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Abstract 

Manapad is a coastal village that has shared its name with the Holy Jerusalem.  It is a 

religious centre for the Christians and a tourist place.  It holds a unique position in several 

respects and is quite frequently referred to in the church history.  It is 68 km from 

Thoothukudi and 18 km from Tiruchendur.  It is mostly inhabited by the Paravars who 

embraced Christianity in A.D1532 and their main occupation is fishing. 

Francis Xavier arrived Manapad in October 1542.  He used a cave on the shore which was 

known in pre Christian era as Valli cave as his abode.  Originally this cave was a dwelling 

place of a Saivite hermit.  Francis Xavier toiled among the Paravars giving them proper 

instructions and guidance till 1544.The original name of the place is said to be Manapad 

when the Asura Surapadma stood as a huge mango tree in the sea of Manapad, God 

Subrahmanya struck at him with his spear and cut the tree into two, one part becoming a cock 

and the other a peacock.  The rock cut cave at Manapadu is a new addition to the list of rock 

architecture in the Pandya country.  Of all the sand stones caves on the pearl fishing coast, it 

is the most impressive.Splashed by the waves of the Gulf of Mannar, the cave is located in a 

picturesque surrounding comparable in every respect to that of the Valli cave near the 

Subrahmanaya Swami temple at Tiruchendur. 

 

Introduction 

Manapad is a coastal village that has shared its name with the Holy Jerusalem.  It is a 

religious centrefor the Christians and a tourist place.  It holds a unique position in several 

respects and is quite frequently referred to in the church history.  It is 68 km from 

Thoothukudi and 18 km from Tiruchendur.  Frequent buses ply from Thoothukudi.  The town 

played a vital role in spreading Christianity among the natives.  It is mostly inhabited by the 

Paravars who embraced Christianity in A.D1532 and their main occupation is fishing.  This 
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town is proud of having four churches and chapel namely, Holy Cross Church, and Holy 

Ghost Chapel at Amaravaram, St.James Church, and St. Antony‟s Church Among these four 

churches, Holy Cross Church is the most celebrated one.  The Christians consider this place 

as „Little Jerusalem‟.
1
 

Francis Xavier arrived Manapad in October 1542.  He used a cave on the shore which was 

known in pre Christian era as Valli cave as his abode.  Originally this cave was a dwelling 

place of a Saivite hermit.Francis Xavier toiled among the Paravars giving them proper 

instructions and guidance till 1544.  This saint, Francis Xavier was very much fascinated by 

the Captains‟ Cross with its raised platform which enabled him to offer his daily prayers.  

This grotto is pointed out on the seaweed face of the cliff. 

Rock Cut Cave 

 The original name of the place is said to be Manapad when the Asura Surapadma 

stood as a huge mango tree in the sea of Manapad, God Subrahmanya struck at him with his 

spear and cut the tree into two, one part becoming a cock and the other a peacock.  Then the 

God defeated them and made the cock his banner and the peacock his vehicle or vahana.  

Hence, the place is known as Manapad and it is said that no mango tree flourishes in the soil 

of Manapad even to this day. 

 The rock cut cave at Manapadu is a new addition to the list of rock architecture in the 

Pandya  country.  Of all the sand stones caves on the pearl fishing coast, it is the most 

impressive.  The light house was erected in 1888.  Splashed by the waves of the Gulf of 

Mannar, the cave is located in a picturesque surrounding comparable in every respect to that 

of the Valli cave near the Subrahmanaya Swami temple at Tiruchendur. 

 “Archaeologist H. Sarkar gives a description of the cave and assigns a date to it, 

facing eastward. 

 The Manapad cave has a pillared hall measuring 16ft 4 inch x 17ft 6 inch having a 

constructed vestibule fronted by a porch all placed axially.  But originally the porch and the 

vestibule had no pillars.  Four pillars, two in each row, divide the main hall into three bays 

and three pillars are plain and rectangular in section.  The uttiram or beam that runs over the 
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potika or corbel has been transformed into arches rising between the two pillars.  Perhaps it is 

not an original feature.  Likewise, the depressions one each on the eastern and western sides 

are probably recent renovation for transforming it into a church. 

 “The altar with the standing figure of Xavier at the back wall of the cave had been 

raised after cutting the rock to a depth of about one foot… the circular wall has an internal 

diameter of 33.”
2
  The cave ought to have come into existence before the middle of the ninth 

century.  It must have been used as a cave resort of sanyasis (priest) by about the first half of 

the ninth century, if not earlier.  It is not unlikely that these caves were used by the Saiva 

Saints, as most of the early monuments are Saivite in character.” 

 The cave has a circular well at the north eastern corner of the hall or mandapam, a 

feature very much abnormal in the rock cut tradition of the Pallavas and the Pandyas.  Nor 

can it be compared with the water cisterns so common in the western Indian caves.  As a 

matter of fact, the location of the cave at this point at Manappadu was due largely to the easy 

availability of spring water on this coast. 

Letters of Francis Xavier 

 The first mission under taken by Francis Xavier beyond the limits of the Portuguese 

city of Goa, was to the native Indians in the extreme south of the peninsula, dwelling along 

the coast which stretches eastwards from Cape Comorin as far as the point opposite the island 

which the old geographers called Rammanakoyel (Ramanathaswamy Koil), at the northern 

extremity of the ridge of shoals known as Adam‟s Bridge, which reaches as far as Mannar 

close to the coast of Ceylon, and forms the boundary of the modern Gulf of Mannar. 

