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ABSTRACT 

 Social media is rapidly changing the communication setting of today’s social and digital world. The 

emergent of social media is significantly influencing the academic life of students. Institutions and 

academician are continually trying with social media technologies hoping to excite critical thinking 

skills, collaboration, and knowledge construction. Today social media has been accepted by higher 

institution making it a platform where students connect with their instructors, fellow students and other 

higher authorities across the board. This therefore called for the study to explore and examine how social 

media has impacted on students’ academic life. The study implored a qualitative approach in assessing 

these impacts. Ten (10) or more than ten participants were conveniently sampled and interviewed with a 

period of two weeks. After studying the phenomena that were of interest to the study, and transcribing the 

various responses of the participants the results reveals that social media is widely used by students of 

schools, college and higher institution that participant are in support of the idea, information feelings, 

emotions, customs, relations that social media contribute a significant quota to the development of their 

academic life and their educations[1]. 
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1. INTERDICTION 

Today‟s world is a global village. Everyone is connected to one another in this vast network generated by the 

Internet. As said by Marshall McLuhan, a philosopher of communication theory, “The new electronic independence 

re-creates the world in the image of a global village.” This electronic independence is inherently dependent upon the 

Internet. It illuminates the lives of thousands of people by spreading knowledge internationally, thereby making us 

global citizens. In the past, the communicating and free sharing of thoughts among people were restricted by long 

distance, nationality and religion. But now, even these barriers cannot stop the flow of information and knowledge. 
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The new world of social networking allows free sharing of thoughts. Online social networks are created by websites 

such as Face book, Whats Upp, Instagram and Hash Tag which has emerged as a giant in this social world. So how 

do these networks affect our education? How do they influence the lives of students? Humans are social animals. 

We always like to remain in some group or another, and we prefer to follow what this group does for developing and 

progressing of life all over the world. All of our traditions and cultures are the product of this group-oriented facet of 

human nature. We well-known American psychologist, Abraham Maslow, stated in his “Theory of Motivation” that 

the social need of human beings is the third most important requirement after our physical and safety needs the third 

tier in his hierarchy of needs. Even our self-esteem comes after this social dependence. This is the main reason 

billions of people use social networking to stay connected, make friends and satisfy their social needs for their 

educations and comfortable life [2]. 

In its first quarter 2015 earnings announcement today, Face book revealed that it now has more than 1.44 billion 

monthly active users (up 13 percent year-over-year). Of those, 1.25 billion were mobile users, an increase of 24 

percent year over year. Face book also shared that it now has 936 million daily active users (a 17 percent bump year 

over year) and 798 million mobile daily active users (a 31 percent increase year over year). This means about 65 

percent of Face book‟s member‟s use the service daily, and 64 percent of its mobile members use it daily on mobile 

while it‟s great for Face book that all these numbers are still growing, albeit slowly on a quarter-over-quarter basis, 

the real interesting figure is in the company‟s earnings slides 

 

https://venturebeat.com/2015/04/22/facebook-just-misses-expectations-with-q1-revenue-of-3-54b/
http://investor.fb.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=908022
http://files.shareholder.com/downloads/AMDA-NJ5DZ/75562925x0x822961/fd718a09-c312-4605-9a17-1d6ef07bdd5a/FB_Q115EarningsSlides.pdf
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Between the fourth quarter 2014 and first quarter 2015, Face book added 55 million mobile-only users to reach 581 

million total (up 10.5 percent quarter-over-quarter). Mobile-only users now account for 40.34 percent of the social 

network‟s total members. This number climbs every quarter, and it will likely reach the 50 percent mark at some 

point next year [3]. 

2. ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON STUDENTS LIFE 

[4] 

2.1. Advantage: - Social media has several advantages for students. Social media can enable students 

to easily contact each other with regards to school projects and assignments and others information‟s. 

It is also possible for them to work on group assignments from the comfort of their own homes. 

Social media is useful for students who have difficulty expressing their thoughts in their classrooms 

can get involved in the learning process. It will help build these children‟s confidence level as well. 

Social media is also useful for students when doing homework. Any doubts can be cleared by posting 

a message through social media. Any questions that they may have can be asked on a message board 

and other students can also benefit from the feedback given by the teachers [5]. 

1. The main advantage of social media is that it helps in establishing connection with people, 

friends and relatives.  It helps in sharing one‟s view, share pictures, information‟s, ideas, data, 

customs and lots of other stuffs. 
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2. It helps students in interacting with one another and share ideas.  This helps in improving 

student‟s creativity. 

