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Abstract 

India and Greece are two great civilizations which can boast of rich and diverse myths, yet when analyzed 

in depth, we can come up with striking similarities in terms of character and stories. This paper entitled “Greek and 

Indian Mythology: A Comparative Study” seeks to identify some interesting things that we will find common in both 

these mythologies. 
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Greek and Indian Mythology are two of the most seasoned legends known to man. Albeit 

both of these folklores have no settled association with one another, yet they share some striking 

likenesses. This paper entitled “Greek and Indian Mythology: A Comparative Study” seeks 

to identify some interesting things that we will find common in both these mythologies. 

Illiad, the Greek epic and Ramayana the India epic are both comparable on numerous 

grounds. Both the Trojan War in Illiad and war in Ramayana, are battled for a lady. While Trojan 

War was lead my Menelaus to recover his better half Helen from the Prince of Troy, Paris, the 

war in Ramayana was battled by Rama to recover his significant other Sita from the asura ruler 

Ravana. Troy was attacked and burnt in the war. Likewise, Lanka was also attacked and burnt by 

Hanuman. The Trojan War is battled on the shoreline and the Greeks found it very hard to 

assume control over Troy. Correspondingly, Ramayana war is battled predominantly on the 

ocean shore and the monkey armed force faced extraordinary troubles in breaking through to 

Lanka. The war finished with the city of Lanka being overthrown by Rama, and Sita returning 

home securely. The war in the Iliad closes with Troy being overthrown and Helen returning 

home securely. 
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Zeus and Indra are two all powerful Gods in Greek and Roman Mythologies 

respectively yet they have a great deal of things in common. Zeus is the most powerful God as 

per Greek Mythology and Indra as indicated by the Vedas. Both have been related with rain, 

thunder and lightning, thunder bolts being their primary weapon. While Zeus utilize thunder bolt 

as his weapon, Indra, the lord of lightening uses his "vajrayudham" or thunder bolt. Both Zeus 

and Indra are King of Gods in their respective legends. Both of them two have similar abodes 

too. While Zeus remains at Mount Olympus, Indra remains at Mount Meru. Zeus and Indra had 

numerous illicit relationships with mortal ladies and additionally goddesses. They were often 

found enamored by pious mortal women and were found impersonating their husbands to seduce 

them. One such occasion is when Zeus entices the devoted wife Alcmene in the pretense of her 

imperial husband Amphitryon. A similar incident can be traced in Indian Mythology where Indra 

lures Ahalya by taking the physical form of her significant other, Gautam Maharishi. Zeus is said 

to have had association with Greek goddesses like Metis, Themis and mortal ladies like 

Alcmene, Semele, Io, Leda and Ganymede. The other ladies in Indra-related folklores are Apala, 

Thilottama and so on. 

Achilles and Karna share a considerable measure of similitude. The impenetrable armor 

which they both have makes them almost invincible. Both were viewed as exceptional warriors 

in their particular fights. Both Achilles and Karna are demigods- Achilles was the son of the 

nymph Thetis and Peleus, the ruler of the Myrmidons: Karna, the child of Surya, the sun God 

and Kunti, the Pandava Queen. The two characters have a unique association with rivers during 

their birth - in Achilles' case he is dipped into the river Styx to make him invulnerable, in 

Karna’s case he is deserted by being sent down the river. In these regards, they appear to share a 

few similarities. 

In both Greek and Indian Mythology, we can recognize the presence of a Holy Trinity. 

In Indian Mythology, in spite of all other Gods, Brahma, Vishnu and Maheshwara are viewed as 

the most important of Gods and are designated as "thrimurthys". Similarly, in Greek Mythology, 
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we have Zeus, Hades and Poseidon who rule the heavens, the underworld and the seas 

respectively. They are also considered as the three most important Gods in Greek Mythology. 

When examined inside and out, we can draw a few likenesses between, Krishna-Kamsa 

and Kronos-Zeus. In Hindu mythology, King Kamsa of Mathura is prognosticated that the 

eighth child of his sister Devaki will murder him, hearing which, King Kamsa not just detains 

both Devaki and her significant other Vasudeva, he also goes about efficiently executing every 

single  infant born to his sister, till the eighth - Bhagwan Krishna - is born. Devaki and Vasudeva 

send Krishna away to a safe place. A grown up Krishna returns to murder his uncle Kamsa .In 

similar fashion, Kronos becomes aware of a prophecy that he will be overthrown by one of his 

children. So as to avert this destiny, he starts to swallow each one of his children as soon as they 

are born. At the point when the sixth kid Zeus is born, Rhea (Kronos' better half) devises an 

arrangement to save the child with the assistance of Kronos' mother Gaia. Rhea gives birth to 

Zeus and arranges for him to be brought up in secret. Afterwards, Zeus ousts him and detains 

him in Tartarus. 

