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Abstract 

 In the recent decennium, the commodification of education has become more certain and the 

use of advertising tools has become greater than before. This study aims to investigate the 

key determinants of the quality education. The most important and urgent reform needed in 

education is to transform it, to strive to relate it to the life, requirements and aspirations of the 

people and make it the powerful instrument of social, economic and cultural transformation. 

For this purpose, education should be developed so as to increase productiveness, speed up 

the process of modernization and cultivate social, moral and spiritual values. 

Definition of Quality Education 

There is a very little approval among exponents and policy makers on what comprise quality 

education. However what is clear is that in basic education, quality is assessed by learning 

outcomes of students. Generally, teachers are expected to teach students according to the 

curriculum. According to UNICEF, quality education encompasses the realization of a well-

rounded child who is ready to learn and take part in activities that are designed to include 

new experiences in an environment that is secure and advantageous. 

Determinants of Quality Education 

There are several elements that determine the quality of education. First one is quality 

teaching. According to McKinsey & Company, the main driving force of student learning is 

the quality of the teacher. It was found that students study with high performance teachers 

will advance three times more rapidly than those studied with low-performance teachers. 

Quality Teaching is based on the recruitment of high calibre candidates. Teachers are the 

most important educational resource and critical determinant of quality. They must be treated 
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as respected professionals. Teaching must provide an attractive career choice, and must 

remain sufficiently attractive, in terms of salaries and conditions of employment, to retain the 

best teachers in the service. 

The second most important element that determines the quality education is the 

background of the children that affects their ability to learn, including talent, persistence, 

willingness, knowledge, hindrances, health etc. It is very necessary to prepare children to be 

ready for the educational development and to allow them to reach their highest potential in 

terms of cognitive, emotional and creative capacities. Children’s capacities and experience 

have a strong influence on their learning. The differences in their learned characteristics often 

require special responses and supervisions, especially from the national government, if the 

quality of education is to be improved. 

The third element is quality tools. Quality tools include appropriate curriculum and 

inclusive teaching and learning materials and resources. Teaching and learning can be 

successful if sufficient quality tools are available and well managed. These tools must be 

provided, through the application of information and communication technology, i.e., by 

utilizing the huge power of the internet and the capacity and accessibility of modern 

technology to aid and support teaching and learning. 

The fourth element is the surrounding environment that embraces all other elements 

and has positive and negative impacts on all other elements.Supportive and safe 

environment along with appropriate facilities encourage student learning and enable the 

teachers to teach effectively. A quality environment also engages parents along with students 

& teachers to achieve the goal of providing quality education for all its students. 

In order to evaluate education quality and compare with targeting goals, standardized 

performance indicators have to be well selected. A variety of indicators may be employed to 

monitor different aspects of education. For education monitoring purposes, educational 

indicators are categorized as input indicators, process indicators, output indicator and impact 

indicator. Input indicator focuses on human, financial and material resources that have been 

placed into an educational system to support and stimulate the activities of the teaching and 
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learning process, such as percentage of the government budget allocated to education, the 

student to teacher ratio, the number of student in the class etc. Process indicators are the rate 

of students’ attendance at school, the proportion of average class hours that the students 

participate to the total official class hours etc. Output indicator is enrolment ratios, 

competition rates, standardized examination scores etc. Impact indicators include the 

consequences of education on a larger scale that the student has on him. 

Problems with the Indian Education System 

The problem that we usually find on a large scale is that of political corruption in the 

education system. Today is the age of innovation and specialisation and with this fast moving 

technology; the Indian educational system seems to go nowhere. Though we very well know 

the progressive minds of Indian students all over the world, we tend to ignore the fact that 

most of them find abode abroad in USA or Australia. Let us focus on some stark realities and 

realize that Indian educational system is in a big crisis. 

Despite growing investment in education, 35% of its population is still illiterate; only 15% of 

Indian students reach high school, and just 7% graduate. 25% of teaching positions 

nationwide are vacant, and 57% of college professors lack either a master’s or PhD degree. 

The quality and education standards vary drastically from one state to the other. Compare the 

literacy rate of Karnataka, Maharashtra with that of Bihar and Jharkhand and we will get the 

estimation of variation being talked about. Literacy for females varies with around 34% in 

Bihar to 88% in Kerala; for males it is 60% in Bihar and 94% in Kerala. Rajasthan suffers the 

widest gender difference, female literacy stands at 44% and male at 77%. 

