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ABSTRACT: 

India is a cradle of various sects living in complete socio-cultural harmony. Reverence for nature and its 

creations is the unifying ethical principle in India. We get lots of information about the relationships between 

man and nature and the human behaviors and indebtedness towards nature from the messages of environmental 

conservation contained in the Vedic and Puranic literatures and the goals for sustainable development inspired 

by these literatures. Following the scientific revolution, in secular philosophies nature came to be regarded as a 

valueless realm, governed by mechanistic causal forces. Values arose only with the interests and preferences of 

humans. Environmental quality is necessary for quality of human life. Now the loss in environmental values has 

started to harm human culture, and it is losing the support of nature. If nature no longer supports civilization, 

cultures will not be able to exist without nature’s givens and the life support system of the earth. The 

development of human civilization can be possible only in a healthy environment. Therefore, there is a need to 

recognize the values of the environment and disseminate information and initiate a dialogue on Environmental 

law, its enforcement and the evolution of the concept of Sustainable Development, manifolds. 
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Introduction: 

“The way we see the world 

shapes the way we treat it.” 

If a mountain is a deity, not a pile of ore;  

If a river is one of the veins of the land, not potential irrigation water; 

If a forest is asacred grove, not timber; 

If other species are biological kin, not sources;  
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or if the planet is our mother, not an opportunity––then we will treat each other with greater 

respect. Thus is the challenge, to look at the world from a different perspective.”                                                                                                  

(David Suzuki)$ 

India is a cradle of various sects living in complete socio-cultural harmony. Reverence for nature and 

its creations is the unifying ethical principle in India. Relation of man and environment and his 

indebtness towards nature are uttered thousands of years ago in the Vedic and Puranic literatures, in 

Upanishads, Arthashastra, Charak Samhita, Ramayana and Mahabharata. The relevance of quotes 

from Iso- Upanishad,―Human beings should not be above nature. Let no one species encroach into the 

rights and privileges of other species‖ can be seen today, as human civilization controlled by 

technological weapons and scientific knowledge has developed materialistic by using, misusing, 

exploiting and over-exploiting the finite and scarce natural resources of earth. The concept of 

sustainable development which the modern environmentalists are harping upon for a more stable 

development and judicious utilization of resources without impairing their sufficiency for future life 

forms was perhaps inspired by these verses of the Iso-Upanishad. Thus signifying, if we explore our 

core literatures, they will be of great utility to guide us to achieve sustainable development goals with 

a target of 2030. Another aspect which needs to be inculcated in human society and human 

values is environmental ethics for healthy living. Slaughtering, extirpation, whooping of 

animals, destruction of habitats of various life forms for human greed and development as a 

result of population explosion are some of the ethical views to ponder upon. Humans need to 

include nature in their ethics;humans need to include themselves in nature to maintain 

sustainable relationship with the environment. We regard nature as valueless realm, as are 

now governed by mechanistic causal forces to develop scientifically and technologically. 

Human civilization existed and developed with a support of nature, but now they are 

developing at the expense of nature. Humans need to understand and utilize natural resources 

judiciously and ethically otherwise loss in environmental values will harm human culture, 

will no longer supportscivilization and lifesupportsystem of the earth. The development of 

human civilization can be possibleonly in a healthy environment. Therefore, we must 

recognize the values of theenvironment.Such type of vision we can obtain only if we sustain 

human values such as dayā, karuṇ ā etc. in our life.  

Rationale of the Study: 

Environment is an all-encompassing term and there has never been a more appropriate time 

to consider environmental law than now. Globalization and technological innovations have 
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changed the industrial composition typically from resource and agricultural based industries 

to heavy industries, high-tech manufacturing etc., which has precipitated a massive 

environmental change. At Earth Summit in 1992 we saw United Nations Conference on 

Environment and Development, emphasizing the significance of "Sustainable Development", 

describing it as "a dynamic program". With the passing of each day, the need to disseminate 

information and initiate a dialogue on Environmental law, its enforcement and the evolution 

of the concept of Sustainable Development, is increasing manifolds. 

Today, the environmental crisis is a tremendous problem globally, whether developing 

countries or developed countries.Considering the state of our country, condition is alarming 

and no longer feasible to ignore existing environmental conditions. Seventy percent (70%) of 

all theavailable water in India is polluted (23rd June, 2006, The Tribune). Nearlyfifty three 

(53%) percent of Indian‘s total land area is subject to serious environmentaldegradation. 

