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Preface 

This book, English Literature for Competitive 

Examinations – Part I, has been carefully designed to serve 

as a concise and comprehensive guide for students preparing 

for various competitive examinations in English literature. It 

covers a significant and foundational period of literary history, 

beginning from the Age of Chaucer and extending up to the 

Restoration Age. These eras form the backbone of English 

literary tradition and are essential for understanding the 

evolution of language, genres, and literary thought. 

The primary aim of this book is to present complex 

literary movements, authors, and texts in a simplified and 

systematic manner. Each age has been clearly structured to 

help learners grasp key concepts, major writers, important 

works, and characteristic features without unnecessary 

difficulty. Special attention has been given to ensure that the 

content is exam-oriented, making it highly useful for objective 

tests, short answers, and descriptive questions commonly 

asked in competitive examinations. 

The Age of Chaucer introduces the beginnings of 

English literature with its transition from medieval traditions 

to early Renaissance thought. The Elizabethan Age highlights 

the golden era of drama and poetry, while the Jacobean and 
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Caroline periods reflect a shift in tone, complexity, and 

political influence. The Puritan Age emphasizes moral 

seriousness and prose development.  

This book has been prepared with the intention of 

helping students revise quickly and effectively. It is hoped that 

this work will not only assist students in examinations but 

also deepen their appreciation of the richness and continuity 

of English literature. 
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Introduction to English Literature 

English Literature is one of the richest and most 

influential branches of world literature. It refers to literary 

works written in the English language across different periods, 

regions, and cultures. English literature includes various forms 

such as poetry, drama, prose, fiction, essays, and literary 

criticism. It reflects human emotions, imagination, culture, 

philosophy, politics, and social life through artistic expression. 

The origin of English literature can be traced back to 

the Old English period, beginning with works such as Beowulf, 

one of the earliest epic poems in English. Over centuries, 

English literature evolved through several literary ages 

including the Middle English period, the Renaissance, the 

Romantic Age, the Victorian Age, the Modern Age, and the 

Postmodern period. Each age contributed new themes, styles, 

and literary movements that shaped the development of 

literature. 

Literature is often described as the “mirror of society” 

because it records human experiences and social realities. 

Through literature, readers understand the customs, beliefs, 

traditions, and historical background of different periods. It not 

only entertains but also educates and inspires people. Literary 

works help readers develop imagination, critical thinking, 

emotional understanding, and appreciation for language and 

culture. 

English literature is broadly divided into three major 

genres: poetry, prose, and drama. Poetry expresses emotions 

and ideas through rhythmic and figurative language. Drama 

presents stories through dialogues and performances on stage. 
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Prose includes novels, short stories, essays, and biographies 

written in ordinary language. These genres have produced 

numerous masterpieces that continue to influence readers 

worldwide. 

Many great writers contributed to the growth of 

English literature. William Shakespeare is regarded as the 

greatest dramatist in English literature for his timeless plays 

and sonnets. Geoffrey Chaucer is known as the “Father of 

English Poetry” for The Canterbury Tales. John Milton 

enriched literature with epic poetry such as Paradise Lost. 

Romantic poets like William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor 

Coleridge emphasized nature, imagination, and emotions. 

Victorian novelists such as Charles Dickens portrayed social 

issues and human struggles in their works. 

The twentieth century introduced modernism and 

experimental techniques in literature. Writers like T. S. Eliot, 

James Joyce, and Virginia Woolf explored themes of alienation, 

psychological depth, and fragmented modern life. 

Contemporary literature further expanded to include 

postcolonial, feminist, and multicultural perspectives. 

The study of English literature is important for students 

preparing for competitive examinations such as UGC-NET, 

SET, TRB, UPSC, and other university examinations. 

Questions are commonly asked from literary periods, authors, 

major works, literary movements, literary criticism, and figures 

of speech. Therefore, a systematic understanding of English 

literary history and concepts is essential for success in such 

examinations. 
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English literature also contributes to language 

development and communication skills. By reading literary 

texts, students improve vocabulary, comprehension, analytical 

ability, and writing skills. Literature encourages empathy and 

broadens the understanding of diverse cultures and human 

experiences. It remains a powerful medium that connects 

people across nations and generations. 

In conclusion, English literature is a vast and dynamic 

field that reflects the intellectual and emotional journey of 

humanity. From ancient epics to contemporary novels, it 

continues to inspire readers with its artistic beauty and 

universal themes. The study of English literature not only 

enhances academic knowledge but also deepens one’s 

understanding of life, society, and human values. 

The history of English Literature represents the gradual 

development of literary expression in England from ancient 

times to the modern world. It traces the evolution of language, 

culture, society, religion, politics, and artistic thought through 

literary works produced over many centuries. The history of 

English literature is generally divided into different literary 

periods or ages, each characterized by distinct themes, styles, 

and literary movements. 

The beginning of English literature can be traced to the 

Old English or Anglo-Saxon period, which lasted from around 

450 A.D. to 1066 A.D. During this time, literature was mainly 

oral and heroic in nature. Poems and songs were recited by 

bards and minstrels. The most important work of this period is 

Beowulf, an epic poem that reflects the bravery, loyalty, and 

warrior culture of the Anglo-Saxons. Old English literature was 
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strongly influenced by religion after the spread of Christianity 

in England. 

The Norman Conquest of 1066 marked the beginning 

of the Middle English period. French and Latin greatly 

influenced the English language and literature during this age. 

Literature became more refined and diverse. The most 

significant writer of this period was Geoffrey Chaucer, often 

called the “Father of English Literature.” His famous work The 

Canterbury Tales presented realistic pictures of medieval 

society through a series of stories narrated by different 

characters. Middle English literature also included romances, 

religious writings, and morality plays. 

The Renaissance period, beginning in the sixteenth 

century, brought a revival of learning, humanism, and classical 

knowledge. This age witnessed remarkable growth in poetry, 

drama, and prose. The Elizabethan Age, during the reign of 

Queen Elizabeth I, is considered the golden age of English 

drama. William Shakespeare dominated this period with his 

great tragedies, comedies, and historical plays. Writers such as 

Christopher Marlowe, Ben Jonson, and Edmund Spenser also 

contributed significantly to literature during the Renaissance. 

The seventeenth century included the Jacobean Age, 

the Puritan Age, and the Restoration period. This period 

reflected political conflict, religious struggle, and scientific 

advancement. John Milton became famous for his epic poem 

Paradise Lost, which explored themes of sin, free will, and 

redemption. Metaphysical poets like John Donne used 

intellectual imagery and complex metaphors in their poetry. 

Restoration literature focused on wit, satire, and realism. 
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The eighteenth century is known as the Augustan Age 

or the Age of Reason. Literature emphasized logic, order, and 

satire. Writers such as Alexander Pope and Jonathan Swift 

criticized society and human weaknesses through satirical 

writings. This period also witnessed the rise of the English 

novel with writers like Daniel Defoe, Samuel Richardson, and 

Henry Fielding. 

The Romantic Age began at the end of the eighteenth 

century as a reaction against reason and industrialization. 

Romantic writers celebrated imagination, nature, emotion, and 

individual freedom. Poets such as William Wordsworth, 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, John Keats, Percy Bysshe Shelley, 

and Lord Byron transformed English poetry through their 

lyrical and imaginative works. 

The Victorian Age reflected the effects of 

industrialization, scientific discoveries, and social change. 

Novel became the dominant literary form of this period. Writers 

like Charles Dickens, Thomas Hardy, George Eliot, and 

Charlotte Brontë portrayed social problems, morality, and 

human suffering in their novels. Victorian poetry was 

represented by poets such as Alfred Lord Tennyson and Robert 

Browning. 

The twentieth century introduced Modernism, which 

reflected the uncertainty and disillusionment caused by world 

wars and rapid social changes. Modern writers experimented 

with new literary techniques and psychological depth. 

Important modern writers include T. S. Eliot, James Joyce, 

Virginia Woolf, and D. H. Lawrence. Postmodern literature 

later questioned traditional narratives and introduced diversity, 

multiculturalism, and fragmented storytelling. 
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Today, English literature has become global in nature. 

Writers from Asia, Africa, America, and other parts of the 

world contribute to literature in English. Contemporary 

literature discusses themes such as identity, gender, race, 

migration, technology, and globalization. 

In conclusion, the history of English literature is the 

story of the growth of human thought, imagination, and artistic 

creativity across centuries. Each literary period reflects the 

social, political, and cultural conditions of its age. The study of 

literary history helps readers understand the evolution of 

language, ideas, and artistic traditions, making it an essential 

part of literary studies and competitive examinations. 
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The Old English Period (450 A.D. – 1066 A.D.) 

The Old English Period, also known as the Anglo-

Saxon Period, is the earliest phase in the history of English 

Literature. It extends from approximately 450 A.D. to 1066 

A.D., ending with the Norman Conquest of England. This 

period marks the foundation of English language and literature. 

The literature of this age reflects the life, beliefs, traditions, 

heroism, and religious values of the Anglo-Saxon people who 

migrated to England from Germany, Denmark, and nearby 

regions. 

The language used during this period was Old English 

or Anglo-Saxon, which is very different from modern English. 

Much of the literature was initially oral in nature and was 

passed down through songs and storytelling before being 

written down by monks and scholars. Poetry was the dominant 

literary form, and poets known as “scops” recited heroic tales 

in royal courts and public gatherings. 

The Old English Period was greatly influenced by two 

major elements: pagan warrior culture and Christianity. Early 

Anglo-Saxon literature celebrated bravery, loyalty, honor, and 

warfare. Heroes were admired for their physical strength and 

courage in battle. Later, after the spread of Christianity in 

England, religious themes and moral teachings became 

important parts of literature. Thus, Old English literature often 

combines heroic ideals with Christian values. 

The most important literary work of this period is 

Beowulf, the earliest surviving epic poem in English literature. 

The poem narrates the adventures of the hero Beowulf, who 

fights the monster Grendel, Grendel’s mother, and finally a 
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dragon. Beowulf reflects the heroic spirit, loyalty, and struggle 

between good and evil. It also presents themes of fate, 

mortality, and courage. The poem remains a landmark in 

English literary history. 

Apart from Beowulf, several religious poems and prose 

works were produced during this age. Important religious poets 

include Caedmon and Cynewulf. Caedmon is considered one 

of the earliest known English poets. His work mainly dealt with 

Biblical themes and Christian teachings. Cynewulf wrote 

religious poems such as Christ, Elene, and Juliana, which 

focused on spirituality and faith. 

Another important prose writer of this period was King 

Alfred the Great, who encouraged learning and translation of 

Latin works into English. He played a major role in preserving 

English culture and education. Historical writings such as The 

Anglo-Saxon Chronicle also emerged during this time. This 

chronicle is an important historical record of Anglo-Saxon 

England. 

Old English poetry possessed certain distinctive 

features. One major characteristic was the use of alliteration 

instead of rhyme. Repetition of consonant sounds created 

rhythm and musical quality in poetry. Another feature was the 

use of kennings, which are metaphorical compound 

expressions. For example, the sea was called the “whale-road,” 

and the king was described as the “ring-giver.” Such 

expressions added imaginative richness to the poetry. 

Elegiac poems were also common during this period. 

Poems such as The Wanderer and The Seafarer expressed 

sorrow, loneliness, exile, and the temporary nature of human 
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life. These poems reveal the emotional depth and philosophical 

reflections of Anglo-Saxon society. 

The Norman Conquest of 1066 brought significant 

changes to England. French language and culture began to 

dominate, leading to the decline of Old English and the 

beginning of the Middle English Period. However, the Old 

English Period laid the foundation for the growth of English 

language and literature. 

In conclusion, the Old English Period represents the 

earliest stage of English literary tradition. Its literature reflects 

heroism, religion, loyalty, and the harsh realities of life. Though 

the language may appear difficult today, the works of this 

period continue to hold great historical and literary importance. 

The heroic ideals, poetic techniques, and cultural values of 

Anglo-Saxon literature greatly influenced the later 

development of English literature. 

MCQs – Old English Period 

1. The Old English Period is also known as the 

a) Romantic Age b) Anglo-Saxon Period                       

c) Victorian Age d) Modern Age 

Answer: b) Anglo-Saxon Period 

2. The Old English Period lasted approximately from 

a) 1066–1500 b) 1500–1660 c) 450–1066               

d) 1798–1832 

Answer: c) 450–1066 

3. Which event marks the end of the Old English Period? 

a) Renaissance b) Norman Conquest                            
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c) French Revolution d) Industrial Revolution 

Answer: b) Norman Conquest 

4. The language used during the Old English Period was 

a) Latin b) French c) Middle English d) Old English 

Answer: d) Old English 

5. The earliest surviving epic poem in English literature is 

a) Paradise Lost b) Beowulf c) Canterbury Tales      

d) Faerie Queene 

Answer: b) Beowulf 

6. In Beowulf, Grendel is 

a) A king b) A dragon c) A monster d) A sailor 

Answer: c) A monster 

7. The hero of the Old English epic poem is 

a) Hamlet b) Beowulf c) Macbeth d) Roland 

Answer: b) Beowulf 

8. Old English poetry mainly used 

a) Blank verse b) Free verse c) Alliteration d) Heroic 

couplets 

Answer: c) Alliteration 

9. A “scop” in Anglo-Saxon society was a 

a) Priest b) Warrior c) Poet d) Farmer 

Answer: c) Poet 

10. Which of the following influenced Old English literature? 

a) Paganism and Christianity b) Humanism only        

c) Romanticism d) Realism 

Answer: a) Paganism and Christianity 
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11. Who is regarded as one of the earliest English poets? 

a) Geoffrey Chaucer b) Caedmon c) Shakespeare    

d) Milton 

Answer: b) Caedmon 

12. Cynewulf is known for writing 

a) Romantic poems b) Religious poems c) Satirical 

essays d) Novels 

Answer: b) Religious poems 

13. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is a 

a) Novel b) Drama c) Historical record d) Lyric 

poem 

Answer: c) Historical record 

14. Who encouraged the translation of Latin works into 

English? 

a) King Alfred the Great b) King Arthur c) Henry VIII 

d) Edward III 

Answer: a) King Alfred the Great 

15. The term “kenning” refers to 

a) A rhyme scheme b) A metaphorical expression        

c) A dramatic device d) A prose style 

Answer: b) A metaphorical expression 

16. “Whale-road” in Old English poetry refers to the 

a) Forest b) Sea c) Battlefield d) Palace 

Answer: b) Sea 

17. Which poem expresses themes of exile and loneliness? 

a) The Wanderer b) Lycidas c) Kubla Khan             

d) Ulysses 

Answer: a) The Wanderer 
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18. Which poem is associated with the hardships of sea life? 

a) The Seafarer b) The Raven c) Tintern Abbey      

d) Adonais 

Answer: a) The Seafarer 

19. Old English literature was mostly 

a) Scientific b) Oral c) Dramatic d) Philosophical 

Answer: b) Oral 

20. The Norman Conquest occurred in 

a) 1215 b) 1485 c) 1066 d) 1660 

Answer: c) 1066 

21. The major theme of Beowulf is 

a) Courtly love b) Heroism c) Industrialization       

d) Satire 

Answer: b) Heroism 

22. Which religion later influenced Anglo-Saxon literature? 

a) Buddhism b) Hinduism c) Christianity d) Islam 

Answer: c) Christianity 

23. Old English literature mainly reflects 

a) Courtly manners b) Warrior culture c) Urban life 

d) Scientific discoveries 

Answer: b) Warrior culture 

24. Which of the following is NOT a feature of Old English 

poetry? 

a) Alliteration b) Kennings c) Rhyming couplets     

d) Heroic themes 

Answer: c) Rhyming couplets 
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25. The Old English Period laid the foundation for 

a) French literature b) Modern science                         

c) English language and literature d) Greek philosophy 

Answer: c) English language and literature 
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The Middle English Period (1066–1500) 

The Middle English Period is an important phase in the 

history of English Literature. It extends from 1066 to 1500 and 

begins with the Norman Conquest of England. This period 

marks a significant transformation in the English language, 

literature, and culture. During these centuries, English 

literature developed from its early Anglo-Saxon roots into a 

more refined and expressive literary tradition. 

