. Economic Dimensions: Globalization is a very much visible sphere of markets, trade, goods 

and financial investments. It also extends to flow of services, technology, information and 

ideas across national boundaries. Globalization has its natural linkage with liberalization, 

because capital is flowing and multi-national companies and corporations are spreading their 

network across the countries of the world. So new terms are coming into currency as 

Disnyfication, McDonaldisation and Coca-Colonisation. Foreign direct investment is a world-

Wide phenomenon. Assisted by more open markets and reduced costs for transportation, many 

MNCs control assets and make huge profits often rivaling the GDPs of the countires in which 

they do business. 

3. Political Dimensions: The political aspect of globalization has an importance of its own, 

because it affects the nation-state system that has had its long history since the Westphalia 

treaty of 1648. It has affected the external aspect of sovereignty and entailed the end of the 

welfare state. It is creating a new model of state that acts in collaboration with a number of 

non-state actors. The borders of the states have become outdated on account of the assault of 

information technology. Television network has demolished the 'iron curtain'. Political 

globalization "may bring about a more peaceful world order, constraining the tendencies 

towards violent conflict by constraining the capacity and autonomy of states. 

  In other words, globalization refers to processes whereby social relations require relatively 

distanceless and borderless qualities, so that human lives are increasingly played out in the world as a 

single place. Social relations- that is the countless and complex ways that the people interact with and 

effect upon each other are more and more being conducted and organized on the basis of a planetary 

unit. 

GLOBALIZATION AND WOMEN 

How does globalization affect women? 

 Economically, through discrimination in favour of male workers, marginalization of women 

in unpaid or informal labour, exploitation of women in low wage sweatshop settings and 

impoverishment through loss of traditional sources of income.  

 Politically, through exclusion from the domestic political process and loss of control of global 

pressures. 
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 Culturally, through loss of identity and autonomy to a hegemonic global culture.  

 In situations, where women have been historically repressed or discriminated under a 

patriarchal division of labour. Some features of globalization may have liberating 

consequences.  

THEIR IMPACT ON WOMEN 

The roles of women in India have been changing and they are new emerging from the past traditions 

into a new era of freedom and rights. The constitution of India guarantees equality of sexes and infact 

grant special favours to women under Article 14, 15 (3), 15(A). Now, there is a need to evaluate the 

impact of globalization on women in India:  

1. Feminism: The concept of feminism, a French socialist, Charles Fourier invented the 

word, "feminist", in the early 19
th
 century. It was used for asking franchise and was later 

on extended to describe a particular strand in the women's movement that stressed the 

uniqueness and difference for women rather than seeking equality, even to the extent of 

claiming superiority of women over men. Over the years, feminism has been given a 

range of shifting meanings and a number of movements are associated under its banner. 

Judith Astellara writes: "Feminism is a proposal for social transformation as well as a 

movement that strives to end the oppression of women… As an organized but always 

expressing opposition to the social institutions that made possible the inferiority of 

women." In general, feminism believes in sex gender relations based upon following 

premises: 

 Men's power in society is of high degree and they defined morality and culture.  

 Men form the customs, laws and opinions for women. 

 Economic freedom, resources redistribution and political representation are essential 

for empowerment. 

 Domestic labour is a burden and men have used the sex-based division of labour to 

restrict the role of women and their development. 

 Personal autonomy is important and women are forced to sacrifice many, things in the 

name of family, society, wider public interests, etc, which is unjust. 

 Men and their society impose purity and uncorrupted values upon women. 

 Western movement with their culture is appreciable since it provides more freedom to 

women. 

2. Globalization and Gender:  Gender discrimination prevails in Indian society since ages. 

Globalization tends to improve the status of women as if brought the world closure. Now 
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Indian societies are impacted by westernization. The crucial issue is whether the so-called 

westernized women's movements added with policy of globalization are serving the cause 

or women empowerment and if so, then to what extent? Keeping in view the following 

assumptions: 

 Approximately in all societies, whether developed or developing the gender 

discrimination exists in varying degrees and need immediate remedying measures.  

 The concept of empowerment is not an absolute and still not very clear term and has 

to be understood in context of a particular society, its culture, historical background 

and level of development.  

Globalization is the ultimate and advanced form of capitalism. It is being claimed that 

under globalization and liberalization, with greater and multidimensional freedom and 

reliance on markets mechanisms, would result into empowerment of women but when 

examined in deep the situation seems otherwise. The present economic philosophy is 

based upon the following premises: 

 All persons are equal and guided by the profit motive. 

 Everyone had equal opportunity to compete freely to attain his goals.  

 Competition promotes efficiency, which is the ultimate source of prosperity and 

happiness. 

In India, any work being conducted by women inside the home is considered non-work. 

Work is considered only when a woman goes out to earn money.  Majority of the women 

is working in the unorganized sector not covered by any protective legislation and hence 

exposed to all kinds of exploitation.  

3. Globalization and Women Empowerment: In the modern globalization process, 

equality, justice and a participatory democracy is the important issue for women's status. 

In the globalized era, at international and national level opens up different avenues for 

women to make themselves upwardly particularly in the economic, social and political 

front.  

 Economic Empowerment: Economic development is closely related to the 

advancement of women. Globalization is process integrating not just the economy but 

culture, technology and governance. People everywhere are becoming connected 

effected by events in far corners of the world. More progress has been made in norms, 

standards, policies and institutions for open global markets than for people and their 

rights. Competitive markets may best guarantee of efficiency but not necessarily of 
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equality. The changes in the process of globalization defined the character of global 

integration, giving rise to new markets, new actors, new rules and new tools. And 

they created an era of globalization that is intensifying contacts not just between 

countries but between people. Globalization has also been associated with homework, 

tele-work and part-time work. Global economic restructuring affected the socio-

economic position of women in a number of ways. Cyclical changes in the world and 

in national markets, increased global economic vulnerability and changes in the 

patterns and composition of international trade had impacted women's employment, 

income and their role in society.  

 Political Empowerment: The end of the cold war unleashed a wave of global 

political integration. Information and communication technology has launched 

millions of global conversation. Ideas and information began to flow freely as 

countries lifted censorship, travel restrictions and their connections with the wider 

world is part of globalization. The international conference of women held in Beijing 

in 1995 has raised the issue of status of women at global level. Different nations 

adopted different, strategies for the emancipation of women. In India, political rights 

of women and their participation in decision-making for nation at all levels, without 

any discrimination have been granted as a fundamental right by the constitution. 

Various other measures for the empowerment of women's status including, 

reservations of one-third seats in parliament and assemblies and in Panchayati Raj 

institutions were considered most appropriate by various political parties as well as by 

women's organizations.  

 Social Empowerment: The UN International Conference on Population and 

Development in 1994 in its guiding principle state that "the human rights of women 

and girl child an alienable, internal and indivisible part of universal human rights. The 

full and equal participation of women in civil, cultural, economic, political and 

international levels and the eradications of all forms of discriminations on ground of 

sex are priority objectives of the international community." Since independence there 

is rising literacy because of commitment to mainstreaming women's concerns through 

education in which Indian State's has formulated special programs and policies. 

Education helps women to overcome social prejudice, take control of their lives and 

assume a status and identity beyond child bearing, there by allowing them to 

participate fully in public life of their community.    
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CONCLUSIONS 

The roles of women in Indian society have been changing and they are now emerging from the past 

traditions into a new era of freedom and rights due to globalization. Women today are more practical 

and rational than earlier. Indian women have never been as expressive and independent as she is today 

and ensured all that is protected by globalization. 
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