Deforestation, siltation, water, air and noise pollution, insanitation- all these areposing a 

serious threat not only to the quality of life in India, but also to its basic survival.According to 

an estimate more than eighty percent Indians suffer fromwater-borne diseases like typhoid, 

cholera and jaundice. 

Compendium of environmental statistics which aims to serve as reference material for 

environment planners, policy makers,and government and non- government organizations 

quoted ―When solid waste is not collected and disposed of efficiently and effectively, it 

attracts rodents and flies which spread diseases. It also pollutes and degrades land and water 

resources. If these wastes are left untreated, they would ferment slowly and produce bio-gas 

which would be distributed in the atmosphere. The bio-gas contains 65-70% methane gas 

which is a greenhouse gas, have a global warming potential 34 times more than that of 

Carbon Dioxide. Therefore, development of suitable technologies for utilization of wastes is 

essential to minimize adverse health and environment consequences. Comprehensive 

guidelines are available with Central Pollution Control Board for Toxic Waste Management 

including hospital wastes. 

Also, as per UN Habitat, a slum is characterized by lack of durable housing, insufficient 

living area, and lack of access to clean water, inadequate sanitation and insecure tenure. 

Under, Section -3 of the Slum Area Improvement and Clearance Act, 1956, slums have been 
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defined as mainly those residential areas where dwellings are in any respect unfit for human 

habitation by reasons of dilapidation, overcrowding, faulty arrangements and designs of such 

buildings, narrowness or faulty arrangement of streets, lack of ventilation, light, sanitation 

facilities or any combination of these factors which are detrimental to safety, health and 

morals.In India, according to the census 2001, 1743 cities/towns reported slums. Total slum 

population was around 42 million which accounted for 23.1% of the population of 

cities/towns reporting slums. However, as per the Census 2011 total number of towns 

reported slums has increased to 2613. Only 4 States/UTs in India- Manipur, Daman & Diu, 

Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Lakshadweep were classified "Not Reporting Slums".  

This statistics signifies an erosion of human values centering environmental concerns and so 

the need arise to think about restoration of environmental values and ethics for bringing 

sustainable existence of the world. 

Human Values and Environmental Ethics:  

A human value is the “desirable” that influences the selection of our actions (Williams, 

2000). 

But in today‘s scenario this ―desirable‖ is ―any action which serves your purpose‘ rather than 

‗societal acceptance of that action‘. Historically we claim to possess specific human values, 

but now these are espoused, and no longer determine individual‘s character. The values 

ingrained in today‘s youth are the ‗values-in-use‘, their materialistic perception of existence, 

which will hinder the efforts towards sustainability thereby determining the fate of human 

civilization. The need to inculcate values in connection to environment makes a call for 

development of environmental ethics.Ethics in relation with environment is called 

environmental ethics. The concept of environmental ethics can be found in the writings of 

Aldo Leopold around five decades from now, describing ethics as the study of the relation 

between man and soil, man and animals, man and trees etc. Leopold has expressed his view 

regarding this ethics as follows:―the action will be treated as good when it will be capable of 

bringing the sustainable existence, beauty and integration of whole bio-sphere and the nature. 

On the other hand, the action will be treated as bad when it will not be capable of bringing the 

sustainable existence, beauty and integration of whole bio-sphere and the nature‖.Ethics and 

values developed in humans towards nature will help in defining their attitude, their morals 
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and ethical obligations towards environment, thereby reflecting upon concerned 

environmental issues like pollution, depletion of natural resources, loss of biodiversity, 

destruction of ecosystems, and global climate change . 

Vedic Vision: To nurture the nature 

Our ancient Indian scriptures like Vedas regarded Man and Nature in a holistic manner .The 

seers of that times had high level of awareness and concern towards environmental 

protection, ecological balance, weather cycles, rainfall phenomena, hydrologic cycle,other 

environmental factors influencing various life forms and imbalance that can be caused due to 

undesirable effects of exploitation of environment by human activities.To quote one of the 

Vedic prayers that invoke divine intervention to bless and protect the environment, ―Do not 

harm the environment; do not harm the water and the flora; earth is my mother, I am her son; 

may the waters remain fresh, do not harm the waters... Tranquility is to the atmosphere, to the 

earth, to the waters, to the crops and vegetation."  