 Governments come and go, making multiple and huge promises, victimizing the innocent 

people but at the end, all that ends in smoke and too, every time. Every time a pledge is taken 

to increase spending on education to 6% of the GDP, but the actual spending keeps hovering 

around 4%. A lot many amendments and policies are made, commissions are set up, but one 

can hardly see any ground of realty. The blend of education and corruption makes it a more 

deadly thing. Where the education system should just have the motive of providing education 

and knowledge, they are providing money to the corrupt politicians and powerful 
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businessmen. They see it as an industry where money finds and uninterrupted flow, 

irrespective of any decline. 

 If we take a brief look at the numbers then we are with a highly decent score of 20 central 

universities, 215 state universities, 100 deemed universities, 5 institutions established and 

functioning under the State Act, and 13 institutes which are of national importance. Other 

institutions include 16000 colleges, including 1800 exclusive women’s colleges, functioning 

under these universities and institutions. But more than numbers, the quality matters and 

there we are below par.  

World Bank statistics found that fewer than 40 percent of adolescents in India attend 

secondary school. The Economist reports that half of 10-year old rural children could not 

read at a basic level, over 60 percent were unable to do divisions. If we go to higher technical 

education the problem is much bigger. For colleges like IITs, NITs and IIMs government hire 

faculties from abroad, but what about the institution which has either poor faculties or no 

faculties? Parents invest their life savings in dreams of making their children engineers, 

doctors and more but many unfortunates get into some universities running without an 

affiliation or at end– a fake degree. In January 2010, government decided to withdraw 

deemed university status from around 44 universities. Some were having inadequate 

infrastructure and some didn’t had sufficient faculties.  So, do we think these the foundations 

on which India will stand as the superpower by 2020? Is this our potential by which we’re 

going to compete with the nations like China, U.S.A, and U.K?  

A lot has to be done to make Indian education system flawless and at par with those of 

developed countries. India is a developing country, which is known for its varied culture and 

tradition. While we use the word ‘developing’ it means there are several new ideas and 

changes coming up from India and also there is something lacking too compared to other 

countries. Being an Indian, it is the responsibility of each and every one of us to examine this 

with utmost attention and contribute to the development of the country. This may result in 

finding many of the factors of development like technologies, industries, environmental 

needs, Jobs and most importantly Education.  
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A fact not to be denied is that education has really become a must remedy for every country 

to help their existence and development economically. India is one among them, which 

concentrates more on extending education to the whole states within that and make sure that 

it is being developed into a hundred percent literacy rated nation. Still, there are many 

hindrances faced by the government in making this venture successful. In the coming 

paragraphs we will elaborate the points.  

Comprising the literacy rates of all the thirty-five states in India, we can see that India is rated 

at 74.04%. 82.14% is Male literacy rate while female literacy rate is 65.46 %. This reflects 

where India lacks in one side for becoming a 100 percent developed state. That is, Females in 

India are not getting attention enough to provide them with education. Uttar Pradesh, 

Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Jammu and Kashmir, Bihar, Arunachal Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh 

are found to be states whose literacy rate falls below 60 percent according to the latest Census 

2011. But still we can see a good rise in the literacy rate of females compared to the previous 

years, which is a positive sign for the government to have hope in extending education to the 

females in India.  

Why India is still a developing nation and what is stopping it from being a developed nation? 

And up to which century India would remain like this? This particular question strikes every 

Indian every time when we ever read anything about Indian education system. We see India’s 

education system as a big impediment towards its objectives of achieving inclusive growth.  

There are certain startling facts. India is going to experience a paradox of nearly 90 million 

people joining the workforce but most of them will lack requisite skills and the mindset for 

productive employment according to a report in DNA. India has about 550 million people 

under the age of 25 years out of which only 11% are enrolled in tertiary institutions compared 

to the world average of 23%. 

Certain policy measures need to be taken by the government. The basic thrust of government 

education spending today must surely be to ensure that all children have access to 

government schools and to raise the quality of education in those schools. One of the ways in 

which the problem of poor quality of education can be tackled is through common schooling. 
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This essentially means sharing of resources between private and public schools. Shift system 

is one of the ways through which common schooling can be achieved. The private school can 

use the resources during the first half of the day and the government school can use it during 

the second half. It is important to remember that the quality of education is directly linked to 

the resources available and it is important for the government to improve resource allocation 

to bring about qualitative changes in the field of education. Common schooling is one of the 

ways in which government can use limited resources in an efficient way and thus improve 

resource allocation.  

Another reason for poor quality of education is the poor quality of teachers in government 

schools. Government schools are unable to attract good quality teachers due to inadequate 

teaching facilities and low salaries. To improve the quality of education, the government 

needs to spend more money from its coffers on education.  