The Norman Conquest of 1066 brought major political, 

social, and linguistic changes to England. After defeating the 

Anglo-Saxons, the Normans introduced French culture and 

language into English society. For many years, French became 

the language of the royal court, administration, and the upper 

classes, while Latin remained the language of the Church and 

education. English continued to be spoken by common people. 

As a result, the English language absorbed many French and 

Latin words, leading to the development of Middle English. 

The literature of this period reflects the changing society of 

medieval England. Unlike Old English literature, which mainly 

focused on heroism and warfare, Middle English literature 

dealt with religion, romance, chivalry, morality, and everyday 

human life. Literature became more varied and accessible to 

people. Writers began to portray realistic characters and social 

conditions, making literature more closely connected with 

ordinary life. 

One of the most important features of the Middle English 

Period was the growth of religious literature. The Church 

played a dominant role in medieval society, and many literary 

works focused on Christian teachings and morality. Religious 
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dramas such as mystery plays, miracle plays, and morality 

plays became popular during this period. These plays were 

performed in public places and aimed to educate people about 

Biblical stories and moral values. 

Another significant feature of Middle English literature 

was the popularity of romances. Medieval romances narrated 

stories of knights, adventures, love, honor, and chivalry. Tales 

related to King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table 

became widely admired. These stories reflected the ideals of 

bravery, loyalty, and courtly love that were valued in medieval 

society. 

The greatest literary figure of the Middle English Period 

was Geoffrey Chaucer, who is often regarded as the “Father of 

English Literature” and the “Father of English Poetry.” His 

masterpiece The Canterbury Tales is considered one of the 

finest works in English literature. The work presents a group of 

pilgrims traveling to Canterbury, each narrating stories that 

reflect different aspects of medieval life. Chaucer skillfully 

portrayed people from various social classes with realism, 

humor, and psychological insight. His use of Middle English 

helped establish English as a respected literary language. 

Other important writers of this period include William 

Langland, who wrote Piers Plowman, a religious and social 

allegory criticizing corruption in society and the Church. John 

Gower also contributed significantly through his moral and 

philosophical poetry. Another important work of the period is 

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, an anonymous romance 

poem that combines adventure, morality, and supernatural 

elements. 
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Middle English literature also witnessed the development 

of prose writing. Religious sermons, translations, travel 

writings, and chronicles became common. The spread of 

education and the gradual rise of towns and trade contributed 

to the growth of literacy and literary activity. 

Linguistically, the Middle English Period was a transitional 

stage between Old English and Modern English. The grammar 

became simpler, pronunciation changed, and vocabulary 

expanded greatly due to French influence. This transformation 

made the language richer and more flexible for literary 

expression. 

The invention of the printing press by William Caxton in 

England toward the end of the fifteenth century played an 

important role in spreading literature and standardizing the 

English language. Printing increased the availability of books 

and encouraged literary development. 

In conclusion, the Middle English Period was a time of 

major literary and linguistic growth. It witnessed the blending 

of Anglo-Saxon and Norman cultures, the rise of English as a 

literary language, and the emergence of realistic and diverse 

literary forms. The works produced during this period laid the 

foundation for the Renaissance and the later achievements of 

English literature. The Middle English Period remains 

significant for its rich storytelling, moral concerns, and 

contribution to the evolution of English language and literature. 

MCQs – Middle English Period 

1. The Middle English Period lasted approximately from 

a) 450–1066 b) 1066–1500 c) 1500–1660 d) 1798–
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1832 

Answer: b) 1066–1500 

2. Which event marks the beginning of the Middle English 

Period? 

a) Renaissance b) Norman Conquest c) Industrial 

Revolution d) Reformation 

Answer: b) Norman Conquest 

3. The Norman Conquest took place in 

a) 1215 b) 1066 c) 1485 d) 1660 

Answer: b) 1066 

4. After the Norman Conquest, the language of the royal 

court was 

a) English b) Latin c) French d) Greek 

Answer: c) French 

5. During the Middle English Period, Latin was mainly the 

language of 

a) Farmers b) Trade c) Church and education          

d) Drama 

Answer: c) Church and education 

6. Middle English developed through the influence of 

a) Greek and Sanskrit b) French and Latin c) German 

and Italian d) Arabic and Persian 

Answer: b) French and Latin 

7. The “Father of English Literature” is 

a) William Shakespeare b) John Milton c) Geoffrey 

Chaucer d) Ben Jonson 

Answer: c) Geoffrey Chaucer 
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8. The masterpiece of Geoffrey Chaucer is 

a) Paradise Lost b) Piers Plowman c) The Canterbury 

Tales d) Utopia 

Answer: c) The Canterbury Tales 

9. The Canterbury Tales is about 

a) A war between kingdoms b) Pilgrims telling stories 

c) Religious sermons d) Court politics 

Answer: b) Pilgrims telling stories 

10. Chaucer is also called the 

a) Father of Romanticism b) Father of English Poetry 

c) Father of Drama d) Father of Criticism 

Answer: b) Father of English Poetry 

11. Which work criticized corruption in society and the 

Church? 

a) Beowulf b) Piers Plowman c) Utopia d) Doctor 

Faustus 

Answer: b) Piers Plowman 

12. The author of Piers Plowman is 

a) John Gower b) William Langland c) Thomas More 

d) Caedmon 

Answer: b) William Langland 

13. Which type of play taught moral lessons? 

a) Comedy b) Tragedy c) Morality play d) Opera 

Answer: c) Morality play 

14. Miracle plays mainly dealt with 

a) Scientific discoveries b) Biblical stories and saints 

c) Political satire d) Romantic love 

Answer: b) Biblical stories and saints 
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15. Medieval romances mainly focused on 

a) Industrialization b) Chivalry and adventure             

c) Science d) Trade 

Answer: b) Chivalry and adventure 

16. Stories of King Arthur belong to the tradition of 

a) Elegies b) Romances c) Epics d) Satires 

Answer: b) Romances 

17. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight is a 

a) Historical chronicle b) Romance poem c) Satirical 

essay d) Sonnet sequence 

Answer: b) Romance poem 

18. Which invention helped spread literature widely in 

England? 

a) Steam engine b) Telescope c) Printing press         

d) Compass 

Answer: c) Printing press 

19. The printing press was introduced in England by 

a) Geoffrey Chaucer b) William Caxton c) John 

Wycliffe d) Ben Jonson 

Answer: b) William Caxton 

20. Middle English literature mainly reflected 

a) Heroic warfare only b) Religion, romance, and social 

life c) Scientific experiments d) Industrial growth 

Answer: b) Religion, romance, and social life 

21. The Church played a ______ role in medieval society. 

a) Minor b) Dominant c) Economic d) Political only 

Answer: b) Dominant 
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22. Which of the following was NOT a feature of Middle 

English literature? 

a) Chivalry b) Courtly love c) Realistic characters   

d) Blank verse drama 

Answer: d) Blank verse drama 

23. The language of common people during the Middle 

English Period was 

a) Latin b) French c) English d) Greek 

Answer: c) English 

24. The Middle English Period served as a transition between 

a) Greek and Latin b) Old English and Modern English 

c) French and German d) Classical and Romantic Ages 

Answer: b) Old English and Modern English 

25. The Middle English Period laid the foundation for the 

a) Restoration Age b) Renaissance c) Modern Age   

d) Victorian Age 

Answer: b) Renaissance 
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The Age of Renaissance (1500–1660) 

Introduction 

The Renaissance Age is one of the greatest and most 

influential periods in the history of English Literature. The 

word “Renaissance” means “rebirth” or “revival.” It refers to 

the revival of classical learning, art, culture, and humanistic 

thought that began in Italy and later spread throughout Europe, 

including England. In English literature, the Renaissance Age 

roughly extends from 1500 to 1660 and includes the 

Elizabethan Age, Jacobean Age, Caroline Age, and the Puritan 

Age. 

The Renaissance marked a transition from medieval 

beliefs to modern thinking. During the Middle Ages, literature 

and life were mainly centered on religion and the authority of 

the Church. However, the Renaissance encouraged humanism, 

scientific curiosity, individualism, and freedom of thought. 

Writers began to focus on human emotions, beauty, nature, 

politics, and worldly experiences. Classical Greek and Roman 

literature greatly influenced Renaissance writers. 

The Renaissance period also witnessed important 

historical developments such as the invention of the printing 

press, geographical discoveries, the Reformation movement, 

and the rise of nationalism. These changes encouraged 

intellectual growth and literary creativity. Poetry, drama, prose, 

and literary criticism flourished during this age, making it a 

golden period of English literature. 
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Major Writers of the Renaissance Age 

Thomas More 

Thomas More was one of the earliest and most 

influential prose writers of the Renaissance. He is best known 

for his famous work Utopia, a political and philosophical prose 

work describing an ideal society based on justice, equality, and 

rational governance. Through Utopia, More criticized the 

social and political problems of England. His work reflects 

Renaissance humanism and intellectual inquiry. 

Thomas More’s writings introduced critical thinking 

and social awareness into English prose. He combined classical 

ideals with contemporary concerns, making him an important 

figure in Renaissance literature. 

Edmund Spenser 

Edmund Spenser is often called the “Poet’s Poet” 

because of his influence on later poets. His masterpiece The 

Faerie Queene is one of the greatest allegorical poems in 

English literature. The poem celebrates the virtues of holiness, 

temperance, chastity, friendship, justice, and courtesy. It was 

dedicated to Queen Elizabeth I and reflects the spirit of 

nationalism and moral idealism. 

Spenser introduced the Spenserian stanza, a unique 

poetic form later admired by Romantic poets. His poetry 

combines medieval romance with Renaissance humanism and 

classical learning. His rich imagery, musical language, and 

imaginative style made him one of the leading poets of the 

Renaissance Age. 
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Christopher Marlowe 

Christopher Marlowe was one of the pioneers of 

English Renaissance drama. He played a crucial role in the 

development of tragic drama before Shakespeare. His major 

works include Doctor Faustus, Tamburlaine, and The Jew of 

Malta. Marlowe’s heroes are ambitious individuals driven by 

power, knowledge, and desire. 

In Doctor Faustus, Marlowe portrays the tragic 

downfall of a scholar who sells his soul to the devil in exchange 

for unlimited knowledge and power. The play reflects 

Renaissance curiosity, ambition, and the conflict between 

human aspiration and moral limits. 

Marlowe popularized the use of blank verse in drama, 

which later became an important feature of Shakespearean 

plays. His dramatic intensity and poetic style greatly influenced 

English drama. 

William Shakespeare 

William Shakespeare is the greatest writer of the 

Renaissance Age and one of the greatest literary figures in 

world literature. He is often called the “Bard of Avon.” 

Shakespeare enriched English literature through his plays, 

sonnets, and poems. His works explore universal themes such 

as love, ambition, jealousy, revenge, power, friendship, and 

human nature. 

Shakespeare wrote tragedies, comedies, historical plays, and 

romances. His major tragedies include Hamlet, Macbeth, 

Othello, and King Lear. Famous comedies include As You Like 

It, Twelfth Night, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. His 
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historical plays such as Henry IV and Richard III portray 

English political history. 

Shakespeare’s characters are psychologically complex 

and realistic. His language, imagery, wit, and dramatic 

techniques transformed English drama. His use of blank verse, 

soliloquy, and poetic expression made his plays timeless 

masterpieces. 

Ben Jonson 

Ben Jonson was another important dramatist of the 

Renaissance Age. He is known for his satirical comedies and 

classical approach to drama. His famous plays include Volpone, 

The Alchemist, and Every Man in His Humour. 

Jonson introduced the “Comedy of Humours,” based 

on the theory that human behavior is controlled by bodily 

humours. His plays expose greed, hypocrisy, vanity, and 

corruption in society through wit and satire. 

Unlike Shakespeare’s romantic imagination, Jonson 

emphasized realism, discipline, and moral purpose in drama. 

His works influenced later neoclassical writers. 

Francis Bacon 

Francis Bacon is regarded as the father of English 

essays. His essays are concise, practical, and philosophical. 

Works such as Of Studies, Of Truth, and Of Friendship deal 

with morality, wisdom, ambition, and human behavior. 

Bacon’s prose style is aphoristic and intellectual. He 

encouraged observation, reasoning, and scientific inquiry, 

reflecting the Renaissance spirit of rationalism and 
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experimentation. His contribution greatly shaped the 

development of English prose. 

John Donne 

John Donne was the leading figure among the 

Metaphysical poets. His poetry combines intellect, emotion, 

spirituality, and philosophical reflection. His major poems 

include The Canonization, A Valediction: Forbidding 

Mourning, and Death Be Not Proud. 

Donne used metaphysical conceits, paradoxes, and 

unusual imagery to express complex ideas. His poetry reflects 

both worldly passion and religious devotion. He brought 

originality and intellectual depth to English poetry. 