The Rig Veda venerates deities like Mitra, Varuna, Indra, Maruts and Aditya, that are 

responsible for maintaining the requisite balance in the functioning of all entities of Nature 

whether the mountains, lakes, heaven and earth, the forests or the waters.  

The seers of Rig Veda speak on behalf of earth for its principle of replenishment "You give 

me and I give you". They look at every entity of Nature with the eyes of a friend and 

sympathiser: "Mitrasyaahamchakshushaasarvaanibhootaanisameekshe." 

The Rig Veda referred to ozone layer that filters harmful rays and protects environment. In a 

hymn,seers prayto the Ashvins for their indulgence for protection against any excessive solar 

flares that also affect earth's temperature. 

Vedic view on environment is well-defined in one verse of the Atharvaveda where three 

coverings of our surroundings are referred as ―Chandamsi: ‗Wise utilize three elements 

variously which are varied, visible and full of qualities. These are water, air and plants or 

herbs. They exist in the world from the very beginning. They are called as Chandansi 

meaning ‗coverings available everywhere.‘‖10. According to Upanishads the universe 

consists of five basic elements³viz., 1. Earth 2Water3. Light4. Air5 ether. 
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 The nature maintains a state of balance among these constituents supporting life to exist. 

Any kind of disturbance among these constituents beyond certain limit can thereby cause lots 

of problems to healthy living. 

The evolution of human life is exposed by the Upanishads as ―The earth is essence of nature; 

water is the essence of earth; Vegetation is the essence of water, human life is essence of 

vegetation, meditation is the essence of human life, recitation, essence of balance or harmony 

is the existence of human beings. 

The glorification of the earth has been cited in the PŗthivīSūkta of Atharva Veda. In 

this Sūkta it is stated,―to look after the grasses, to protect the medicinal plants and to keep the 

open space in the city. It has been called upon here to bring a peaceful integration of man for 

keeping the balance of the nature‖. It is stated in Manusaṁhitā that the ―killing animals is an 

impediment to liberation in life‖. In the Arthāśāstra of Kautilya―throwing the garbage in the 

roads, ponds, rivers, walls etc. is considered as a punishable offence‖. In Carakasaṁhitā ,the 

harmful effect of air pollution has been brought to our notice. The physical as well as mental 

diseases caused by air pollution are mentioned in Anuśāsanaparva of the Mahābhārata. The 

necessity of the protection of the nature, the value of natural resources, the conduct of man 

with them etc. – all these are mentioned in the Rāmāyana and also other epics. During 

Ashoka period, the 5th pillar edict lays down that ― killing different species of animals and 

birds which are harmless, which are of utility and are not eaten, which are with younger ones 

and are giving milk should not be killed and during fast days and full moon days 

deforestation must be prohibited‖.  

This kind of gratitude was shown towards nature anciently which disappeared now. Despite 

of all ancient wisdom, with the development of science and technology the environment is 

damaged and ecological balance is disturbed. To control these ecological imbalances and to 

protect environment, India needs to pursue the path of ethical and sustainable economy,which 

coincides with the philosophy of ecological economics for sustainable development. 

Steps towards sustainability: 2030 agenda for sustainable development: 

In the Vedic tradition, it is clearly stated that the life of each species is meant for well-being 

of all other species all of the 8, 40,000 species on the planet live for each other except for 
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one. The conventional economics always favors maximizing the material wealth so that 

individual will have a better quality of life.  

The sustainability rules of ecological economics are:-  

1. ―The rate of exploitation of renewable resources should not exceed the regeneration rate.  

2. The pollution should be kept at or below the waste absorptive capacity of the environment. 

For degradable waste the rate of discharge should be less than the rate which ecosystem can 

absorb, whereas the persistent rate of discharges should be zero since the ecosystem has no 

capacity to assimilate such wastes.  