3. The social media can be accessed from any part of the globe. This helps the students to 

establish communication with their teachers and friends through which they can improve their 

knowledge. 

4. Social media are not only used by the students for sharing pictures, videos or it is not only meant 

for fun and entertainment.  Through social media sites like face book, Whats upp, Instagram and 

Hash Tags  LinkedIn one can become a member and can also post relevant information 

about campus drive [6].  

5. Through these sites the students can establish contact with entrepreneurs, corporate people and 

can gain valuable information from them. 

6. Social media sites have taken a new dimension called marketing.  Certain websites offer 

advertisements to its subscribers [7]. 

2.2. Disadvantage: - Students those who use social media regularly may lose their ability to engage 

in face to face communication. Even if the world is turning to technology, students must know how 

to communicate in the real world. Social media websites are becoming bullying each other. Students 

may write hurtful messages about other students and this could scar students for life. Yet another 

problem with social media is that it is impossible to know whether students will use the medium in a 

constructive manner. Students may post inappropriate content like pornography on social media. This 

will defeat the purpose of the medium altogether. Social media is a rather effective way for students 

to make friends and also to get their education [8]. 

1.  One of the major disadvantages of using social media are the students get addicted to it.  They 

used to spend hours in those social media sites which can obviously degrade the student‟s 

academic performance. 

2. Some students may tend to use to these social media sites till mid night or even more which can 

obviously lead to health related problems. 

3. Some students may spend time in Face book through which they lack to spend time with their 

family members.  This can also be a disadvantage also. 

http://students3k.com/good-student-and-teacher-relationship.html
http://seoland.org/
https://www.quora.com/What-are-the-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-social-media-in%20One%20of%20the%20major%20disadvantages%20of%20using%20social%20networking%20websites%20are%20the�students%20get%20addicted�to%20it.�%20They%20used%20to%20spend%20hours%20in%20those%20social%20networking%20sites%20which%20can%20obviously%20degrade%20the%20student's%20academic%20performance.
https://www.quora.com/What-are-the-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-social-media-in%20One%20of%20the%20major%20disadvantages%20of%20using%20social%20networking%20websites%20are%20the�students%20get%20addicted�to%20it.�%20They%20used%20to%20spend%20hours%20in%20those%20social%20networking%20sites%20which%20can%20obviously%20degrade%20the%20student's%20academic%20performance.
https://www.quora.com/What-are-the-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-social-media-in%20One%20of%20the%20major%20disadvantages%20of%20using%20social%20networking%20websites%20are%20the�students%20get%20addicted�to%20it.�%20They%20used%20to%20spend%20hours%20in%20those%20social%20networking%20sites%20which%20can%20obviously%20degrade%20the%20student's%20academic%20performance.
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4. Some students may provide detailed information like phone numbers, address which is very 

dangerous because they can easily tracked down by strangers. 

5. Most of the students are not care of the schools, colleges and university assignments, educations 

to because the students are west their time on social media. 

6. The students are face to the deferent types of dieses they are not eating food on the exact time, 

eyes problems, time wasting, no sleeping or many more [9]. 

3. WHY PEOPLE SHARE INFORMATION ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

The social media landscape is changing. Or, in other words, it‟s like the polar icecaps of Face book are melting, and 

in the runoff we‟re excavating cavernous content mills, stalagmites of rampant egotism and indulgent self-

consciousness, and a veritable cesspool of cat videos. The landscape‟s changing so drastically – and now so quickly 

– that experiments like Mat Honan‟s (“liking” everything on Face book for two days) are totally legitimate as both 

performance art and communications research. 

3.1. What People Like to Share on Social Networks 

 43% Pictures. 

 26% Opinions. 

 26% Status Update of what and how they are doing. 

 26% Links to articles. 

 25% Personal recommendations of things they like. 

 22% News items. 

 21% Links to other websites. 

 21% Links to other people‟s posts. 

 19% Status update of what they are feeling. 

 17% Video clips. 

 9% Plans for future activities, trips and update. 

 84% Share because it is a way to support causes or issues they care about. 

 78% Share information online because it lets them stay connected to people they may not 

otherwise stay in touch with. 

http://www.wired.com/2014/08/i-liked-everything-i-saw-on-facebook-for-two-days-heres-what-it-did-to-me/
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 73% Share information because it helps them connect with others who share their interests. 

 69% Share information because it allows them to feel more involved in the world. 

 68% Share to give people a better sense of who they are and what they care about. 

