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 Abstract 

 Web based Social Networking Sites have increased in recent years. Several books and articles have been written 

from the past twenty years on the area of the subject using Social Networking Sites (SNSs) in different fields of 

study. On the other hand, in the area of experimental and applied linguistics, in common, and particularly in second 

language teaching (SLT), the value of SNSs seems to have been an untouched area of investigation. In this paper, an 

effort is being made to develop our understanding on the subject of the execution and implementation of latest 

technologies such as Social Networking Sites (SNSs) and second language teaching (SLT).This understanding will 

provide a room for investigation on the issues, which has been generally ignored in the field of English Language 

Teaching (ELT). The issue possibly might signify a considerable challenge not only for emerging and developing 

cities including Jammu and Kashmir, but for other state’s around the Country. To put it in a different way, using 

Social Networking Sites could provide a vital importance in enhancing second language teaching programs of both 

emerged and emerging countries. 
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Introduction 

Recently, there has been an escalating interest in the application of innovative technology to deal with the challenges 

in second language teaching and learning. Pollock (2007) believed that in order to be successful teachers and 

educators, they need to incorporate different learning tools keeping in mind the effective teaching methods that are 
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already in use. Another straightforward explanation of the term by Boyd and Ellison (2008), Social Networking 

Sites are defined as  

Web-based services that allow individuals to (1) construct a public or semipublic 

profile within a bounded system, (2) articulate a list of other users with whom they 

share a connection, and (3) view and traverse their list of connections and those 

made by others within the system. The nature and nomenclature of these 

connections may vary from site to site. (p. 211) 

Science and technology are continuously advancing. Online tutoring and technology incorporated education are now 

vital. The educator’s should acquire some of the qualities while training his/her students. The educator’s 

individuality, approach, skillfully handling teaching materials, capability in answering students’ questions and 

aptitude to teach by means of techniques instills attention among students. However, there remains a relative dearth 

of research regarding the instructors' experiences of using social media in their teaching. Furthermore, little detailed 

attention seems to have been paid to the role of Social Networking Sites (henceforward SNSs) in second language 

teacher education programs in metropolitan states, including the state of Jammu and Kashmir. To encounter with 

this situation to fill in and to account for, in this research paper, an effort is being made for the usage of Social 

Networking Sites in Second Language Teaching (SLT). It’s no secret that most of students & teachers have smart 

Mobile Phones and are using social networking sites for educational purpose. In context to that, there are 

applications that suggest social media in an educational context. By the variety of social media platforms efforts are 

being made to support the learning and development by which the quality of teaching will be increased abruptly. 

The study tells that making social networking sites (SNSs) as a part of conventional teaching, will attract students 

and can motivate them in E- learning process.  

SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES (SNSs) AND TEACHING 

It has been verified and experimented that in the field of psychology and linguistics the practice of the stored 

information or the human mind vocabulary is resolved by the psychosomatic state of the receiver. This idea was also 

supported by the Aristotle’s Greek philosophy which emphasizes on the theory of knowledge that some form of 

entertainment should be used while delivering the lessons. So as far as I am concerned I think that these Social 

Networking sites (SNSs) will be helpful in generating a revolution in the field of education, provided we should 

have the ability to meet the requirements of Science and Knowledge. In general, the Social Networking sites (SNSs) 

focuses on building online resource for the common interest of the communities and provides them with the tools 

that help them to do so. Social Networking sites (SNSs) led to attract people towards E-Learning and the researchers 
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carrying out the study examined this phenomenon and clarified the reason behind the attraction towards the 

innovative mode of learning in classrooms. Now we can observe from the previous studies that the social 

networking sites will play a main role in developing and improving education both at the level of the teachers or 

students. 

 Implementation of Innovative Uses of (SNSs) in Teacher Education 

Generally speaking, “social media are technologies that smooth the progress of social interface, make possible 

relationship, and enable thoughtfulness across stakeholders. These technologies include media (text, photo, audio, 

video), blogs, wiki, networking platforms (including Whatsapp, Facebook), and other virtual worlds" (Bryer & 

Zavatarro, 2011).The diversification in the field of technology has become much more important and open to 

innovation on the part of educationalist (i.e., practitioners in training and teaching) (Kukulska-hulme & Pettit, 2009). 

In this regard, some of the important Social Networking technologies are given below for educators and 

stakeholders.  

1. Blogging with the help of Mobile. 

2. Mobile Messaging (instant-messaging). 

3. Wikis (modifiable collaborative web pages). 

4. Video conferencing (Simulated Face-Face communication). 

5. Podcasting (Web based Broadcast) 

6. Vodcasting (video podcast over web broadcast) 

7. Electronic teaching sites. 

8. Virtual classroom & staffroom. 

9. Virtual Blackboard or Projector. 

10. Multimedia consulting organizations. 

11. Lecture on demand (LoD) 

12. Online testing system. 

Objectives Obtained from the above innovative platforms  

In the field of education, social-networking sites offer a student the opportunity to connect with other students, 

educators, administrators, alumni, both within and outside his current institution. Scholars praise social-

networking tools for their capability to attract, motivate and engage students in meaningful communicative 
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practice, content exchange, and collaboration (N.Mills, 2011). Some of the objectives obtained from these 

platforms are as under. 

 

1. Vocabulary is enriched in both educators and learners. 

2. Students’ computational skill can be improved. 

3. Reading skill Improvement. 

4. Speaking skill Improvement. 

5. Listening skill Improvement. 

6. Accent & pronunciation Improvement. 

7. Development of appropriate use of selective lexis.  

Conclusion  

The aim of this research paper was to focus on the necessity of latest applications of Social Networking Sites in 

teaching at various levels. This paper also focuses on the issues in respect of the utility of Social Networking 

Sites (SNSs) in teacher education and English language teaching, Social Networking Sites (SNSs) for the 

development of professional teaching, the value of modern innovative uses of (SNSs) in teacher education (e.g., 

podcasting, vodcasting, blogs, messaging, etc.), skills and methodological concerns are also touched in this 

paper.  

In view of the previous discussions in this paper, it is not difficult to understand the importance of innovative 

technologies in education and English Language Teaching. On the other hand, one might be on the finding’s 

that with the utilization of the innovative technologies in programs like second language teacher education and 

learning is a challenging factor for teachers & educators. Kukulska Hulme (2008) are of the view that, 

the main obstacle in the implementation and integration of innovative technologies 

in teaching and learning programs pertains to "lack of personal experience of 

mobile learning on the part of those involved in teaching" (p. 9) and also the people 

who are responsible for the "preparation of distance learning materials and 

resources, and more generally, those who devise programs, courses, and methods of 

supporting learners" (p. 9). 
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In this regard many teachers, educators and syllabus designers are bound to consider the application, integration 

and implementation of latest innovative technologies in various teaching programs in order to regulate the 

teachers' line of work and occupations. In short, using latest and modern methodologies in the classroom will 

provide learners the congenial and positive way of learning language meaningfully. Students will be able to 

understand the significance of learning second language without any panic and this will help them to endow 

with the influence of self-confidence and accomplishment. Thus this remains very exciting and promising area 

of academic research justifying the scope of further assessment and investigation. In view of the facts and 

discussions, further vital investigations are requisite to carry on the opinions made in this paper revealing and 

opening up some new opportunities of research. 
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