3. The Extraction of nonrenewable resources should be consistent with the development of 

renewable substitute.‖ 

The Convention on Biological Diversity ,an earlier United Nations document on 

sustainability produced by the World Commission on Environment and Development 

(WCED 1987) also  known as the Brundtland Report noted that,―planetary systems vital to 

supporting life on earth were under strain‖. In face of increasing evidence those planetary 

systems vital to life-support were under strain, the concept of sustainable development is 

constructed in the report to encourage certain globally coordinated directions and types of 

economic and social development. The report defines ―sustainable development‖ in the 

following way: 

―Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It contains within it 

two key concepts: 

 the concept of ―needs‖, in particular the essential needs of the world‘s poor, to which 

overriding priority should be given; and 

 the idea of limitations imposed by the state of technology and social organization on 

the environment‘s ability to meet present and future needs‖ . (WCED 1987, Ch. 2, 

paragraphs 1–2) 

Sustainability views that societal and environmental issues are highly interdependent. A very 

limited research is done on the interrelationship of human values and sustainable 

development, but still in view of today‘s environmental crisis faced globally, most advocate, 

the need of ―basic change in values‖ for sustainable development. The three value sets that 
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follow are frequently cited as contributing directly or indirectly to problems that make 

sustainability more difficult to achieve: individualism and hedonism (Etzioni, 2002); non-

democratic values(Twomey, 2006; Leiserowitz, Kates, and Parris,2006); and pretence of 

knowledge (Hayek, 1989, Ghoshal, 2005). 

We all are aware of the fact that if our environment is not protected, ifnonsensical and 

irresponsible deeds of human beings are not stopped, our existence would be at stake. We are 

facing innumerable natural hazards or calamities like earthquake, lack of rain, drought, flood, 

thunder, storm, tsunami, hurricane, tornado, typhoon, cyclone etc in every year in the world. 

Governments of all countries have taken, and have been taking many precautionary measures 

to eradicate the same. 

One of the steps towards environmental crisis is achievement of Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) by 2030. The objective of SDG is―to produce a set of universally applicable 

goals that balances the three dimensions of sustainable development: environmental, social, 

and economic‖.Now we must shift the world onto a sustainable path. The SDGs aim to do 

just that, with 2030 as the target date.This new development agenda applies to all countries, 

promotes peaceful and inclusive societies, creates better jobs and tackles the environmental 

challenges of our time—particularly climate change. 

UNDP Administrator Helen Clark noted: "This agreement marks an important milestone in 

putting our world on an inclusive and sustainable course. If we all work together, we have a 

chance of meeting citizens’ aspirations for peace, prosperity, and wellbeing, and to preserve 

our planet." 

However, the depth, scope and urgency of the sustainability challenge will require a greater 

response—not only in time and effort, but also in creativity, innovation and fundamental 

changes in lifestyles and existing practices. 

We doubt that others can meet the challenge without embracing values that provide the 

context that enables actions to emerge that align with sustainability. We need to believe in a 

sustainable future and act to transform ourselves and our organizations for the purpose of 

preserving planet and people; and (B) Make this our passion and, along with others, inquire 

about and build a new paradigm for the corporation and society—one that incorporates 

human values that are aligned with sustainability (Hamel, 2009).  
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By shining a light on the gaps between the espoused values and valuesin- use, the stage is set 

to bring about greater alignment. 

CONCLUSION 

From the above detailed discussion, we can conclude that Vedas, the ancient treasure of our 

culture can provide us paths for misguided ecology to achieve true sustainability. Vedic 

messages guide us to live in harmony with environment, and it equally belongs to all living 

forms. It views human perfection and happiness from integrated perspectives, which 

embraces both material and spiritual values in individual and harmonious unity. The Vedas 

will guide to enlighten the inner human soul in order to maintain moral values, true purpose 

of life and care for nature. The Vedic cultures are unique from development perspectives.  It 

is high time to wake up and be aware of this lofty and insightful life vision of our rishis. The 

present crisis of environment degradation is the direct result of this merciless exploitation and 

ravishment of nature. As long as a sense of love and respect for nature is not developed, all 

materialistic efforts of environment protection would remain superficial and futile. There can 

be no solution to the environmental crisis without bringing about a fundamental change in our 

outlook and values.Values are the soul of human activities. The environmental crisis is 

fundamentally acrisis of values. Therefore, the future of human sustainable development 

dependsfundamentally on a change in our values, especially on our recognizing and 

preservingenvironmental values.  
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