John Milton 

John Milton represents the later phase of the 

Renaissance Age. He is best known for his epic poem Paradise 

Lost, which narrates the fall of man and Satan’s rebellion 

against God. The poem explores themes of free will, obedience, 

temptation, and redemption. 

Milton’s poetry combines classical grandeur with 

Christian theology. His language is elevated and majestic. 

Other important works include Paradise Regained and Samson 

Agonistes. 

Milton’s writings reflect both Renaissance humanism 

and Puritan ideals. He is regarded as one of the greatest epic 

poets in English literature. 
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Features of the Renaissance Age 

• Revival of classical learning and humanism 

• Growth of individualism and secularism 

• Development of drama and theatre 

• Rise of prose and essays 

• Influence of Greek and Roman literature 

• Scientific curiosity and intellectual freedom 

• Rich poetic imagination and artistic creativity 

• Expansion of English vocabulary and literary style 

 

Conclusion 

The Renaissance Age was a golden era of English 

literature that transformed literary expression and intellectual 

life. Writers of this period explored human nature, beauty, 

ambition, morality, and imagination with remarkable creativity. 

The contributions of writers such as William Shakespeare, 

Edmund Spenser, Christopher Marlowe, Ben Jonson, and John 

Milton laid the foundation for the future development of 

English literature. The Renaissance continues to be 

remembered as an age of intellectual awakening, artistic 

excellence, and literary greatness. 
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Renaissance Age – 50 MCQs 

1. The Renaissance Age in English literature roughly 

extended from 

a) 1066–1500 b) 1500–1660 c) 1660–1798 d) 1798–1832 

Answer: b) 1500–1660 

2. The word “Renaissance” means 

a) Revolution b) Reformation c) Rebirth d) Religion 

Answer: c) Rebirth 

3. The Renaissance first began in 

a) England b) Germany c) France d) Italy 

Answer: d) Italy 

4. Renaissance literature emphasized 

a) Superstition b) Humanism c) Feudalism d) Monastic 

life 

Answer: b) Humanism 

5. The Renaissance Age is also known as the 

a) Age of Chaucer b) Puritan Age c) Elizabethan Age      

d) Romantic Age 

Answer: c) Elizabethan Age 

6. Humanism mainly focused on 

a) Divine authority only b) Human life and values c) War 

and politics d) Mythology alone 

Answer: b) Human life and values 

7. Which invention helped spread Renaissance ideas? 

a) Telescope b) Compass c) Printing Press d) Steam 

Engine 

Answer: c) Printing Press 
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8. Renaissance writers were greatly influenced by 

a) Russian literature b) Greek and Roman classics           

c) Arabic tales d) Chinese philosophy 

Answer: b) Greek and Roman classics 

9. The Renaissance encouraged 

a) Blind faith b) Scientific curiosity c) Isolation               

d) Feudalism 

Answer: b) Scientific curiosity 

10. Drama flourished greatly during the 

a) Old English Period b) Middle English Period               

c) Renaissance Age d) Victorian Age 

Answer: c) Renaissance Age 

11. Who is called the “Bard of Avon”? 

a) Ben Jonson b) Shakespeare c) Milton d) Marlowe 

Answer: b) Shakespeare 

12. Which literary form became highly popular during the 

Renaissance? 

a) Epic only b) Drama c) Ballad only d) Chronicle 

Answer: b) Drama 

13. Renaissance literature moved away from 

a) Humanism b) Secularism c) Medievalism  

d) Nationalism 

Answer: c) Medievalism 

14. The Renaissance Age promoted 

a) Individualism b) Tribalism c) Isolation d) Monasticism 

Answer: a) Individualism 
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15. Blank verse became popular through 

a) Chaucer b) Marlowe c) Pope d) Dryden 

Answer: b) Marlowe 

16. Which Queen ruled during the golden period of 

Renaissance drama? 

a) Queen Victoria b) Queen Anne c) Queen Elizabeth I  

d) Mary Tudor 

Answer: c) Queen Elizabeth I 

17. The Renaissance Age witnessed the growth of 

a) Essays b) Scientific prose c) Drama d) All of these 

Answer: d) All of these 

18. The spirit of the Renaissance was mainly 

a) Religious fear b) Intellectual awakening  

c) Political decline d) Economic collapse 

Answer: b) Intellectual awakening 

19. Which movement challenged Church authority during the 

Renaissance? 

a) Restoration b) Reformation c) Romanticism  

d) Symbolism 

Answer: b) Reformation 

20. Renaissance literature celebrated 

a) Human emotions and beauty b) War only c) Religious 

rituals only d) Monastic life 

Answer: a) Human emotions and beauty 

21. The Renaissance Age is considered a golden age because 

of 

a) Scientific discoveries only b) Great literary 

achievements c) Economic stability only d) Religious 
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reforms only 

Answer: b) Great literary achievements 

22. Which genre did Shakespeare master? 

a) Novel b) Drama c) Essay d) Satire 

Answer: b) Drama 

23. Renaissance literature reflected 

a) Freedom of thought b) Feudal obedience c) Tribal 

customs d) Primitive culture 

Answer: a) Freedom of thought 

24. The Renaissance encouraged writers to study 

a) Ancient classics b) Tribal songs c) Folk tales only 

d) Medieval sermons 

Answer: a) Ancient classics 

25. The Renaissance Age came after the 

a) Romantic Age b) Middle English Period c) Victorian 

Age d) Modern Age 

Answer: b) Middle English Period 

26. The Renaissance emphasized 

a) Reason and creativity b) Ignorance c) Isolation  

d) Superstition 

Answer: a) Reason and creativity 

27. Renaissance drama was mainly performed in 

a) Churches b) Public theatres c) Schools only d) 

Monasteries 

Answer: b) Public theatres 

28. The Renaissance spirit valued 

a) Exploration and learning b) Blind faith c) Monastic 
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silence d) Feudal loyalty only 

Answer: a) Exploration and learning 

29. Which country strongly influenced English Renaissance 

literature? 

a) Russia b) Italy c) China d) Japan 

Answer: b) Italy 

30. Renaissance literature is generally more 

a) Secular b) Tribal c) Primitive d) Oral 

Answer: a) Secular 

31. Renaissance writers focused on 

a) Human potential b) Religious fear only c) War alone  

d) Economic decline 

Answer: a) Human potential 

32. Which literary feature became prominent during the 

Renaissance? 

a) Realistic characterization b) Oral recitation only  

c) Tribal chants d) Rune writing 

Answer: a) Realistic characterization 

33. The Renaissance Age laid the foundation for 

a) Modern literature b) Medieval literature c) Anglo-

Saxon poetry d) Oral tradition 

Answer: a) Modern literature 

34. Renaissance literature reflected interest in 

a) Nature and humanity b) Tribal conflicts  

c) Mythological fear d) Monastic rules 

Answer: a) Nature and humanity 
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35. The Renaissance saw the expansion of 

a) English vocabulary b) Latin only c) French only  

d) Greek only 

Answer: a) English vocabulary 

36. Which literary movement celebrated worldly life? 

a) Medievalism b) Renaissance c) Puritanism  

d) Symbolism 

Answer: b) Renaissance 

37. Renaissance writers preferred 

a) Rational inquiry b) Blind obedience c) Silence  

d) Isolation 

Answer: a) Rational inquiry 

38. The Renaissance Age encouraged 

a) Artistic creativity b) Feudal warfare c) Monastic 

discipline only d) Religious rigidity 

Answer: a) Artistic creativity 

39. Renaissance literature often portrayed 

a) Complex human emotions b) Only saints  

c) Only warriors d) Mythical beasts alone 

Answer: a) Complex human emotions 

40. Which field flourished during the Renaissance? 

a) Science b) Art c) Literature d) All of these 

Answer: d) All of these 

41. The Renaissance Age is known for the rise of 

a) Human-centered thinking b) Tribal thinking 

 c) Feudalism d) Barbarism 

Answer: a) Human-centered thinking 
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42. Which of the following was a Renaissance dramatist? 

a) Chaucer b) Marlowe c) Pope d) Wordsworth 

Answer: b) Marlowe 

43. Renaissance literature often combined 

a) Classical ideals and modern thought b) Myth and 

folklore only c) Religion alone d) Tribal customs 

Answer: a) Classical ideals and modern thought 

44. The Renaissance Age promoted 

a) Curiosity and innovation b) Fear and silence  

c) Isolation and obedience d) Tribal warfare 

Answer: a) Curiosity and innovation 

45. The Renaissance marked the beginning of 

a) Intellectual freedom b) Medieval decline  

c) Tribal culture d) Oral literature only 

Answer: a) Intellectual freedom 

46. Which literary form grew rapidly during the Renaissance? 

a) Prose b) Drama c) Poetry d) All of these 

Answer: d) All of these 

47. Renaissance literature explored 

a) Human psychology b) Astronomy only c) Agriculture 

only d) Tribal warfare 

Answer: a) Human psychology 

48. The Renaissance is remembered as an age of 

a) Darkness b) Artistic excellence c) Feudalism  

d) Ignorance 

Answer: b) Artistic excellence 
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49. Which characteristic best defines Renaissance literature? 

a) Humanism b) Fatalism c) Tribalism d) Mysticism alone 

Answer: a) Humanism 

50. The Renaissance Age contributed greatly to the 

development of 

a) English language and literature b) Tribal law c) Feudal 

warfare d) Ancient mythology only 

Answer: a) English language and literature 

MCQs – Thomas More 

1. Thomas More belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Renaissance Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Renaissance Age 

2. Thomas More is best known for 

a) Hamlet b) Utopia c) Paradise Lost d) Doctor 

Faustus 

Answer: b) Utopia 

3. Utopia is a work of 

a) Drama b) Epic poetry c) Philosophical prose  

d) Satire only 

Answer: c) Philosophical prose 

4. The word “Utopia” means 

a) Kingdom of God b) Perfect imaginary place  

c) Land of war d) Religious state 

Answer: b) Perfect imaginary place 

5. Thomas More was influenced by 

a) Romanticism b) Humanism c) Symbolism  
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d) Naturalism 

Answer: b) Humanism 

6. Thomas More criticized 

a) Science b) Literature c) Social injustice  

d) Humanism 

Answer: c) Social injustice 

7. Thomas More wrote mainly in 

a) Verse b) Blank verse c) Prose d) Ballad form 

Answer: c) Prose 

8. Thomas More’s Utopia describes 

a) A tragic kingdom b) An ideal society c) A war story 

d) A romantic adventure 

Answer: b) An ideal society 

9. Thomas More was a famous 

a) Novelist only b) Philosopher and statesman  

c) Dramatist d) Lyric poet 

Answer: b) Philosopher and statesman 

10. Thomas More lived during the reign of 

a) Queen Victoria b) Henry VIII c) Elizabeth II  

d) James  

Answer: b) Henry VIII 

11. Thomas More was executed because he refused to 

a) Write poetry b) Support Henry VIII’s policies  

c) Join the army d) Leave England 

Answer: b) Support Henry VIII’s policies 

12. Utopia reflects Renaissance ideals such as 

a) Humanism and reason b) Tribalism c) Medieval 
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superstition d) Feudalism 

Answer: a) Humanism and reason 

13. Thomas More’s literary style is mainly 

a) Emotional b) Philosophical c) Romantic  

d) Mystical 

Answer: b) Philosophical 

14. Thomas More’s works mainly discuss 

a) Politics and society b) Nature only c) Love and 

romance d) Mythology 

Answer: a) Politics and society 

15. Thomas More was later recognized as a 

a) Saint b) Scientist c) King d) Soldier 

Answer: a) Saint 

16. The language originally used in Utopia was 

a) English b) French c) Latin d) Greek 

Answer: c) Latin 

17. Thomas More’s Utopia was published in 

a) 1516 b) 1600 c) 1701 d) 1798 

Answer: a) 1516 

18. Thomas More’s writings encouraged 

a) Critical thinking b) Blind faith c) Superstition  

d) Isolation 

Answer: a) Critical thinking 

19. Which literary movement influenced Thomas More? 

a) Realism b) Renaissance Humanism c) Romanticism 

d) Symbolism 

Answer: b) Renaissance Humanism 
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20. Thomas More is regarded as an important 

a) Renaissance prose writer b) Metaphysical poet  

c) Romantic critic d) Victorian novelist 

Answer: a) Renaissance prose writer 

21. Utopia presents a society based on 

a) War and conquest b) Justice and equality  

c) Religious fear d) Monarchy alone 

Answer: b) Justice and equality 

22. Thomas More combined 

a) Classical ideals with social criticism b) Mythology 

with fantasy c) Romance with tragedy d) Science with 

fiction 

Answer: a) Classical ideals with social criticism 

23. Thomas More’s contribution mainly shaped the 

development of 

a) English prose b) Epic poetry c) Ballads d) Drama 

Answer: a) English prose 

24. Thomas More is remembered as one of the early writers 

of the 

a) Elizabethan theatre b) Renaissance Age  

c) Restoration Age d) Modern Age 

Answer: b) Renaissance Age 

25. Thomas More’s Utopia remains important because it 

discusses 

a) Ideal government and society b) Medieval warfare 

c) Romantic imagination d) Heroic battles 

Answer: a) Ideal government and society 
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MCQs – Edmund Spenser 

1. Edmund Spenser belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Renaissance Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Renaissance Age 

2. Edmund Spenser is popularly known as 

a) Bard of Avon b) Poet’s Poet c) Father of English 

Poetry d) Sage of Chelsea 

Answer: b) Poet’s Poet 

3. The masterpiece of Edmund Spenser is 

a) Paradise Lost b) Utopia c) The Faerie Queene  

d) Doctor Faustus 

Answer: c) The Faerie Queene 

4. The Faerie Queene is mainly an 

a) Epic tragedy b) Allegorical poem c) Satirical essay 

d) Historical drama 

Answer: b) Allegorical poem 

5. Edmund Spenser dedicated The Faerie Queene to 

a) Queen Victoria b) Queen Elizabeth I c) Queen Anne 

d) Mary Tudor 

Answer: b) Queen Elizabeth I 

6. The central theme of The Faerie Queene is 

a) Scientific progress b) Moral virtues c) Political 

corruption only d) Industrialization 

Answer: b) Moral virtues 

7. Which poetic stanza was introduced by Spenser? 

a) Heroic couplet b) Ottava rima c) Spenserian stanza 
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d) Blank verse 

