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 Abstract : The word Sathyagraha had romantic origin in the life of Gandhi.  

Gandhiexperimented it against the racist Pretoria regime in South Africa.  The nucleus of Sathyagraha 

principles was in the mind of Gandhi even before it became a political weapon. Gandhi announced 

Civil Disobedience Movement that released from prison as his next step of struggle for independence.  

The resolution in favour of this movement was brought about by Gandhiji at Lahore Congress headed 

by Jawaharlal Nehru in 1929. As a first step of Civil Disobedience Movement, salt Satyagraha was 

declared by Gandhiji in 1930. This struggle took place in several parts of India.  As Salt Satyagraha 

was started in North India by Gandhiji;Rajaji followed it in Tamilnadu who selected Vedaranyam in 

Trichy and launched the struggle on 13 March 1930. 

 Gandhi and Salt Satyagraha 

The Congress Working Committee that met at Sabarmati between 14 and 16 February 1930 

vested Gandhi with full powers to start the Civil Disobedience Movement. Gandhi found that the time 

was ripe and the iron was hot. He announced his decision to open his campaign by opposing the Salt 

Act. “The salt Tax was to be attacked, the salt laws to be attacked, the salt laws were to be broken”
1
 

Gandhi‟s Choice of Salt Tax for his attack was ingenious. Gandhi decided to disobey the Salt Act for 

it was the most ubiquitous and the most iniquitous of all laws in India. The poorest peasants suffered 

the most by the incidence of the Salt tax. Gandhi, therefore, declared that he would defy the 

obnoxious salt law himself first and then the Civil Disobedience would follow.
2 

                None seemed to have taken Gandhi‟s proposed Salt Satyagraha seriously. Perhaps the 

Viceroy, like Pope who contemptuously disposed off martin Luther‟s 95 Theses, considered Gandhi‟s 

threat as “a storm in a tea cup‟ Government ridiculed Salt Satyagraha as the “Kindergarten stage of 

revolution” and laughed away idea that “the King-Emperor could be unseated by boiling sea-water in 

a kettle”. High government circles at Delhi viewed it as “the fancy of a crank”. Even congress leaders 

doubted the credibility of the campaign. Toomany salts did not seem fit into a freedom struggle. To 
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Motilal Nehru it appeared to be irrelevant and like fasting and charka another of the “Mahatma‟s 

hobby- horses.
3 

Gandhiji’sDandhi March 

              But Gandhi stuck to his gun. As already announced Gandhi and his 78 chosen disciples were 

commenced their historic Dandi March with a solemn vow to break the Salt Lawon 12 March 

1930.Dandi was 385 K.M away from Sabarmati. When the Salt March began Jawharlal Nehru said: 

“Today the pilgrim marches onward on his long trek….The fire of a great resolve is in him… And 

none that passes him can escape the spell and men of common clay feel the spark life”.
4
 It was a 

March of Revolt. Gandhi‟s army of Satyagrahis had no weapons. Their martial band was a tambura 

and their martial music was devotional.
5
 Gandhi walked from village to village. All along the route he 

was greeted and garlanded. While he was walking from place to place he was giving his message and 

explaining his mission. On a wayside meeting Gandhi said: “sedition has become my religion. Ours is 

a non-violent battle. We are not out to kill anybody but it is our Dharma to see that the curse of this 

Government is blotted out”. Gandhi marched on the crowed of marchers swelled. The local 

administration started crumbling. Nearly 400 village officials resigned their posts to register their 

support to Gandhi‟s struggle for freedom.
6 

Dandi march lasted for 24 days. Gandhi reached Dandi on the morning of 5 April 1930. Soon after 

prayers Gandhi and Satyagrahis broke the Salt law by picking up salt lying on the sea-shore. 

Immediately after Gandhi issued a statement, “This war against the Salt Tax should be continued 

during the National Week, that is, upto13 April. Those who are not engaged in this sacred work 

should themselves do vigorous propaganda for the boycott of foreign cloth and the use of Khaddar”. 

Dandi March was not a mere march of 78 Satyagrahis; it was symbolical of the revolt of thirty-one 

crores of Indians against the authority of the British.
7 

              On 6 April violated the Salt Law at Dandi and issued orders to start the mass movement. 

Obeying his orders the mass movement throughout the country began. Civil Disobedience included 

violation of Salt Law, abstention from Government services and educational institutions, picketing of 

liquor shops, opium dens and foreign cloth-dealer‟s shops and non-payment of taxes. There was ready 

response from the people. In Bombay, people boiled sea water, sold contraband salt and raided 

government salt despots. Forest laws were violated, foreign cloth was boycotted and liquor shops 

picketed in Berar. A campaign for non- payment taxes and land revenue was started in the Midnapore 

districtin Bengal and Gujarat. Salt manufacture went on with vigour in Udder Pradesh. Motilal and 

Jawharlal joined the campaign by selling salt in Allahabad. But the decision of the Rajaji, Congress 