 When the Portuguese first came to India, and indeed down to a short time before the 

mission of Francis Xavier among them, they had been made subject by the Muslims – 

retaining, however, their own nominal chiefs – and the fisheries had been carried on by them 

for the benefit of their masters.  A chance outrage, however, had opened the way alike to 

Portuguese influence and at least a superficial introduction of Christianity among them.  At 

Thoothukudi, considerable town on the coast, about half way between the two extreme 

points, a Muslim had wantonly torn an earring out of the ear of a Parava.  This act was 



 

880 | P a g e  

 

considered as the extremity of insult, and the Parava at once killed him.  A conflict ensued, in 

which many Paravas lost their lives.  They retaliated by collecting assistance from a number 

of their villages, and making a massacre of the Muslims. 

 But the Paravas were weaker party, and this was perfectly well known to their own 

chiefs, who, in the accounts that remain as kings.  These seem to have been frightened by the 

great preparations made by the Muslims, especially by sea, and hastened to make terms with 

them, undertaking, as it would seem, punish their own subjects severely.The Paravas, an 

unwarlike and mild race, were in the greatest perplexity and alarm, and at the suggestion of a 

„Christian Knight‟, a converted native noble, who had gone to Portugal and had been received 

with favourby the king, they applied for assistance from the Portuguese authorities at Cochin, 

sending a number of their Patangats, of Patangatins – officials somewhat answering, it 

appears, to the „maires – de – village‟ in Europe – as ambassadors to plead their cause.  The 

mixture of religion and policy in the advice of this Joam de Cruz is characteristic.  „He‟, says 

Turselline, „being a man both of their war and their superstitions, told them his opinion was 

that in this extremityof danger they were to fly to extreme remedies; and seeing, contrary to 

all justice and equity, they were betrayed by their own kings, and harshly charged on all sides 

by their enemies‟ forces, they should implore aid of the Almightyking of Heaven and of the 

Portuguese their friends, who were His devoted and religious servants: that so, protected by 

the Portuguese and the divine assistance, they might not only defend themselves, but also 

triumph over their enemies.It appears that the Muslims had before this seized on the pearl 

fisheries, forcing the natives to work only for their profit.  The advice of Joam de Cruz was 

taken, and the Pattangatins who went as envoys to Cochin all received Baptism,and promised 

that their whole nation would do the same.  The Portuguese accepted their terms, routed the 

Muslim fleet, and gave the fisheries back to the Paravas.  Some priests were also sent among 

them, the chief of whom was Miguel Vaz, the Bishop of Goa‟s Vicar and the whole people 

were rapidly baptized.
3
 

 This wholesale conversion took place in 1532, ten years before the arrival of Francis 

in India.  The work was not kept up in any way, and when Francis first heard of the Paravas 

from Miguel Vaz,who entreated him to go and evangelize them, they were entirely destitute 
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of Priests, and very little seems to have been done after their first conversion to instruct them 

and maintain them in the faith.  Francis found them ignorant of everything except that they 

were Christians.  He left Goa late in the autumn of the year in which he relates his India.
4
 

The Last Days of Francis Xavier 

 A few days after last letters were written, Francis Xavier was again struck by the 

fever.  It was Sunday the 20
th

 of November, after he said mass.  The interpreter on whom 

Francis had reckoned had already given up the design for want of courage.  No hopes 

remained; and the fever came to bid him prepare to meet his Lord.  He had long known that 

his death was at hand: he had taken leave of his friends, even in India, as if he were never to 

see them more. While at San Chan, he had once been in company with six others, Portuguese 

merchants.  Francis had said to them that they must look after their souls: „within a year‟, he 

said, „the greater number of us will be dead‟.  Five of the seven, besides him, died within the 

year.
5
 

 When the fever first attacked him, Francis had come on board the Santa Croce as to a 

kind of hospital: but the motion of the ship made it difficult for him to keep his thoughts fixed 

on God, and he begged to be taken ashore.  He was apparently lying on the ground in the 

open air, when Jorge Alvarez, the same, as it seems, whose account of Japan. 

 On the Monday week after his illness had begun, he became delirious for a time: his 

wanderings were all about his expedition to China.  After this he lost his speech, but on the 

Wednesday he regained it and his mind no longer wandered.  He begged that the vestments 

and sacred vessels which he had used for mass, as well as his manuscript of the Christian 

doctrine in Chinese letters, and the rest, might be taken on board the ship.  Antonio, the 

Chineselad from the College, and Cristoval, the other mentioned in his last letter, were his 

only attendants.
6
  Antonio related afterwards how on one of these days, Francis had fixed his 

eyes on Cristovel, and began to weep, saying, „O miseravel, O miseravel!‟  Some months 

after the poor boy fell into a habit of sin, and died suddenly and miserably.  This was 

Francis‟s last prediction.  At last, on the Friday, the 2
nd

 of December, about two in the 

afternoon, he fixed his eyes lovingly upon his crucifix, his face lighted up with joy, sweet 
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tears poured from his eyes, and he breathed his last, repeating the words of  the Te Deum, ‘In 

te Domine speravi, non confundar in aternum!. 

Conclusion   

“Many, many people hereabouts are notbecoming Christians for one reason only: there is 

nobody to make them Christians”- Francis Xavier. 
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