Answer: c) Spenserian stanza 

8. The Spenserian stanza contains 

a) 5 lines b) 7 lines c) 9 lines d) 14 lines 

Answer: c) 9 lines 

9. Edmund Spenser’s poetry reflects 

a) Renaissance humanism b) Medieval pessimism  

c) Romantic melancholy d) Modern alienation 

Answer: a) Renaissance humanism 

10. Spenser combined Renaissance ideals with 

a) Realism b) Medieval romance c) Scientific prose 

d) Satire 

Answer: b) Medieval romance 

11. Edmund Spenser mainly wrote 

a) Novels b) Essays c) Poetry d) Drama 

Answer: c) Poetry 

12. Which virtue is celebrated in The Faerie Queene? 

a) Greed b) Jealousy c) Holiness d) Revenge 

Answer: c) Holiness 

13. Edmund Spenser lived during the reign of 

a) Henry VIII b) Elizabeth I c) Charles II d) Victoria 

Answer: b) Elizabeth I 

14. Spenser’s poetry is famous for its 

a) Simplicity only b) Rich imagery and musical 

language c) Scientific details d) Satirical prose 

Answer: b) Rich imagery and musical language 
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15. Edmund Spenser greatly influenced 

a) Romantic poets b) Greek dramatists  

c) Victorian novelists only d) Metaphysical poets only 

Answer: a) Romantic poets 

16. The Shepheardes Calender was written by 

a) Shakespeare b) Marlowe c) Spenser d) Milton 

Answer: c) Spenser 

17. The Shepheardes Calender is a collection of 

a) Sonnets b) Pastoral poems c) Essays d) Tragedies 

Answer: b) Pastoral poems 

18. Edmund Spenser’s style is highly 

a) Ornamental b) Scientific c) Journalistic d) Plain 

Answer: a) Ornamental 

19. Spenser’s poetry often uses 

a) Allegory b) Satire only c) Realism only d) Stream 

of consciousness 

Answer: a) Allegory 

20. The Redcrosse Knight in The Faerie Queene symbolizes 

a) Pride b) Holiness c) Jealousy d) Revenge 

Answer: b) Holiness 

21. Edmund Spenser was born in 

a) France b) Ireland c) England d) Scotland 

Answer: c) England 

22. Which literary movement is strongly associated with 

Spenser? 

a) Renaissance b) Romanticism c) Modernism  
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d) Realism 

Answer: a) Renaissance 

23. Spenser’s contribution mainly enriched 

a) English prose b) English poetry c) English drama 

d) English criticism 

Answer: b) English poetry 

24. Edmund Spenser’s works celebrate 

a) Chivalry and virtue b) Industrial progress  

c) Political revolution d) Urban realism 

Answer: a) Chivalry and virtue 

25. Edmund Spenser remains important in English literature 

because of his 

a) Philosophical essays b) Dramatic tragedies  

c) Poetic imagination and allegory d) Scientific 

discoveries 

Answer: c) Poetic imagination and allegory 

 

MCQs – Christopher Marlowe 

1. Christopher Marlowe belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Renaissance Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Renaissance Age 

2. Christopher Marlowe was mainly a 

a) Novelist b) Essayist c) Playwright d) Critic 

Answer: c) Playwright 

3. Marlowe is considered a pioneer of 

a) Romantic poetry b) Renaissance drama  
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c) Victorian fiction d) Modern criticism 

Answer: b) Renaissance drama 

4. The most famous play of Marlowe is 

a) Hamlet b) Doctor Faustus c) Paradise Lost  

d) Volpone 

Answer: b) Doctor Faustus 

5. Doctor Faustus is based on the theme of 

a) Romantic love b) Human ambition and downfall  

c) Political revolution d) Courtly manners 

Answer: b) Human ambition and downfall 

6. In Doctor Faustus, Faustus sells his soul to 

a) An angel b) A king c) The devil d) A priest 

Answer: c) The devil 

7. Marlowe’s heroes are generally known for their 

a) Humility b) Ambition c) Cowardice d) Simplicity 

Answer: b) Ambition 

8. Christopher Marlowe popularized 

a) Heroic couplets b) Blank verse c) Free verse  

d) Sonnets 

Answer: b) Blank verse 

9. Blank verse means 

a) Rhymed poetry b) Unrhymed iambic pentameter  

c) Free verse poetry d) Ballad metre 

Answer: b) Unrhymed iambic pentameter 

10. Marlowe’s dramatic style is known for 

a) Simplicity only b) Poetic grandeur c) Satirical 
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humour only d) Realistic prose 

Answer: b) Poetic grandeur 

11. Which play was written by Marlowe? 

a) The Alchemist b) Tamburlaine c) Macbeth  

d) Lycidas 

Answer: b) Tamburlaine 

12. Tamburlaine deals with the theme of 

a) Religious devotion b) Power and conquest  

c) Domestic life d) Comic misunderstanding 

Answer: b) Power and conquest 

13. Another important play by Marlowe is 

a) The Jew of Malta b) Utopia c) Piers Plowman  

d) Samson Agonistes 

Answer: a) The Jew of Malta 

14. Christopher Marlowe was a contemporary of 

a) Chaucer b) Shakespeare c) Milton d) Pope 

Answer: b) Shakespeare 

15. Marlowe’s plays reflect the spirit of 

a) Medieval superstition b) Renaissance curiosity and 

ambition c) Victorian morality d) Romantic 

melancholy 

Answer: b) Renaissance curiosity and ambition 

16. Marlowe studied at 

a) Oxford University b) Cambridge University  

c) Harvard University d) London University 

Answer: b) Cambridge University 
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17. Christopher Marlowe is sometimes called 

a) Bard of Avon b) University Wit c) Poet’s Poet  

d) Lake Poet 

Answer: b) University Wit 

18. The “University Wits” were 

a) Romantic poets b) Educated Renaissance dramatists 

c) Victorian novelists d) Metaphysical poets 

Answer: b) Educated Renaissance dramatists 

19. Marlowe’s tragic heroes often suffer because of 

a) Fate alone b) Excessive ambition c) Poverty  

d) Jealousy only 

Answer: b) Excessive ambition 

20. Christopher Marlowe died at a 

a) Natural death b) Battlefield c) Young age under 

mysterious circumstances d) Religious ceremony 

Answer: c) Young age under mysterious circumstances 

21. Marlowe greatly influenced 

a) Shakespeare b) Pope c) Dryden d) Wordsworth 

Answer: a) Shakespeare 

22. The language of Marlowe’s plays is often described as 

a) Plain and simple b) Mighty line c) Comic prose  

d) Rustic speech 

Answer: b) Mighty line 

23. Which of the following is NOT written by Marlowe? 

a) Doctor Faustus b) Tamburlaine c) The Jew of Malta 

d) Paradise Lost 

Answer: d) Paradise Lost 
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24. Christopher Marlowe contributed mainly to the 

development of 

a) English novel b) English drama c) English essay 

d) English satire 

Answer: b) English drama 

25. Marlowe remains important because he brought 

a) Realism to novels b) Great poetic power to drama 

c) Satirical prose to essays d) Romantic emotion to 

criticism 

Answer: b) Great poetic power to drama 

MCQs – William Shakespeare 

1. William Shakespeare belonged to the 

a) Victorian Age b) Romantic Age c) Renaissance Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Renaissance Age 

2. William Shakespeare is popularly known as the 

a) Poet’s Poet b) Bard of Avon c) Sage of Concord 

d) Lake Poet 

Answer: b) Bard of Avon 

3. Shakespeare was born in 

a) London b) Oxford c) Stratford-upon-Avon  

d) Canterbury 

Answer: c) Stratford-upon-Avon 

4. Shakespeare is famous mainly as a 

a) Essayist b) Novelist c) Playwright d) Critic 

Answer: c) Playwright 
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5. Shakespeare wrote 

a) Tragedies only b) Comedies only c) Historical plays 

only d) Tragedies, comedies, and histories 

Answer: d) Tragedies, comedies, and histories 

6. Which of the following is a tragedy by Shakespeare? 

a) Twelfth Night b) Macbeth c) As You Like It  

d) The Tempest 

Answer: b) Macbeth 

7. Which Shakespearean play deals with jealousy? 

a) Hamlet b) Othello c) King Lear d) Julius Caesar 

Answer: b) Othello 

8. The tragic hero of Hamlet is the Prince of 

a) England b) Denmark c) Scotland d) Rome 

Answer: b) Denmark 

9. “To be or not to be” appears in 

a) Macbeth b) Hamlet c) Othello d) King Lear 

Answer: b) Hamlet 

10. Which play portrays the ambition of Macbeth and Lady 

Macbeth? 

a) Hamlet b) Macbeth c) Tempest d) Twelfth Night 

Answer: b) Macbeth 

11. Which Shakespearean tragedy is based on old age and 

ingratitude? 

a) King Lear b) Othello c) Romeo and Juliet  

d) Julius Caesar 

Answer: a) King Lear 
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12. Romeo and Juliet is a famous 

a) Historical play b) Romantic tragedy c) Satirical 

comedy d) Epic drama 

Answer: b) Romantic tragedy 

13. Which of the following is a comedy by Shakespeare? 

a) Othello b) Macbeth c) As You Like It d) Hamlet 

Answer: c) As You Like It 

14. Shakespeare wrote his plays mainly in 

a) Blank verse and prose b) Heroic couplets c) Free 

verse d) Ballad metre 

Answer: a) Blank verse and prose 

15. Shakespeare’s sonnets are 

a) 50 in number b) 100 in number c) 154 in number 

d) 200 in number 

Answer: c) 154 in number 

16. Shakespeare’s sonnets mainly deal with 

a) Science b) Love and beauty c) Politics only  

d) Religion only 

Answer: b) Love and beauty 

17. Which play features the characters Rosalind and Orlando? 

a) Macbeth b) Hamlet c) As You Like It d) Othello 

Answer: c) As You Like It 

18. The character Shylock appears in 

a) Julius Caesar b) Merchant of Venice c) Macbeth 

d) Hamlet 

Answer: b) Merchant of Venice 
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19. Shakespeare’s theatre company was known as 

a) King’s Men b) Globe Actors c) Royal Players  

d) London Wits 

Answer: a) King’s Men 

20. The famous Globe Theatre is associated with 

a) Chaucer b) Shakespeare c) Marlowe d) Jonson 

Answer: b) Shakespeare 

21. Shakespeare’s works explore 

a) Human nature and emotions b) Science only  

c) Religious rituals only d) Agriculture 

Answer: a) Human nature and emotions 

22. Which play begins with the appearance of three witches? 

a) Hamlet b) Macbeth c) Othello d) King Lear 

Answer: b) Macbeth 

23. Shakespeare’s language is admired for its 

a) Simplicity only b) Rich imagery and poetic beauty 

c) Scientific precision d) Satirical prose only 

Answer: b) Rich imagery and poetic beauty 

24. Shakespeare greatly contributed to the development of 

a) English drama b) English criticism c) English 

essays d) English journalism 

Answer: a) English drama 

25. William Shakespeare is regarded as 

a) The greatest dramatist in English literature b) Father 

of English poetry c) First English novelist d) Founder 

of Romanticism 

Answer: a) The greatest dramatist in English 

literature 



49 | P a g e  

 

MCQs – Ben Jonson 

1. Ben Jonson belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Renaissance Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Renaissance Age 

2. Ben Jonson was mainly known as a 

a) Novelist b) Playwright c) Critic only  

d) Philosopher 

Answer: b) Playwright 

3. Ben Jonson is famous for his 

a) Romantic poems b) Satirical comedies c) Epic 

poetry d) Pastoral songs 

Answer: b) Satirical comedies 

4. Which of the following is a play by Ben Jonson? 

a) Macbeth b) Volpone c) Hamlet d) Doctor Faustus 

Answer: b) Volpone 

5. Another famous play written by Ben Jonson is 

a) The Alchemist b) Paradise Lost c) Utopia d) Piers 

Plowman 

Answer: a) The Alchemist 

6. Ben Jonson introduced the 

a) Comedy of Humours b) Romantic Comedy  

c) Tragicomedy d) Pastoral Drama 

Answer: a) Comedy of Humours 

7. The “Comedy of Humours” is based on the theory that 

a) Human behaviour is controlled by bodily humours b) 

Fate controls life c) Society controls individuals d) 
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Kings control morality 

Answer: a) Human behaviour is controlled by bodily 

humours 

8. Ben Jonson’s plays mainly expose 

a) Heroism b) Greed and hypocrisy c) Nature worship 

d) Romantic love 

Answer: b) Greed and hypocrisy 

9. Ben Jonson was a contemporary of 

a) Chaucer b) Shakespeare c) Milton d) Pope 

Answer: b) Shakespeare 

10. Which play of Ben Jonson deals with greed and wealth? 

a) Volpone b) Hamlet c) Othello d) Tempest 

Answer: a) Volpone 

11. Ben Jonson followed the principles of 

a) Romanticism b) Classicism c) Symbolism  

d) Modernism 

Answer: b) Classicism 

12. Ben Jonson’s dramatic style emphasized 

a) Imagination only b) Realism and discipline  

c) Fantasy d) Emotion alone 

Answer: b) Realism and discipline 

13. Ben Jonson wrote 

a) Only tragedies b) Only sonnets c) Plays and poems 

d) Only essays 

Answer: c) Plays and poems 

14. Which play by Jonson satirizes alchemy and fraud? 

a) Every Man in His Humour b) Volpone  
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c) The Alchemist d) Sejanus 