President, to have the Headquarters of the congress party at Tiruchy instead of Madras also 

contributed to the lack of enthusiasm in civil disobedience in the capital.  He himself changed the 
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venue, because he did not expect substantial response in Madras.  Hence there was a political vacuum 

in Madras. Pressure of Sathyagraha came only from local party activists and students.
8 

Rajaji and Salt Satyagraha 

               In Tamilnadu, C. Rajagopalachary and hundred volunteers staged their famous march from 

Trichy to Vedaranyam on 13 April 1930. He march began to the accompaniment of hymns and the 

blessing to the priest. Triumphal reception had been planned by K.Santhanam. The masses responded 

in a marvelous manner. The marchers reached Vedaraniyam on 28 April and a camp was established 

there. Two days later C.Rajagopalachary was arrested for violating the salt laws.
9
As the salt 

satyagrahis were moving towards Vedaraniyam, T.Prakasam and K. NageshwaraRao broke the salt 

laws at Madras by making salt at the Marina Beach. They were fired and their cars were attacked in 

lieu of a fine. This attacked strong condemnation in the nationalist press. A hartal was organized in 

protest against the arrest of NageshwaraRao. On 22April hartal degenerated into demonstration. 

Mounted police disturbed the crowd. The arrest of T.Prakasam instead of checking the agitation 

aggravated it. More and more satyagrahis, including women were mercilessly beaten by the police. 

An All-Parties meeting held at the Madras beach on 27 April was brutally dispersed by a troop of 

armed police. They were killed and five wounded. Politicians of all parties condemned the police 

excesses in the city between 27 and 29 April and demanded an enquiry into the shooting. A 

deputation of High court lawyers went to Ooty and submitted a petition to the Governor. The Madras 

MahajanaSabha, after an investigation blamed the police for the atrocities. The Madras Cooperation 

rose above party loyalties and condemned the shooting in a resolution. As a result public feeling in the 

Madras Presidency had been provoked to unprecedented height.
10 

Salt Raids 

             British authorities who were amused when the Dandi March was started got alarmed when the 

agitation spread throughout the country. Gandhi was arrested at Dandi on the midnight of 4 May 1930 

and taken to Yeravada Jail in Poona. Gandhi‟s provoked forceful demonstrations. Bombay as rocked 

by spontaneous hartal. A huge procession was taken out. Public meetings were addressed from several 

platforms. About 40 mills were closed consequent to the workers joining the hartal. The cloth 

merchants observed a six days hartal as a mark of their disapproval of Gandhi‟s arrest. In Poona, 

where Gandhi was interned, the hartal was complete. Burning of police stations in Sholapur led to 

firing in which 25 were killed and about a hundred wounded. At Howrah in Calcutta there were 

disturbances and police had to open fire to dispose the crowd. Abbas Tyabji who continued the work 

of Gandhi as leader of the Salt Satyagrahis was arrested on 12 April. Sarojini Devi stepped into his 

shoes and directed the raid on the Government Salt depots at Dharsana inSuret. She was arrested on 

16 April. Volunteers were brutally beaten by the police. Hundreds of them were arrested. More salt 
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raids took place in all over India and also broke out in Tuticorin. The Sarikatta salt stores in Karnataka 

under Government Guard were raided by a huge crowd. Peshwar in NWFP was subjected to worst 

repression. The non-violent pathans, the KhudiKhindmatgars, led by the indomitable Khan Abdul 

Ghaffar Khan, bore the brunt. After Khan‟s arrest batch after batch marched forward to face police 

brutality. Shooting went on for hours. The GarwalBattalian there ultimately refused to shoot at the 

unarmed people who were being brutally mowed down.  With these salt raids, Tuticorin leaders were 

participated in the salt sathyagraha movement.  Rajajiorganised the Congress Conference in 

Tuticorin.
11 

Rajaji and Congress Conference in Tuticorin 

C.Rajaji took a „Satyagraha a tour‟ in the first week of April 1930 to motivate the local congress 

leaders and to collect funds for the march. After visiting Madurai and Ramnad Districts, he visited 

Tirunelveli at last. On 5 and 6 April of 1930 there was a conference in Tuticorin under the 

PresidentialshipC.Rajaji. About 400 men offered themselves as volunteers and Rs.400 was 

collected.
12

J.P.Rodrigues, the congress leader of Tuticorin went to Ceylon on 3 May 1930 on the plea 

of taking a holiday. But in fact he went to Ceylon with the idea of recruiting volunteers and collecting 

funds from the Salt Satyagraha movement.
12

At this function the efforts were arrived of Tuticorin port 

and marched towards in the Second fortnight of June. VishwanathanRao, the district magistrate 

convened a meeting of the loyalists at Tuticorin on 27 June 1930. In the meeting, he threatened to take 

strong action against the congress volunteers and also sought the co-operation of the public in 

isolating the congressmen. Plans were made from time to time from April to June for making salt on 

the sea coast like Uvari, Tuticorin, Thiruchendur, and etc,.
13

 The plans were abandoned in every 

instance shortly before the dates fixed for their maturations. The population in the village along the 

coast consisted mainly of parava Christians, who had no sympathy for the movement. The Salt 

contractors of the various factories along the coast were also powerful allies to the government, in the 

matter of nipping such attempts in the bud. The magistrate and the police as well as salt department 

officials were alerted in forest allying all attempts to undertake such operations from Tuticorin.
14

 

                    In Kovilpatti, there were processions by the congressmen on 2
nd

 July, 1930 supporting the 

salt satyagraha. The procession got angry over the police and damed the quarters of reserve police. 