We can point out some parallels between Dionysus and Shiva. Dionysus, Son of Zeus 

and Semele considered to be the God of fertility and wine in Greek Mythology. Connected with 

intoxication, madness and break down of culture, Dionysus is believed to have two sides to him. 

His fixation on wine can on one hand result in the spread of delight and on another hand lead to 

fury and demolition. The portrayal of Dionysus can instantly be contrasted with that of the Hindu 

God Shiva, who is revered for his energetic and creative powers. Like Dionysus, Shiva also has 

both benevolent and malevolent sides to him. As an ascetic who abides in Mount Kailash with 

his better half, Parvati, Shiva is celebrated for the ideals of domesticity. However, he has a wild 

side to him too, that makes him slay demons. Like Dionysus, Shiva is often connected with 

intoxication and madness that can both create and destroy. 

The narrative of Icarus and Daedalus is one among the most prominent stories around 

the world. Strikingly, this story has a parallel in the Indian Mythology as well, ie, the narrative of 
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Jatayu and Sampati. One day when they were flying high in the sky, Jatayu went very near the 

sun, so Sampati, so as to save Jatayu, followed him. Although he did save Jatayu, in the process, 

his own wings got burnt because of the heat of the sun and he fell straight to the ground just like 

Icarus. Daedalus, as portrayed by Homer, was accepted to be a talented craftsman who made the 

maze where a Minotaur, a monster, was held on the orders of the ruler of Crete. Following the 

creation of the  labyrinth, Daedalus alongside his child, Icarus was locked up in a tower so that 

he wouldn't have the capacity to grant his insight to other people. So as to get away, Daedalus 

made wings for himself and his child using plumes and wax. During their flight towards 

freedom, Daedalus was believed to have cautioned his child to not go excessively near the sun 

for the dread of the wax in his wings melting. However, Icarus, who was in great spirits, soared 

high above the skies and went so near the sun that his wings fell off and he died.  The tale of 

Icarus and Daedalus can find parallels in the tale of Jatayu and Sampati as described in the 

Ramayana. However in contrast to the Greek tale, the story of Jatayu and Sampati is one of 

fraternal affection. 

Hermes and Narada are both sons of two most powerful Gods in their own respective 

mythologies. Hermes was the child of Zeus while Narada was the child of Brahma. They are also 

similar on some other grounds. They both act as messengers. Both of them are often known to 

trap and delude individuals with their words. We can likewise draw parallels between Hades and 

Yama. Both are Gods of the underworld and after life. They allot a man a place in Heaven or 

Hell, in light of their virtues and vices. Both are deeply concerned with justice. Similarly, in 

Hindu Mythology, we have "Saptharishis", the seven brilliant stars that can control even the 

Sun. In Greek Mythology, we have "Pleiades", the seven sisters who are also a cluster of stars. 

Like Lakshmi, the Goddess of Wealth in Indian Mythology, we have Hera, the Goddess 

of Wealth in Greek Mythology. Like Saraswathi, the Goddess of knowledge, in Greek there is 

Athena, the Goddess of wisdom. Like Varuna, the God of the Seas in Indian Mythology, we 

have Poseidon, the God of the Oceans in Greek Myths. Vishwakarma is the Hindu God of 

workmanship; likewise Hephaestus is the Greek God of design and manufacture. Skanda 
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otherwise known as Subrahmanya rides a peacock and holds a spear close by, is the Hindu God 

of War. The Greek God of war is Ares, and he carries a similar weapon-a spear. Krishna and 

Achilles were both heroes of their respective mythologies. They were both killed by arrows 

piercing their heel- the only vulnerable part of their body. The God of love and desire, both 

Kamadeva and Cupid shoot arrows into the hearts of unsuspecting people to make them fall in 

love. Likewise, there are some striking likenesses between the folklore of Heracles and Krishna 

which are difficult to overlook. For example, the picture of Lord Krishna battling the snake 

Kaliya can be discovered reflected in the picture of Hercules battling Hydra, a snake with 

numerous heads. 

Thus we can trace clear parallels between Greek and Indian Mythologies. India and 

Greece are two great civilizations which can boast of rich and diverse myths, yet when analyzed 

in depth, we can come up with striking similarities in terms of character and stories. 
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