Answer: c) The Alchemist 

15. Every Man in His Humour is important because it 

a) Introduced Comedy of Humours b) Began Romantic 

drama c) Ended Renaissance drama d) Developed epic 

poetry 

Answer: a) Introduced Comedy of Humours 

16. Ben Jonson’s works reflect 

a) Satire and moral purpose b) Romantic melancholy 

c) Religious mysticism d) Pastoral simplicity 

Answer: a) Satire and moral purpose 

17. Ben Jonson criticized 

a) Human weaknesses b) Nature c) Classical learning 

d) Religion alone 

Answer: a) Human weaknesses 

18. Ben Jonson’s language is generally 

a) Highly emotional b) Witty and intellectual  

c) Simple and rustic d) Mystical 

Answer: b) Witty and intellectual 

19. Which literary form made Ben Jonson famous? 

a) Essay b) Novel c) Drama d) Epic poetry 

Answer: c) Drama 

20. Ben Jonson was influenced by 

a) Greek and Roman classics b) Romantic poets  

c) Victorian realism d) Modern psychology 

Answer: a) Greek and Roman classics 
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21. Ben Jonson’s comedy often aimed to 

a) Entertain only b) Teach moral lessons c) Glorify 

kings d) Describe nature 

Answer: b) Teach moral lessons 

22. Ben Jonson contributed mainly to the development of 

a) English prose b) English satire and drama  

c) English novel d) English criticism only 

Answer: b) English satire and drama 

23. Which of the following is NOT written by Ben Jonson? 

a) Volpone b) The Alchemist c) Every Man in His 

Humour d) Doctor Faustus 

Answer: d) Doctor Faustus 

24. Ben Jonson’s plays are admired for their 

a) Realistic portrayal of society b) Romantic 

imagination only c) Supernatural elements  

d) Religious symbolism only 

Answer: a) Realistic portrayal of society 

25. Ben Jonson remains important in English literature 

because of his 

a) Satirical genius and classical approach b) Romantic 

poetry c) Scientific essays d) Historical chronicles 

Answer: a) Satirical genius and classical approach 

MCQs – Francis Bacon 

1. Francis Bacon belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Renaissance Age c) Victorian Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: b) Renaissance Age 



53 | P a g e  

 

2. Francis Bacon is regarded as the father of 

a) English drama b) English novel c) English essays 

d) Romantic poetry 

Answer: c) English essays 

3. Francis Bacon was mainly known as a 

a) Dramatist b) Philosopher and essayist c) Novelist 

d) Lyric poet 

Answer: b) Philosopher and essayist 

4. Bacon’s essays are noted for their 

a) Emotional expression b) Concise and aphoristic style 

c) Romantic imagination d) Blank verse 

Answer: b) Concise and aphoristic style 

5. Which of the following is an essay by Bacon? 

a) Of Studies b) Paradise Lost c) Hamlet d) Volpone 

Answer: a) Of Studies 

6. Francis Bacon encouraged 

a) Blind faith b) Scientific inquiry c) Superstition  

d) Isolation 

Answer: b) Scientific inquiry 

7. Bacon’s prose style is often described as 

a) Ornamental b) Aphoristic c) Rustic d) Emotional 

Answer: b) Aphoristic 

8. Which essay of Bacon discusses the importance of 

reading? 

a) Of Truth b) Of Friendship c) Of Studies  

d) Of Revenge 

Answer: c) Of Studies 
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9. Francis Bacon emphasized 

a) Observation and reasoning b) Mythology  

c) Romance d) Fantasy 

Answer: a) Observation and reasoning 

10. Francis Bacon’s essays mainly deal with 

a) Human life and practical wisdom b) Romantic love 

only c) Nature worship d) Heroic battles 

Answer: a) Human life and practical wisdom 

11. Which essay begins with “What is truth?” 

a) Of Studies b) Of Truth c) Of Friendship  

d) Of Marriage 

Answer: b) Of Truth 

12. Bacon’s essays are generally 

a) Long and emotional b) Short and practical  

c) Dramatic and poetic d) Mythological 

Answer: b) Short and practical 

13. Francis Bacon was influenced by the spirit of 

a) Romanticism b) Humanism and Rationalism  

c) Symbolism d) Naturalism 

Answer: b) Humanism and Rationalism 

14. Francis Bacon served as 

a) A king b) Lord Chancellor of England  

c) Archbishop d) Military commander 

Answer: b) Lord Chancellor of England 

15. Which literary form made Bacon famous? 

a) Tragedy b) Essay c) Sonnet d) Epic 

Answer: b) Essay 
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16. Bacon’s essays contain many 

a) Songs b) Aphorisms c) Ballads d) Soliloquies 

Answer: b) Aphorisms 

17. Francis Bacon’s essays are admired for their 

a) Simplicity and wisdom b) Fantasy and imagination 

c) Emotional passion d) Dramatic action 

Answer: a) Simplicity and wisdom 

18. Bacon’s philosophy promoted 

a) Experimental method b) Medieval scholasticism  

c) Mysticism d) Tribal customs 

Answer: a) Experimental method 

19. Francis Bacon’s famous unfinished work is 

a) New Atlantis b) Doctor Faustus c) Utopia  

d) Samson Agonistes 

Answer: a) New Atlantis 

20. New Atlantis presents 

a) A tragic hero b) An ideal scientific society  

c) A medieval kingdom d) A comic adventure 

Answer: b) An ideal scientific society 

21. Bacon’s essays reflect 

a) Practical morality b) Romantic melancholy  

c) Supernatural fear d) Mysticism alone 

Answer: a) Practical morality 

22. Which of the following is NOT written by Bacon? 

a) Of Studies b) Of Truth c) The Alchemist  

d) Of Friendship 

Answer: c) The Alchemist 
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23. Francis Bacon contributed greatly to the development of 

a) English prose b) English drama c) English epic 

poetry d) Ballads 

Answer: a) English prose 

24. Bacon believed knowledge should be gained through 

a) Experiment and observation b) Blind belief  

c) Imagination alone d) Mythology 

Answer: a) Experiment and observation 

25. Francis Bacon remains important because of his 

a) Scientific thinking and essays b) Romantic poetry 

c) Historical dramas d) Pastoral songs 

Answer: a) Scientific thinking and essays 

MCQs – John Donne 

1. John Donne belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Renaissance Age c) Victorian Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: b) Renaissance Age 

2. John Donne is known as a 

a) Romantic poet b) Metaphysical poet c) Victorian 

novelist d) Satirical essayist 

Answer: b) Metaphysical poet 

3. John Donne’s poetry combines 

a) Emotion and intellect b) Myth and fantasy c) Satire 

and realism only d) Nature and pastoral life only 

Answer: a) Emotion and intellect 

4. Which poem was written by John Donne? 

a) Paradise Lost b) The Canonization c) Lycidas  
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d) The Faerie Queene 

Answer: b) The Canonization 

5. “Death Be Not Proud” is a famous 

a) Comedy b) Sonnet c) Epic d) Satire 

Answer: b) Sonnet 

6. John Donne frequently used 

a) Blank verse only b) Metaphysical conceits  

c) Heroic couplets d) Ballad metre 

Answer: b) Metaphysical conceits 

7. A metaphysical conceit is 

a) A simple comparison b) An elaborate and intellectual 

comparison c) A comic device d) A dramatic speech 

Answer: b) An elaborate and intellectual comparison 

8. John Donne’s poetry reflects 

a) Intellectual depth b) Scientific realism only  

c) Romantic nature worship d) Medieval heroism 

Answer: a) Intellectual depth 

9. Which poem compares lovers to the two legs of a 

compass? 

a) The Sun Rising b) The Canonization  

c) A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning d) Batter My 

Heart 

Answer: c) A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning 

10. John Donne’s poetry often deals with 

a) Love and religion b) War and politics only  

c) Industrialization d) Pastoral simplicity 

Answer: a) Love and religion 
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11. John Donne later became a 

a) Soldier b) Priest c) King d) Judge 

Answer: b) Priest 

12. John Donne served as the Dean of 

a) Oxford b) Canterbury c) St. Paul’s Cathedral  

d) Cambridge 

Answer: c) St. Paul’s Cathedral 

13. Donne’s poems are famous for their 

a) Simplicity only b) Wit and paradox c) Rustic 

language d) Sentimental tone 

Answer: b) Wit and paradox 

14. “Batter My Heart” is one of Donne’s 

a) Songs b) Holy Sonnets c) Elegies d) Satires 

Answer: b) Holy Sonnets 

15. John Donne’s poetry is generally considered 

a) Highly emotional only b) Intellectual and 

argumentative c) Purely romantic d) Completely 

simple 

Answer: b) Intellectual and argumentative 

16. Which literary group is associated with Donne? 

a) Lake Poets b) Metaphysical Poets c) Cavalier Poets 

d) Romantic Poets 

Answer: b) Metaphysical Poets 

17. John Donne’s style is often 

a) Direct and colloquial b) Highly ornamental only  

c) Completely rustic d) Mythological only 

Answer: a) Direct and colloquial 
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18. Donne’s poetry combines 

a) Passion and philosophy b) Satire and comedy only 

c) Epic and tragedy d) Mythology and fantasy 

Answer: a) Passion and philosophy 

19. Which poem by Donne addresses the sun? 

a) The Sun Rising b) Death Be Not Proud c) The 

Good-Morrow d) The Flea 

Answer: a) The Sun Rising 

20. In “The Flea,” the flea symbolizes 

a) War b) Love and union c) Death d) Religion 

Answer: b) Love and union 

21. Donne’s poetry was revived in the twentieth century 

mainly by 

a) Romantic poets b) T. S. Eliot and modern critics  

c) Victorian novelists d) Classical dramatists 

Answer: b) T. S. Eliot and modern critics 

22. John Donne’s poems are admired for their 

a) Intellectual originality b) Simple narrative style  

c) Pastoral description d) Historical details 

Answer: a) Intellectual originality 

23. Which of the following is NOT written by Donne? 

a) The Flea b) The Good-Morrow c) Paradise Lost 

d) The Canonization 

Answer: c) Paradise Lost 

24. John Donne contributed mainly to the development of 

a) Metaphysical poetry b) English novel  

c) Restoration comedy d) Romantic criticism 

Answer: a) Metaphysical poetry 
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25. John Donne remains important because of his 

a) Intellectual and imaginative poetry b) Historical 

chronicles c) Dramatic tragedies d) Pastoral ballads 

Answer: a) Intellectual and imaginative poetry 

 

MCQs – John Milton 

1. John Milton belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Renaissance Age c) Victorian Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: b) Renaissance Age 

2. John Milton is best known as a 

a) Dramatist b) Essayist c) Epic poet d) Novelist 

Answer: c) Epic poet 

3. The masterpiece of John Milton is 

a) Hamlet b) Paradise Lost c) Utopia d) Doctor 

Faustus 

Answer: b) Paradise Lost 

4. Paradise Lost is an 

a) Epic poem b) Satirical essay c) Comedy d) Novel 

Answer: a) Epic poem 

5. The central theme of Paradise Lost is 

a) Romantic love b) Fall of man c) Political revolution 

d) Scientific discovery 

Answer: b) Fall of man 

6. Paradise Lost mainly narrates 

a) The Trojan War b) Satan’s rebellion and Adam’s fall 
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c) King Arthur’s adventures d) Roman history 

Answer: b) Satan’s rebellion and Adam’s fall 

7. John Milton wrote Paradise Lost in 

a) Heroic couplets b) Blank verse c) Free verse  

d) Ballad metre 

Answer: b) Blank verse 

8. Milton became completely blind during 

a) Childhood b) Middle age c) Old age d) Youth 

Answer: b) Middle age 

9. Which famous line is associated with Milton? 

a) “To be or not to be” b) “Better to reign in Hell than 

serve in Heaven” c) “Beauty is truth” d) “Truth is 

beauty” 

Answer: b) “Better to reign in Hell than serve in 

Heaven” 

10. The character Satan appears prominently in 

a) Lycidas b) Paradise Lost c) Samson Agonistes  

d) L’Allegro 

Answer: b) Paradise Lost 

11. Which work of Milton is a pastoral elegy? 

a) Paradise Regained b) Lycidas c) Samson Agonistes 

d) Comus 

Answer: b) Lycidas 

12. Lycidas was written in memory of 

a) Milton’s father b) A college friend c) Shakespeare 

d) King Charles I 

Answer: b) A college friend 



62 | P a g e  

 

13. Which work of Milton deals with Christ’s temptation? 

a) Paradise Regained b) Comus c) Lycidas  

d) Areopagitica 

Answer: a) Paradise Regained 

14. Samson Agonistes is a 

a) Comedy b) Tragedy c) Epic d) Satire 

Answer: b) Tragedy 

15. John Milton strongly supported 

a) Royal absolutism b) Freedom and republican ideals 

c) Feudalism d) Dictatorship 

Answer: b) Freedom and republican ideals 

16. Milton wrote Areopagitica in defense of 

a) Monarchy b) Freedom of speech and press  

c) Religious rituals d) Drama 

Answer: b) Freedom of speech and press 

17. John Milton’s poetry reflects 

a) Renaissance humanism and Puritanism b) Romantic 

imagination only c) Victorian morality only  

d) Modern alienation 

Answer: a) Renaissance humanism and Puritanism 

18. Milton’s poetic style is known for its 

a) Simplicity only b) Grandeur and majesty  

c) Humour and satire d) Rustic language 

Answer: b) Grandeur and majesty 

19. John Milton was educated at 

a) Oxford University b) Cambridge University  

c) Harvard University d) London University 

Answer: b) Cambridge University 
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20. Milton’s language is heavily influenced by 

a) Greek and Latin classics b) French romance  

c) German folklore d) Modern slang 

Answer: a) Greek and Latin classics 

21. Which of the following is NOT written by Milton? 

a) Paradise Lost b) Paradise Regained c) Comus  

d) The Alchemist 

Answer: d) The Alchemist 

22. Milton’s Comus is a 

a) Masque b) Novel c) Epic d) Satire 

Answer: a) Masque 

23. Milton’s poetry often explores 

a) Free will and obedience b) Romantic love only  

c) Industrial life d) Scientific realism 

Answer: a) Free will and obedience 

24. John Milton contributed greatly to the development of 

a) English epic poetry b) English novel  

c) Restoration comedy d) Gothic fiction 

Answer: a) English epic poetry 

25. John Milton remains important because of his 

a) Grand poetic vision and epic style b) Satirical prose 

c) Historical chronicles d) Romantic ballads 

Answer: a) Grand poetic vision and epic style 
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The Jacobean Age (1603–1625) 

Introduction 

The Jacobean Age is an important period in the history 

of English Literature. The term “Jacobean” is derived from the 

Latin word Jacobus, meaning James. The Jacobean Age refers 

to the reign of King James I from 1603 to 1625. This age 

followed the Elizabethan Age and continued many Renaissance 

traditions while also developing new literary themes and styles. 

The Jacobean Age is often considered a continuation of 

the Renaissance spirit, but it was more serious, pessimistic, and 

intellectual than the optimistic Elizabethan Age. While 

Elizabethan literature celebrated adventure, romance, and 

national pride, Jacobean literature focused more on corruption, 

moral decay, ambition, violence, political intrigue, and the 

darker aspects of human nature. 

Drama flourished greatly during this period, and 

playwrights explored themes such as revenge, greed, lust for 

power, betrayal, and psychological conflict. Poetry and prose 

also developed significantly during the Jacobean period. 

Writers produced sermons, essays, philosophical works, and 

metaphysical poetry that reflected intellectual depth and 

complexity. 