 49% Share information on products they like with a hope to change opinions or encourage 

action. [11] 

 

 

[12] These factors have caused social networks to evolve from being a handy means for keeping in touch with 

friends and family to being used in ways that have a real impact on society and education of the youth and students  



 
 

160 | P a g e  
 

4. The Effects of Social Media on the World of Work 

Social media has had a profound effect on recruitment and hiring. 19 percent of hiring managers make their hiring 

decisions based on information found on social media. 60 or more than 60 percent of employers use social 

networking sites to research job, information, knowledge or many more things for their benefits [14].  

 

 

Professional social networks such as face book, Instagram, whats upp, hash tags  are important social media 

platforms for anyone looking to stand out in their profession. They allow people to create and market a personal 

brand [15]. [16]. 

4.1. The Impact of Social Media on Training and Development 

Job candidates who develop skills on the latest and most advanced social media techniques are far more employable 

a 2013 survey by Pearson Learning Solutions reported a significant increase in the use of social media in learning. 

Over half the educators who were interviewed agreed that social sharing encourages interaction, providing an 

environment that fosters learning. Blogs, wikis, LinkedIn, Twitter, Face book, and podcasts are now common tools 

for learning in many educational institutions. Social media has contributed to the increase in long-distance online 

learning. Despite issues of lack of privacy and some instances of cheating among long-distance learners, this has not 

deterred social platforms from being used in education [17]. 

4.2. The Impact of Social Media on Personal Relationships  

I fear the day that technology will surpass our human interaction. The world will have a generation of 

idiots. Albert Einstein The growth of social media has been one of the most significant characteristics 

https://www.simplilearn.com/social-media-marketing-skills-article?referrer=search&tag=what%20is%20social%20media
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of this century. Face book, Instagram, Twitter, Webs and many, many other social network services 

are having an impact on billions of people every day. The debates that result from the continuous 

growth of social media often concern the decrease of interpersonal relationships and all problems 

deriving from it. In this essay both sides of the coin will be pictured, along with personal experience 

and research to explain the good and bad effects of social media on human interactions and 

relationships [18]. 

4.3. One of the effects of social media is encouraging people to form and cherish artificial bonds over actual 

friendships. The term „friend‟ as used on social media lacks the intimacy identified with conventional friendships, 

where people actually know each other, want to talk to each other, have an intimate bond and frequently interact 

face to face [19]. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

The study findings demonstrate how social media is being used by students of higher institutions and the significant 

influences and contributions it has on students‟ academic lives Based on the findings you realized that students are 

conversant and familiar with social media most importantly social network. Just as (German 2015) said: “social 

media zips through our campuses” somewhere in the literature, Social network has dominated with regards to the 

use of social media among students. Social networks such as Face book, Instagram, Whats App, and LinkedIn are 

mostly use by all the students. In general students uses social media as a platform of discussions for their 

assignment, educations and other course work, they gets feeds on class schedules, class venues, receives and sends 

information‟s among their peers, explore issues related to their course work and a host of others. This have supports 

form (Boyd and Ellison 2007) idea that social media allow people identify other users with whom they have a 
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connection, read and react to postings made by them on the site, and send and receive messages either privately or 

publicly to each others. Looking at the number of responses, and making an inference from the literature, the study 

can Validate that social media provides students a new mechanism for a familiar exercise. 

 It provides students a direct medium by which to publicly evaluate and comment on their campus environments, 

institutional policies, classes, professors, and administration and fellow students in real-time. Social medial can 

therefore be associated with an increased tendency for young people to multitask, to rely on a digital juggling of 

daily activities and commitments. However, the possible threats associated with social are too great, because student 

engaging in a private relationship outside the classroom circles begs for inappropriate behavior to commence ideas, 

information, data, knowledge‟s, customs, feeling, emission, mission and vision to each other‟s all over the world. 

After studying the phenomena that are of interest to the study, and transcribing the various responses of the 

participants, even though some of the responses were not transcribed because they were all communicating same 

idea, the results reveals that social media is widely used by students of school colleges and higher institutions. At 

least every student makes use of one social media. Moreover, data revealed that, participant are in support of the 

idea that social media contribute a significant quota to the development of their academic life. the limitation of this 

study is the number of participants involved since only 10 or more than 10 students were randomly assigned to 

participate in this study. Even though detailed information is collected using face-to face interviews, the 

concentration should also be on the quantity of the participants. The result of the study is rather limited in a sense 

that an all-inclusive re-presentation cannot be obtained from such a small group. A greater number would have 

increase validity [20]. 
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