We can hope that the Government takes some appropriate policy measures to improve the 

education system otherwise inequalities are going to become widespread and India’s basic 

capabilities will remain on a dangerous track. Let us strengthen the case for a stronger 

education system.  

Our government makes so many policies and amendments for uplifting the education 

standards. They should become stricter in implementing of the new policies and amendments. 

All those educational institutions set up by criminals and corrupt politicians for making-

money should be closely monitored and controlled by the government itself. Alternate 

education should be promoted in India so that the youngsters can pursue what they want. 

Scholarships, not just for the under-privilege students but also to the common people should 

be given. Corruption is the main cause for degradation of so many things other than 

education, so government should deal with corruption in a more effective way.  

Another area of development in the field of education in India is the day to day declining 

demand of teaching profession. Since the payment criteria for teachers are going very down 

with each passing year, it pushes up many of them to switch to other field of job. This also 

forces upcoming students to change their mind from creating a dream of becoming a teacher 
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and understanding the wonderful value of sharing education, and to focus on raising their 

career as Engineers or Doctors. This poses a big threat for the future generation on ending up 

under lack of education and knowledge. This is a strong tip of thought for the Government to 

decide on fixing the value of teachers and remunerate them well financially.  

Also through assessment and evaluation, it should be made sure that the quality of teachers 

and the standard of education are running in a desired manner so that the students passing out 

each year are prepared virtually in their knowledge and skills. Even though, we can observe 

that a good number of people in teaching profession struggle to broaden education in India 

via free services like education camps, awareness sessions on learning and development, 

introduction and demonstration of new technologies and ideas etc. which again contributes 

the education system of India noticeable. The self-sacrificing attitude of such people 

promotes the future generation to follow them and build up a trained generation with lot of 

knowledge and skills in coming days. 

While speaking about Education, it is of utmost importance to consider about the number of 

schools located in a country. Lack or shortage of number of schools in states like Bihar, 

Rajasthan etc. makes its development slow, which is again linked with the development of 

the country. To widen Education the government is very much accountable to open schools 

not only in the urban areas but also rural areas as well. Along with the increased number of 

schools, the facilities also should be sensible. There are many schools even in some cities, 

which require lab and quality technology facilities. 

The wide range of syllabuses is a major reason for the fluctuation in the graph of education 

and growth in different states of India. In Indian education system we can find different 

syllabuses out of which some of the common syllabuses are ICSE, CBSE and State 

syllabuses. Each syllabus has its own standards and objectives based on which the knowledge 

and skills of students will differ. Also the donation criteria for acquiring seats for these types 

of schools are again a hindrance for students to pitch into a good educational institution. At 

times, it happens that capable students having high grades are moved to expensive private 

institutions because of their financial inability.  
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Conclusion 

Indian government should look into such education systems and make sure the 

inconveniences are covered up sufficiently. On the other hand, we can find people who are 

serious in their thoughts to fill in these issues and promote the quality of each educational 

institution. We can find the growing number of Computer study centres, students’ labs, 

tutorial institutes etc. that makes education in India move on faster and effective without any 

interruption. The government should strictly deal with any corrupt practices happening in the 

education field and find immediate remedies to resolve it so that everybody, apart from any 

differences based on caste, creed or money should acquire education equally. Again we have 

some optimistic layers for education system in India, where we can find students coming out 

from such schools and colleges are carrying innovative ideas and dreams, which they could 

deliver for the growth of the country. The inputs their mentors are providing them, which 

make them individuals with high personal and professional skills, and good habits are a 

model for the upcoming generation. Although we went through some common drawbacks of 

Indian education system, we also found some positives also which we can keep in mind. We 

cannot deny the contributions of our ancestors in the education system; however the 

loopholes and the corruption and politics cannot be overlooked or ignored in any way. But we 

can hope for a tremendous change which will make us appreciate our education system on its 

pluses and find new ideas for motivating the government and responsible authorities to have 

an eye on the minuses and take the necessary steps to leverage the education system up. 

While doing this it is always worth to keep in mind the words of Dr. Abdul Kalam Azad: 

When learning is purposeful, creativity blossoms, when creativity blossoms, thinking 

emanates, when thinking emanates, knowledge is fully lit, when knowledge is lit, economy 

flourishes. So we can join our hands in placing our country and its economy as a hundred 

percent educated citizens’ nation. Probably with some more steps like these, if taken by the 

political community of the country, India too will be able to boast of rich knowledge culture. 

Along with other areas, it will be able to show her supremacy in field of education too. 
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