The age produced many important literary figures 

including William Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, John Donne, 

Francis Bacon, John Webster, and Beaumont and Fletcher. 
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Historical Background of the Jacobean Age 

The death of Queen Elizabeth I in 1603 ended the 

glorious Elizabethan Age. King James I of Scotland became the 

ruler of England, uniting the crowns of England and Scotland. 

Although the Jacobean Age witnessed political 

stability initially, several social and religious tensions emerged 

during James I’s reign. Conflicts between the monarchy and 

Parliament increased. Religious disputes between Catholics, 

Protestants, and Puritans created uncertainty and unrest in 

society. 

One major event during this age was the Gunpowder 

Plot of 1605, in which Catholic conspirators attempted to 

assassinate King James I by blowing up Parliament. This event 

increased fear, suspicion, and political tension in England. 

The Jacobean period also witnessed scientific progress, 

overseas trade, and intellectual growth. However, unlike the 

optimistic atmosphere of the Elizabethan Age, the Jacobean 

Age reflected anxiety, moral corruption, and social instability. 
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Features of the Jacobean Age 

1. Continuation of the Renaissance Spirit 

The Jacobean Age continued many ideas and values of 

the Renaissance that had flourished during the Elizabethan 

Age. Writers remained deeply interested in classical Greek and 

Roman literature, humanism, intellectual freedom, and 

individual expression. Literature still celebrated human 

intelligence, ambition, learning, and artistic creativity. 

However, unlike the optimistic tone of the Elizabethan 

Age, Jacobean writers presented a more realistic and darker 

view of human life. They explored not only human greatness 

but also human weakness, corruption, greed, violence, and 

moral decay. Thus, the Renaissance spirit in the Jacobean Age 

became more mature, serious, and philosophical. 

Writers studied classical authors such as Seneca, 

Virgil, and Aristotle, and classical influences can be seen 

clearly in Jacobean tragedies and poetic styles. 

 

2. Dark and Pessimistic Tone 

One of the most important features of the Jacobean Age 

was its dark and pessimistic outlook. Political uncertainty, 

religious conflicts, corruption in society, and fear of conspiracy 

influenced literature greatly. 

Unlike Elizabethan literature, which celebrated joy, 

romance, and adventure, Jacobean literature focused on: 

• Human cruelty 
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• Betrayal 

• Revenge 

• Greed 

• Lust for power 

• Moral corruption 

• Madness and suffering 

This darker tone is especially visible in Jacobean tragedies 

such as Macbeth, King Lear, and The Duchess of Malfi. 

Characters often face psychological conflict, guilt, despair, and 

tragic downfall. 

The literature of this period reflects the belief that human 

beings are imperfect and society is filled with corruption and 

instability. 

3. Growth of Revenge Tragedy 

Revenge tragedy became one of the most popular 

dramatic forms during the Jacobean Age. Influenced by the 

Roman dramatist Seneca, these plays focused on murder, 

revenge, conspiracy, madness, and violence. 

Common Features of Revenge Tragedy 

• A hero seeking revenge 

• Murders and bloodshed 

• Ghosts and supernatural elements 

• Madness or insanity 
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• Corruption in society 

• Tragic ending 

Jacobean dramatists used revenge tragedies to expose political 

corruption and moral decline. 

Examples include: 

• Hamlet by William Shakespeare 

• The Duchess of Malfi by John Webster 

These tragedies explored the darker side of human ambition 

and revenge. 

4. Realism and Psychological Depth 

Jacobean literature became more realistic and 

psychologically complex than Elizabethan literature. Writers 

carefully examined human emotions, motives, fears, ambitions, 

and inner conflicts. 

Characters were no longer simple heroes or villains. 

Instead, they became psychologically realistic individuals 

struggling with moral dilemmas and emotional suffering. 

For example: 

• Macbeth suffers from guilt and ambition. 

• Hamlet struggles with indecision and revenge. 

• Othello is destroyed by jealousy and insecurity. 

This psychological realism gave Jacobean literature great 

emotional power and dramatic intensity. 
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5. Intellectual and Philosophical Poetry 

Poetry during the Jacobean Age became highly 

intellectual and philosophical. Poets focused more on ideas, 

arguments, and reasoning rather than merely emotional 

expression. 

The best example is the Metaphysical poetry of John Donne. 

Features of Metaphysical Poetry 

• Use of wit and intellect 

• Metaphysical conceits 

• Philosophical arguments 

• Paradoxes and irony 

• Combination of emotion and reasoning 

• Religious and spiritual themes 

Metaphysical poets used unusual and elaborate 

comparisons to express complex ideas about love, death, 

religion, and human existence. 

Their poetry required intellectual engagement from readers 

and differed greatly from the musical and romantic poetry of 

the Elizabethan Age. 

6. Growth of Satire 

Satire became an important feature of Jacobean 

literature. Writers criticized the corruption, greed, hypocrisy, 

dishonesty, and immorality present in society. 
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Ben Jonson was the greatest satirical dramatist of the 

Jacobean Age. Through plays such as Volpone and The 

Alchemist, he exposed human weaknesses and social 

corruption. 

Jacobean satire often targeted: 

• Greedy merchants 

• Corrupt politicians 

• Dishonest scholars 

• Hypocritical individuals 

• Social pretenders 

The purpose of satire was not only to entertain but also to 

correct social evils through humour and criticism. 

7. Development of the Comedy of Humours 

The “Comedy of Humours” was a unique contribution 

of the Jacobean Age, especially through the works of Ben 

Jonson. 

This theory was based on the belief that human personality is 

controlled by four bodily humours: 

• Blood 

• Phlegm 

• Yellow bile 

• Black bile 
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According to this theory, imbalance in these humours 

affected human behaviour and temperament. 

Jonson’s characters were often dominated by one particular 

trait such as greed, jealousy, pride, or foolishness. Through 

these exaggerated characters, he created humour and social 

criticism. 

8. Moral and Religious Concerns 

Religious tension strongly influenced Jacobean literature. 

Writers explored themes such as: 

• Sin and guilt 

• Divine justice 

• Salvation 

• Mortality 

• Heaven and hell 

• Moral corruption 

The influence of Christianity is especially visible in the 

works of John Donne and John Milton. 

Literature often reflected the fear, uncertainty, and moral 

anxiety of the age. Characters struggled between good and evil, 

ambition and morality, spiritual salvation and worldly 

temptation. 
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9. Violence and Sensationalism in Drama 

Jacobean drama became more sensational and violent 

compared to Elizabethan drama. Audiences enjoyed shocking 

scenes involving: 

• Murders 

• Poisonings 

• Torture 

• Madness 

• Betrayal 

• Suicides 

Playwrights used violence not merely for entertainment but 

to reveal the corruption and brutality of society. 

For example, in The Duchess of Malfi, cruelty and revenge 

dominate the story, creating a dark tragic atmosphere. 

This sensationalism became a distinctive feature of Jacobean 

theatre. 

10. Development of Prose 

English prose matured greatly during the Jacobean 

Age. Writers produced essays, sermons, political writings, 

philosophical works, and translations. 

Francis Bacon made prose more concise, practical, and 

intellectual. His essays reflected wisdom, morality, and 

scientific thinking. 
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The publication of the King James Bible in 1611 also enriched 

English prose with dignity, clarity, rhythm, and beauty. 

11. Scientific Curiosity and Rational Thinking 

The Jacobean Age witnessed growing interest in 

science, reasoning, and intellectual inquiry. Thinkers like 

Francis Bacon encouraged observation, experimentation, and 

logical thinking. 

This scientific spirit influenced literature as writers 

became more analytical and realistic in their treatment of 

human life and society. 

The age marked a gradual movement toward modern scientific 

and philosophical thinking. 

Jacobean Drama 

Drama remained the most important literary form 

during the Jacobean Age. Theatres continued to attract large 

audiences, and playwrights experimented with tragic themes 

and psychological depth. 

Jacobean drama became more violent, sensational, and 

realistic than Elizabethan drama. Revenge tragedies became 

highly popular, often involving murder, betrayal, insanity, and 

supernatural elements. 

William Shakespeare in the Jacobean Age 

Although Shakespeare began his career during the 

Elizabethan Age, many of his greatest tragedies were written 

during the Jacobean period. These plays reflect the darker and 

more serious tone of the age. 
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Major Jacobean Plays of Shakespeare 

• Hamlet 

• Macbeth 

• Othello 

• King Lear 

These tragedies explore ambition, jealousy, madness, 

revenge, guilt, and moral conflict. Shakespeare’s characters 

became psychologically deeper and more complex during this 

period. 

In Macbeth, Shakespeare portrays destructive ambition and 

guilt. King Lear examines human suffering, betrayal, and 

madness. Othello explores jealousy and manipulation, while 

Hamlet deals with revenge, indecision, and existential doubt. 

Shakespeare’s Jacobean tragedies are regarded as 

masterpieces of world literature because of their emotional 

intensity and profound understanding of human nature. 

Ben Jonson 

Ben Jonson became one of the leading dramatists of the 

Jacobean Age. His plays are known for realism, wit, satire, and 

classical discipline. 

Important Plays 

• Volpone 

• The Alchemist 

• Every Man in His Humour 
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Jonson exposed greed, corruption, hypocrisy, and human 

folly through sharp satire. His “Comedy of Humours” was 

based on the theory that human personality is influenced by 

bodily humours. 

Unlike Shakespeare’s imaginative drama, Jonson’s plays 

emphasized realism and moral instruction. 

John Webster 

John Webster was one of the greatest Jacobean tragedians. 

His famous plays include: 

• The Duchess of Malfi 

• The White Devil 

Webster’s tragedies are dark, violent, and emotionally 

intense. They portray corruption, cruelty, revenge, and moral 

decay in society. His works reflect the pessimistic spirit of the 

Jacobean Age. 

Beaumont and Fletcher 

Francis Beaumont and John Fletcher worked together 

as dramatists and became highly popular during the Jacobean 

Age. Their plays combined romance, comedy, and tragedy. 

They contributed to the development of tragicomedy, blending 

serious and comic elements within the same play. 

Jacobean Poetry 

Poetry during the Jacobean Age became more 

intellectual and philosophical than Elizabethan poetry. 

John Donne 
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John Donne was the leading Metaphysical poet of the 

Jacobean Age. His poetry combined emotion, intellect, wit, and 

spirituality. 

Features of Donne’s Poetry 

• Metaphysical conceits 

• Paradoxes 

• Intellectual arguments 

• Religious and philosophical themes 

• Combination of passion and reasoning 

His famous poems include: 

• The Canonization 

• The Flea 

• A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning 

• Death Be Not Proud 

Donne’s poetry reflected both worldly passion and religious 

devotion. 

Jacobean Prose 

English prose developed significantly during the 

Jacobean Age. Essays, sermons, translations, and philosophical 

writings became popular. 
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Francis Bacon 

Francis Bacon was the greatest prose writer of the 

Jacobean Age. His essays discussed morality, wisdom, politics, 

friendship, truth, studies, and human behavior. 

Important Essays 

• Of Studies 

• Of Truth 

• Of Friendship 

Bacon’s prose style was concise, practical, and aphoristic. He 

encouraged scientific thinking, observation, and reasoning. 

The King James Bible 

One of the greatest achievements of the Jacobean Age 

was the publication of the King James Bible in 1611 under the 

patronage of King James I. 

The King James Bible became a masterpiece of 

English prose and greatly influenced the English language and 

literature. Its majestic style and poetic rhythm shaped later 

literary traditions. 

Importance of the Jacobean Age 

The Jacobean Age occupies an important place in 

English literary history because it deepened literary exploration 

of human psychology, morality, and social corruption. 

The period enriched English drama through revenge 

tragedy, satire, and tragicomedy. Poetry became more 
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intellectual and philosophical, while prose achieved clarity and 

maturity. 

The age also prepared the way for later literary 

developments during the Caroline and Puritan periods. 

Conclusion 

The Jacobean Age was a significant phase of the 

English Renaissance marked by intellectual depth, dramatic 

power, and literary richness. Although it inherited the 

Renaissance spirit from the Elizabethan Age, it developed a 

darker and more realistic outlook on human life. 

The contributions of William Shakespeare, Ben 

Jonson, John Donne, Francis Bacon, John Webster, and 

Beaumont and Fletcher made the Jacobean Age one of the most 

important literary periods in English history. 

Its tragedies, metaphysical poetry, prose writings, and 

satirical works continue to influence literature and criticism 

even today. 