The Secretary of the District Congress Committee, S.PalaniyandiMudaliyar was selly adherent of the 

salt raids. He resigned from the post on 4 July 1930. On the next day, J.P.Redrigues was convicted 

and sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for one year and to pay a fine of Rs.200 in default to suffer 

rigorous imprisonment for two months in addition. The police promulgated prohibitory orders under 

section 144 of Cr.P.C and meeting announcement to be convened in the evening of 5 July 1930. The 
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next day, the public gathered in front of the police station in protest against the arrest of their 

leaders.
15 

                In Kovilpatti, Salt Satyagraha was started under leadership of ChettiarMariyappan. He was 

born in 1922. He was joined himself in the Congress in 1929. As already announced, on 5 April 1930 

and his Twenty chosen disciples commenced their historic Thoothukudi march with a solemn vow to 

break the salt law. Thoothukudi was 67K.M away from kovilpatti. ChettiarMariappan and disciples 

walked from village to village. All along the route he was greeted and garlanded which he was 

walking from place to place he was giving his message and explaining his mission. Kovilpatti March 

lasted for three days, ChettiarMariappan reached Thoothukudi on the morning of 6 April 1930. Soon 

after prayers mariapppan and satyagrahis broke the salt laws by picking up salt lying on the sea-shore. 

He was arrested courted imprisonment and kept in Madurai jail for three months.
16

 The another group 

of Satyagrahis was started salt march in Kovilpatti, under the leadership of V.V.P.ShanmugaNadar . 

He was born in 1903. He was joined the movement in 1921. He was participated in Civil Diobedience 

Movement and Salt Satyagraha in 1930. ShanmugaNadar and other satyagrahis like, Venugopala, 

Krishna Ramanujam, ChettiarRamasami, GanapathiChettiyar, was started the salt raids in the morning 

6 April 1930. They were walked from village to village. ShanmugaNadar was picking up salt lying on 

the sea-shore. He was arrested imprisonment and kept in Madurai, Tuticorin and Vilathikulam jails 

for four months.
17 

SubramaniyaChettiyar and Salt Satyagraha 

           In Tuticorin, Salt Satyagrha was started under the leadership of SubramaniyaChettiyar. He was 

born in 1905 at Tuticorin. His father name was Chettiyar Siva Santharam. He aws took part in Civil 

Disobedience Movement in 1930. He was chosen 45 disciples commenced their historic Tuticorin 

march with a solemn vow to break the salt law 7 April 1930. SivasubramaniyaChettiyar and his 

followers and broke the salt law by picking up salt law on the sea-shore. He was arrested and 

sentenced under the section 145 I.P.C, imprisonment Tiruchirappalli Central Jail for one year in 1930-

1931.
18 

There were some other unsung patriots also followed the footstep of the Chettiar in Tuticorin. 
 

Muthiah and Salt Satyagraha 

                 In Tiruchendhur, Salt satyagraha was started under the leadership of Muthiah. He was 

born on 2 October 1901 at Ammanpuram in Tiruchendhur. He was participated in the Civil 

Disobedience Movement in1930-1932.He was took part in Salt Satyagraha in 1930. He was chosen 25 

disciples commenced their historic Tiruchendhur march with a solemn vow to break the salt law in 6 

April 1930.Mutthiah and his followers and broke the salt law by picking up salt law on the sea-shore. 

He was arrested and sentenced under section three of Act XXII of 1922,imprisonment of one year in 

Vellore Jail.
19 
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SrivaikundamTaluk 

               In Srivaikundam, Salt Satyagraha was started under the leadership of NagarajaIyer. He 

was born at Srivaikundam in 1910. His Father name is SeeramkrishnaIyer. He was participated in the 

Civil disobedience Movement in 1930. He was chosen 10 disciples commenced their historic 

Srivaikundam march with a solemn vow to break the salt law in 5 April 1930. NagarajaIyer and his 

followers and broke the salt law by picking up salt law in the sea- shore. He was arrested and 

sentenced under section151.I.P.C. imprisonment in Central Jail Cannanore and Madras for six 

months.
20

 

 Due to the effort of the above taluks patriots the feelings of national sprit sowed to the 

peoples of this district. It is clear that the movement did not result in gaining Swaraj or even 

Dominion status for India.  In spite of the magnitude of the movement nationalists had to come to 

terms with the British Rule.But Indian Nationalism was kindled and it became clear that Indian 

Independence was only a matter of time.  At the National level Gandhi became the unquestionable 

leader of India. At the provincial level in the TamilnaduRajaji came to the forefront.  
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