MCQs – John Webster 

1. John Webster belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Jacobean Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Jacobean Age 

2. John Webster was mainly known as a 

a) Poet b) Essayist c) Playwright d) Novelist 

Answer: c) Playwright 
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3. John Webster is famous for writing 

a) Romantic comedies b) Revenge tragedies  

c) Epic poems d) Pastoral lyrics 

Answer: b) Revenge tragedies 

4. Which of the following is written by John Webster? 

a) Hamlet b) The Duchess of Malfi c) Volpone  

d) Paradise Lost 

Answer: b) The Duchess of Malfi 

5. Another important play by Webster is 

a) The White Devil b) Doctor Faustus c) The Tempest 

d) Lycidas 

Answer: a) The White Devil 

6. John Webster’s plays are known for their 

a) Humour and romance b) Darkness and violence  

c) Pastoral beauty d) Simplicity and innocence 

Answer: b) Darkness and violence 

7. Webster’s tragedies mainly focus on 

a) Human corruption and suffering b) Romantic love 

only c) Nature worship d) Heroic adventure 

Answer: a) Human corruption and suffering 

8. The Duchess of Malfi is a 

a) Comedy b) Revenge tragedy c) Epic poem  

d) Satirical essay 

Answer: b) Revenge tragedy 

9. Webster’s dramatic style reflects the 

a) Optimism of the Elizabethan Age b) Dark spirit of the 

Jacobean Age c) Romantic imagination d) Victorian 
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morality 

Answer: b) Dark spirit of the Jacobean Age 

10. The heroine of The Duchess of Malfi is 

a) Isabella b) Duchess c) Cordelia d) Portia 

Answer: b) Duchess 

11. Webster’s tragedies often include 

a) Murders and conspiracies b) Pastoral songs  

c) Fairy tales d) Mythological adventures 

Answer: a) Murders and conspiracies 

12. John Webster was influenced by 

a) Senecan tragedy b) Romantic poetry c) Victorian 

realism d) Modern symbolism 

Answer: a) Senecan tragedy 

13. Webster’s plays portray 

a) Ideal society b) Political and moral corruption  

c) Rural simplicity d) Scientific progress 

Answer: b) Political and moral corruption 

14. Which literary form made Webster famous? 

a) Sonnet b) Tragedy c) Essay d) Novel 

Answer: b) Tragedy 

15. Webster’s tragedies are admired for their 

a) Comic humour b) Psychological intensity  

c) Simplicity d) Pastoral beauty 

Answer: b) Psychological intensity 

16. John Webster was a contemporary of 

a) Chaucer b) Shakespeare c) Pope d) Wordsworth 

Answer: b) Shakespeare 
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17. The atmosphere in Webster’s plays is generally 

a) Cheerful b) Dark and gloomy c) Pastoral  

d) Romantic 

Answer: b) Dark and gloomy 

18. Webster explored themes such as 

a) Revenge and betrayal b) Nature and innocence  

c) Romantic adventure d) Heroic patriotism 

Answer: a) Revenge and betrayal 

19. Which of the following is NOT written by Webster? 

a) The Duchess of Malfi b) The White Devil  

c) Volpone d) Appius and Virginia 

Answer: c) Volpone 

20. Webster’s characters often suffer from 

a) Greed and ambition b) Political corruption  

c) Violence and cruelty d) All of these 

Answer: d) All of these 

21. Webster’s tragedies reflect 

a) Human weakness and moral decay b) Romantic 

idealism c) Scientific reasoning d) Pastoral simplicity 

Answer: a) Human weakness and moral decay 

22. John Webster contributed mainly to the development of 

a) English comedy b) English revenge tragedy  

c) English essay d) English satire 

Answer: b) English revenge tragedy 

23. Webster’s dramatic world is filled with 

a) Innocence and joy b) Intrigue and corruption  

c) Nature worship d) Mythological fantasy 

Answer: b) Intrigue and corruption 
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24. John Webster remains important because of his 

a) Realistic prose b) Powerful tragic vision  

c) Romantic lyrics d) Historical chronicles 

Answer: b) Powerful tragic vision 

25. John Webster is regarded as one of the greatest 

a) Romantic poets b) Jacobean tragedians c) Victorian 

novelists d) Metaphysical critics 

Answer: b) Jacobean tragedians 

 

MCQs – Beaumont and Fletcher 

1. Beaumont and Fletcher were famous as 

a) Poets b) Essayists c) Playwrights d) Novelists 

Answer: c) Playwrights 

2. Beaumont and Fletcher belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Jacobean Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Jacobean Age 

3. The full name of Fletcher is 

a) John Fletcher b) Thomas Fletcher c) Henry Fletcher 

d) Edward Fletcher 

Answer: a) John Fletcher 

4. Beaumont and Fletcher are best known for 

a) Satirical essays b) Collaborative drama  

c) Epic poetry d) Historical chronicles 

Answer: b) Collaborative drama 

5. Which of the following is written by Beaumont and 

Fletcher? 
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a) Hamlet b) Philaster c) Paradise Lost d) Volpone 

Answer: b) Philaster 

6. Another important play by Beaumont and Fletcher is 

a) The Maid’s Tragedy b) Doctor Faustus c) Macbeth 

d) Lycidas 

Answer: a) The Maid’s Tragedy 

7. Beaumont and Fletcher mainly contributed to the 

development of 

a) Tragicomedy b) Epic poetry c) Satirical essays  

d) Pastoral lyrics 

Answer: a) Tragicomedy 

8. Tragicomedy is a mixture of 

a) Epic and satire b) Tragedy and comedy c) Poetry 

and prose d) History and romance 

Answer: b) Tragedy and comedy 

9. Beaumont and Fletcher’s plays are known for their 

a) Romantic and dramatic elements b) Scientific realism 

c) Pastoral simplicity d) Religious devotion 

Answer: a) Romantic and dramatic elements 

10. Beaumont and Fletcher were contemporaries of 

a) Chaucer b) Shakespeare c) Pope d) Wordsworth 

Answer: b) Shakespeare 

11. Their plays were highly popular during the 

a) Medieval period b) Jacobean period c) Romantic 

period d) Modern period 

Answer: b) Jacobean period 
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12. Beaumont and Fletcher’s dramas often include themes of 

a) Love and honour b) Nature worship c) Scientific 

discovery d) Religious rituals 

Answer: a) Love and honour 

13. Beaumont and Fletcher were influenced by 

a) Elizabethan and Jacobean drama b) Romantic poetry 

c) Victorian realism d) Modern symbolism 

Answer: a) Elizabethan and Jacobean drama 

14. Their dramatic style is generally 

a) Dark and pessimistic only b) Graceful and 

entertaining c) Rustic and simple d) Completely 

philosophical 

Answer: b) Graceful and entertaining 

15. Which literary form made Beaumont and Fletcher 

famous? 

a) Novel b) Drama c) Essay d) Sonnet 

Answer: b) Drama 

16. Beaumont and Fletcher often wrote 

a) Historical chronicles b) Court dramas c) Religious 

epics d) Scientific essays 

Answer: b) Court dramas 

17. Their plays were appreciated for 

a) Emotional appeal and stage effectiveness  

b) Scientific accuracy c) Simplicity alone d) Historical 

realism 

Answer: a) Emotional appeal and stage effectiveness 

18. Which of the following is NOT written by Beaumont and 

Fletcher? 
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a) Philaster b) The Maid’s Tragedy c) A King and No 

King d) The Duchess of Malfi 

Answer: d) The Duchess of Malfi 

19. Beaumont and Fletcher helped popularize 

a) Comedy of Humours b) Tragicomedy c) Epic 

poetry d) Pastoral elegy 

Answer: b) Tragicomedy 

20. Their plays usually combine 

a) Seriousness and humour b) Myth and science  

c) Religion and politics d) Satire and philosophy only 

Answer: a) Seriousness and humour 

21. Beaumont and Fletcher wrote for 

a) Public theatres b) Churches only c) Universities 

only d) Royal archives 

Answer: a) Public theatres 

22. Beaumont and Fletcher’s dramatic works reflect 

a) Courtly life and romance b) Rural simplicity  

c) Scientific thinking d) Medieval morality 

Answer: a) Courtly life and romance 

23. Their collaboration became one of the most successful 

partnerships in 

a) English drama b) English criticism c) English prose 

d) English epic poetry 

Answer: a) English drama 

24. Beaumont and Fletcher remain important because of their 

a) Contribution to tragicomedy b) Romantic lyrics  

c) Historical essays d) Religious prose 

Answer: a) Contribution to tragicomedy 
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25. Beaumont and Fletcher are remembered as major 

dramatists of the 

a) Romantic Age b) Jacobean Age c) Victorian Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: b) Jacobean Age 

MCQs – Michael Drayton 

1. Michael Drayton belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Elizabethan and 

Jacobean Age d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Elizabethan and Jacobean Age 

2. Michael Drayton was mainly known as a 

a) Playwright b) Poet c) Novelist d) Essayist 

Answer: b) Poet 

3. Michael Drayton is famous for his work 

a) Paradise Lost b) Poly-Olbion c) Volpone  

d) Doctor Faustus 

Answer: b) Poly-Olbion 

4. Poly-Olbion mainly describes 

a) Greek mythology b) England’s geography and history 

c) Romantic love d) Religious philosophy 

Answer: b) England’s geography and history 

5. Michael Drayton’s poetry reflects 

a) Patriotism and love for England b) Romantic 

melancholy c) Scientific realism d) Religious 

mysticism only 

Answer: a) Patriotism and love for England 
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6. Michael Drayton wrote in the form of 

a) Epic and lyrical poetry b) Novels only c) Satirical 

essays d) Tragedies only 

Answer: a) Epic and lyrical poetry 

7. Which poem by Drayton is a famous love lyric? 

a) Since There’s No Help b) The Flea c) Lycidas  

d) Kubla Khan 

Answer: a) Since There’s No Help 

8. Michael Drayton was a contemporary of 

a) Chaucer b) Shakespeare c) Pope d) Wordsworth 

Answer: b) Shakespeare 

9. Poly-Olbion is considered a 

a) Historical and topographical poem b) Comedy  

c) Satirical essay d) Novel 

Answer: a) Historical and topographical poem 

10. Drayton’s poetry often celebrates 

a) English landscapes and history b) Industrialization 

c) Medieval superstition d) Scientific inventions 

Answer: a) English landscapes and history 

11. Michael Drayton belonged to the spirit of the 

a) Renaissance b) Romantic movement c) Modernist 

movement d) Gothic movement 

Answer: a) Renaissance 

12. Drayton’s literary style is noted for 

a) Patriotism and imagination b) Scientific reasoning 

c) Extreme simplicity d) Satirical prose only 

Answer: a) Patriotism and imagination 
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13. Which of the following is NOT written by Michael 

Drayton? 

a) Poly-Olbion b) Since There’s No Help c) Idea  

d) The Alchemist 

Answer: d) The Alchemist 

14. Michael Drayton also wrote 

a) Sonnets b) Scientific essays c) Tragic dramas  

d) Novels 

Answer: a) Sonnets 

15. Drayton’s sonnet sequence is titled 

a) Astrophel and Stella b) Amoretti c) Idea d) Delia 

Answer: c) Idea 

16. Michael Drayton’s poetry reflects 

a) Renaissance humanism b) Victorian morality  

c) Romantic nature worship only d) Modern alienation 

Answer: a) Renaissance humanism 

17. Drayton’s works are important for their 

a) National spirit b) Gothic horror c) Scientific realism 

d) Religious satire 

Answer: a) National spirit 

18. Michael Drayton used poetry to preserve 

a) English legends and landscapes b) Roman law  

c) Scientific formulas d) Medieval sermons 

Answer: a) English legends and landscapes 

19. Which literary form made Drayton famous? 

a) Drama b) Poetry c) Essay d) Novel 

Answer: b) Poetry 
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20. Michael Drayton’s writings are associated with 

a) National identity and history b) Industrial revolution 

c) Modern psychology d) Gothic fantasy 

Answer: a) National identity and history 

21. Drayton’s poetry combines 

a) Imagination and patriotism b) Satire and comedy only 

c) Scientific theory and logic d) Mythology and tragedy 

only 

Answer: a) Imagination and patriotism 

22. Michael Drayton contributed mainly to the development 

of 

a) English poetry b) English novel c) English criticism 

d) Restoration comedy 

Answer: a) English poetry 

23. Drayton’s poem “Since There’s No Help” deals with 

a) Patriotism b) Lost love c) Religious devotion  

d) Political corruption 

Answer: b) Lost love 

24. Michael Drayton remains important because of his 

a) Historical and patriotic poetry b) Scientific 

discoveries c) Satirical dramas d) Religious prose 

Answer: a) Historical and patriotic poetry 

25. Michael Drayton is remembered as one of the important 

poets of the 

a) Jacobean and Elizabethan period b) Romantic period 

c) Victorian period d) Modern period 

Answer: a) Jacobean and Elizabethan period 
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MCQs – Robert Burton 

1. Robert Burton belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Jacobean Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Jacobean Age 

2. Robert Burton was mainly known as a 

a) Playwright b) Poet c) Scholar and prose writer  

d) Novelist 

Answer: c) Scholar and prose writer 

3. Robert Burton is famous for his work 

a) Paradise Lost b) The Anatomy of Melancholy  

c) Volpone d) Doctor Faustus 

Answer: b) The Anatomy of Melancholy 

4. The Anatomy of Melancholy mainly deals with 

a) War and politics b) Human sadness and psychology 

c) Romantic love only d) Nature worship 

Answer: b) Human sadness and psychology 

5. Robert Burton wrote under the pseudonym 

a) Democritus Junior b) Astrophel c) Lycidas  

d) Philaster 

Answer: a) Democritus Junior 

6. Burton’s The Anatomy of Melancholy is a 

a) Drama b) Philosophical prose work c) Epic poem 

d) Comedy 

Answer: b) Philosophical prose work 

7. Robert Burton’s work combines 

a) Scholarship and humour b) Fantasy and mythology 
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c) Satire and tragedy only d) Pastoral simplicity 

Answer: a) Scholarship and humour 

8. Burton explored the causes and cures of 

a) Ambition b) Melancholy c) Heroism d) Revenge 

Answer: b) Melancholy 

9. Robert Burton was greatly influenced by 

a) Classical learning b) Romanticism c) Victorian 

realism d) Modernism 

Answer: a) Classical learning 

10. Burton’s prose style is known for being 

a) Short and simple b) Learned and elaborate  

c) Rustic and plain d) Emotional only 

Answer: b) Learned and elaborate 

11. The Anatomy of Melancholy contains references to 

a) Literature and philosophy b) Medicine and 

psychology c) Religion and history d) All of these 

Answer: d) All of these 

12. Robert Burton was associated with 

a) Oxford University b) Cambridge University  

c) Harvard University d) London University 

Answer: a) Oxford University 

13. Burton’s work reflects the intellectual spirit of the 

a) Renaissance b) Romantic Age c) Modern Age  

d) Gothic Age 

Answer: a) Renaissance 
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14. Which literary form made Burton famous? 

a) Novel b) Scholarly prose c) Drama d) Sonnet 

Answer: b) Scholarly prose 

15. Burton’s work is admired for its 

a) Depth of learning b) Romantic imagination  

c) Scientific experiments d) Heroic adventures 

Answer: a) Depth of learning 

16. Robert Burton discussed melancholy from 

a) Medical perspective only b) Religious perspective 

only c) Philosophical and psychological perspectives 

d) Political perspective only 

Answer: c) Philosophical and psychological 

perspectives 

17. Which of the following is NOT written by Robert Burton? 

a) The Anatomy of Melancholy b) Democritus Junior 

c) Of Studies d) None of these 

Answer: c) Of Studies 

18. Burton’s writings reflect 

a) Human emotions and mental struggles b) Romantic 

nature worship c) Medieval heroism d) Industrial 

progress 

Answer: a) Human emotions and mental struggles 

19. Robert Burton’s work became famous for its 

a) Encyclopedic knowledge b) Dramatic structure  

c) Pastoral beauty d) Satirical humour only 

Answer: a) Encyclopedic knowledge 

20. Burton used quotations from 

a) Classical writers b) Philosophers c) Scholars  
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d) All of these 

Answer: d) All of these 

21. Robert Burton’s prose often includes 

a) Humour and irony b) Fantasy and myths c) Political 

propaganda d) Rustic dialogue 

Answer: a) Humour and irony 

22. Burton contributed mainly to the development of 

a) English prose literature b) English tragedy  

c) English lyric poetry d) Gothic fiction 

Answer: a) English prose literature 

23. Robert Burton’s work reflects 

a) Curiosity about the human mind b) Interest in warfare 

c) Religious fanaticism d) Scientific invention only 

Answer: a) Curiosity about the human mind 

24. Robert Burton remains important because of his 

a) Psychological insight and scholarship b) Epic poetry 

c) Historical chronicles d) Comic drama 

Answer: a) Psychological insight and scholarship 

25. Robert Burton is remembered as one of the great prose 

writers of the 

a) Jacobean Age b) Romantic Age c) Victorian Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: a) Jacobean Age 
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MCQs – Sir Walter Raleigh 

1. Sir Walter Raleigh belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Elizabethan and 

Jacobean Age d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Elizabethan and Jacobean Age 

2. Sir Walter Raleigh was famous as an 

a) Explorer and writer b) Novelist c) Dramatist  

d) Critic 

Answer: a) Explorer and writer 

3. Sir Walter Raleigh served under 

a) Queen Victoria b) Queen Elizabeth I c) King Henry 

VIII d) Queen Anne 

Answer: b) Queen Elizabeth I 

4. Raleigh is remembered for encouraging 

a) Industrialization b) Overseas exploration  

c) Scientific inventions d) Gothic fiction 

Answer: b) Overseas exploration 

5. Which famous prose work was written by Raleigh? 

a) The History of the World b) Paradise Lost c) Utopia 

d) Volpone 

Answer: a) The History of the World 

6. Sir Walter Raleigh was also known for writing 

a) Lyrics and poems b) Epic dramas c) Novels  

d) Scientific essays only 

Answer: a) Lyrics and poems 

7. Raleigh’s writings reflect 

a) Renaissance humanism b) Romantic melancholy only 
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c) Victorian morality d) Modern alienation 

Answer: a) Renaissance humanism 

8. Sir Walter Raleigh was imprisoned in the 

a) Tower of London b) Windsor Castle c) Globe 

Theatre d) Westminster Abbey 

Answer: a) Tower of London 

9. Raleigh wrote The History of the World during his 

a) Military service b) Imprisonment c) Childhood  

d) Travels in America 

Answer: b) Imprisonment 

10. Sir Walter Raleigh is associated with the spirit of 

a) Adventure and exploration b) Scientific realism  

c) Gothic horror d) Religious mysticism only 

Answer: a) Adventure and exploration 

11. Raleigh’s poetry often deals with 

a) Love and mortality b) Industrialization c) Political 

propaganda only d) Rural farming 

Answer: a) Love and mortality 

12. Which of the following poems is associated with Raleigh? 

a) The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd b) Lycidas  

c) Kubla Khan d) The Flea 

Answer: a) The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd 

13. Sir Walter Raleigh was a contemporary of 

a) Chaucer b) Shakespeare c) Pope d) Wordsworth 

Answer: b) Shakespeare 

14. Raleigh’s prose style is noted for being 

a) Grand and scholarly b) Rustic and simple c) Highly 
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emotional only d) Comic and humorous 

Answer: a) Grand and scholarly 

15. Sir Walter Raleigh contributed mainly to 

a) Exploration and prose writing b) Gothic fiction  

c) Restoration comedy d) Metaphysical poetry only 

Answer: a) Exploration and prose writing 

16. Raleigh’s literary works reflect 

a) Renaissance ideals b) Romantic imagination only  

c) Medieval superstition d) Scientific experimentation 

only 

Answer: a) Renaissance ideals 

17. Which of the following is NOT written by Raleigh? 

a) The History of the World b) The Nymph’s Reply to 

the Shepherd c) The Faerie Queene d) None of these 

Answer: c) The Faerie Queene 

18. Sir Walter Raleigh explored parts of 

a) America b) Africa only c) Australia d) Antarctica 

Answer: a) America 

19. Raleigh’s poetry is admired for its 

a) Simplicity and reflective tone b) Violent imagery  

c) Satirical humour only d) Mythological complexity 

Answer: a) Simplicity and reflective tone 

20. Raleigh’s life reflected the ideals of the 

a) Renaissance gentleman b) Victorian scholar  

c) Romantic rebel d) Modern intellectual 

Answer: a) Renaissance gentleman 
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21. Sir Walter Raleigh fell out of favour after the death of 

a) Queen Elizabeth I b) King James I c) Henry VIII 

d) Charles I 

Answer: a) Queen Elizabeth I 

22. Raleigh’s writings often express 

a) Philosophical reflection b) Political ambition only 

c) Religious fanaticism d) Scientific formulas 

Answer: a) Philosophical reflection 

23. Sir Walter Raleigh remains important because of his 

a) Contributions to exploration and literature b) 

Romantic poetry only c) Scientific discoveries  

d) Comic drama 

Answer: a) Contributions to exploration and literature 

24. Raleigh’s work combines 

a) Adventure, scholarship, and poetry b) Satire and 

revenge tragedy c) Myth and fantasy only d) Pastoral 

comedy only 

Answer: a) Adventure, scholarship, and poetry 

25. Sir Walter Raleigh is remembered as one of the great 

figures of the 

a) Elizabethan and Jacobean Age b) Romantic Age  

c) Victorian Age d) Modern Age 

Answer: a) Elizabethan and Jacobean Age 

MCQs – John Ford 

1. John Ford belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Jacobean Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Jacobean Age 
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2. John Ford was mainly known as a 

a) Poet b) Essayist c) Playwright d) Novelist 

Answer: c) Playwright 

3. John Ford is famous for writing 

a) Romantic comedies b) Tragedies c) Epic poetry  

d) Satirical essays 

Answer: b) Tragedies 

4. Which of the following is written by John Ford? 

a) Volpone b) ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore c) Paradise Lost 

d) Doctor Faustus 

Answer: b) ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore 

5. John Ford’s plays are known for their 

a) Humour and fantasy b) Emotional intensity and 

tragedy c) Pastoral beauty d) Scientific realism 

Answer: b) Emotional intensity and tragedy 

6. John Ford belonged to the tradition of 

a) Jacobean tragedy b) Romantic poetry c) Victorian 

realism d) Modern drama 

Answer: a) Jacobean tragedy 

7. Ford’s dramas often explore 

a) Forbidden love and human suffering b) Nature 

worship c) Heroic patriotism d) Religious rituals 

Answer: a) Forbidden love and human suffering 

8. Which literary form made John Ford famous? 

a) Novel b) Drama c) Essay d) Sonnet 

Answer: b) Drama 
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9. John Ford’s plays generally have a 

a) Cheerful ending b) Tragic ending c) Comic 

structure d) Pastoral atmosphere 

Answer: b) Tragic ending 

10. John Ford was a contemporary of 

a) Chaucer b) Shakespeare c) Pope d) Wordsworth 

Answer: b) Shakespeare 

11. John Ford’s tragedies are admired for their 

a) Psychological depth b) Scientific accuracy  

c) Simplicity only d) Mythological imagination 

Answer: a) Psychological depth 

12. Ford’s dramatic style reflects the 

a) Optimism of the Elizabethan Age b) Dark spirit of the 

Jacobean Age c) Romantic imagination d) Victorian 

morality 

Answer: b) Dark spirit of the Jacobean Age 

13. Which of the following is another play by John Ford? 

a) The Broken Heart b) Hamlet c) The Tempest d) 

Lycidas 

Answer: a) The Broken Heart 

14. John Ford’s plays often deal with 

a) Passion and moral conflict b) Scientific progress  

c) Rural simplicity d) Political propaganda only 

Answer: a) Passion and moral conflict 

15. Ford’s tragic heroes and heroines usually suffer because 

of 

a) Human emotions and fate b) Nature c) Comedy  
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d) Heroic victories 

Answer: a) Human emotions and fate 

16. John Ford’s works are characterized by 

a) Melancholy and seriousness b) Comic humour only 

c) Fantasy and adventure d) Pastoral innocence 

Answer: a) Melancholy and seriousness 

17. Which of the following is NOT written by John Ford? 

a) The Broken Heart b) Love’s Sacrifice c) Volpone 

d) ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore 

Answer: c) Volpone 

18. Ford’s plays focus strongly on 

a) Inner emotional struggles b) Historical events only 

c) Religious doctrine d) Mythological stories only 

Answer: a) Inner emotional struggles 

19. John Ford contributed mainly to the development of 

a) English tragedy b) English essay c) English satire 

d) English lyric poetry 

Answer: a) English tragedy 

20. Ford’s dramatic language is known for its 

a) Emotional power b) Scientific precision c) Comic 

exaggeration d) Simplicity alone 

Answer: a) Emotional power 

21. John Ford’s tragedies reflect 

a) Human weakness and suffering b) Romantic idealism 

c) Scientific experimentation d) National pride only 

Answer: a) Human weakness and suffering 
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22. The atmosphere in Ford’s plays is generally 

a) Joyful b) Dark and tragic c) Pastoral d) Heroic 

Answer: b) Dark and tragic 

23. John Ford remains important because of his 

a) Powerful tragic vision b) Historical chronicles  

c) Scientific discoveries d) Comic drama 

Answer: a) Powerful tragic vision 

24. Ford’s dramatic works are associated with 

a) Jacobean theatre b) Romantic theatre c) Victorian 

fiction d) Modern realism 

Answer: a) Jacobean theatre 

25. John Ford is remembered as one of the important 

tragedians of the 

a) Jacobean Age b) Romantic Age c) Victorian Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: a) Jacobean Age 

MCQs – George Chapman 

1. George Chapman belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Elizabethan and 

Jacobean Age d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Elizabethan and Jacobean Age 

2. George Chapman was mainly known as a 

a) Novelist b) Poet and dramatist c) Essayist  

d) Critic 

Answer: b) Poet and dramatist 
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3. George Chapman is best known for translating 

a) Virgil b) Homer c) Dante d) Aristotle 

Answer: b) Homer 

4. Chapman translated 

a) The Iliad and The Odyssey b) Paradise Lost  

c) Utopia d) Metamorphoses 

Answer: a) The Iliad and The Odyssey 

5. George Chapman’s translations greatly influenced 

a) Shakespeare b) Keats c) Milton d) Wordsworth 

Answer: b) Keats 

6. Which famous sonnet by Keats was inspired by 

Chapman’s translation? 

a) On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer b) Bright 

Star c) London, 1802 d) Ode to Autumn 

Answer: a) On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer 

7. George Chapman was also a 

a) Scientist b) Dramatist c) Explorer d) Philosopher 

only 

Answer: b) Dramatist 

8. Chapman’s literary works reflect the spirit of the 

a) Renaissance b) Romantic movement c) Victorian 

realism d) Modernism 

Answer: a) Renaissance 

9. George Chapman admired 

a) Classical Greek literature b) Gothic fiction  

c) Medieval ballads only d) Modern science 

Answer: a) Classical Greek literature 
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10. Chapman’s translations are known for their 

a) Energy and poetic grandeur b) Simplicity only  

c) Comic humour d) Scientific style 

Answer: a) Energy and poetic grandeur 

11. George Chapman was a contemporary of 

a) Chaucer b) Shakespeare c) Pope d) Tennyson 

Answer: b) Shakespeare 

12. Which literary form made Chapman famous? 

a) Translation and poetry b) Novel c) Essay d) Satire 

only 

Answer: a) Translation and poetry 

13. George Chapman contributed greatly to 

a) English translations of classical works b) Gothic 

fiction c) Victorian novels d) Romantic criticism 

Answer: a) English translations of classical works 

14. Chapman’s dramatic works often dealt with 

a) Classical and historical themes b) Rural simplicity 

c) Scientific discoveries d) Romantic fantasy only 

Answer: a) Classical and historical themes 

15. Which of the following is associated with George 

Chapman? 

a) Bussy D’Ambois b) Volpone c) The Duchess of 

Malfi d) Samson Agonistes 

Answer: a) Bussy D’Ambois 

16. George Chapman’s literary style is noted for being 

a) Intellectual and serious b) Rustic and simple  

c) Comic and light-hearted d) Emotional only 

Answer: a) Intellectual and serious 
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17. Chapman’s writings reveal 

a) Humanism and classical learning b) Romantic 

melancholy c) Industrial progress d) Religious 

fanaticism 

Answer: a) Humanism and classical learning 

18. Which of the following is NOT written by George 

Chapman? 

a) Bussy D’Ambois b) The Iliad translation  

c) Volpone d) The Odyssey translation 

Answer: c) Volpone 

19. Chapman’s translations helped introduce 

a) Greek epics to English readers b) Gothic stories  

c) Modern psychology d) Scientific theories 

Answer: a) Greek epics to English readers 

20. George Chapman’s works are admired for their 

a) Scholarship and poetic force b) Comic exaggeration 

c) Pastoral simplicity d) Emotional sentimentality 

Answer: a) Scholarship and poetic force 

21. Chapman’s writings reflect the ideals of 

a) Renaissance humanism b) Romanticism  

c) Naturalism d) Symbolism 

Answer: a) Renaissance humanism 

22. George Chapman contributed mainly to the development 

of 

a) English poetic translation b) English satire  

c) Gothic prose d) Victorian realism 

Answer: a) English poetic translation 
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23. Chapman’s translation of Homer became a landmark in 

a) English literature b) French literature c) American 

literature d) Medieval literature 

Answer: a) English literature 

24. George Chapman remains important because of his 

a) Classical translations and dramatic works b) 

Romantic lyrics c) Scientific discoveries d) Historical 

chronicles 

Answer: a) Classical translations and dramatic works 

25. George Chapman is remembered as one of the major 

literary figures of the 

a) Elizabethan and Jacobean Age b) Romantic Age  

c) Victorian Age d) Modern Age 

Answer: a) Elizabethan and Jacobean Age 

MCQs – Thomas Dekker 

1. Thomas Dekker belonged to the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Elizabethan and 

Jacobean Age d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Elizabethan and Jacobean Age 

2. Thomas Dekker was mainly known as a 

a) Poet b) Playwright c) Novelist d) Essayist 

Answer: b) Playwright 

3. Thomas Dekker is famous for writing 

a) The Shoemaker’s Holiday b) Paradise Lost  

c) Hamlet d) Volpone 

Answer: a) The Shoemaker’s Holiday 
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4. The Shoemaker’s Holiday is mainly a 

a) Tragedy b) Comedy c) Epic d) Satire 

Answer: b) Comedy 

5. Thomas Dekker’s plays often portray 

a) Common city life b) Mythological heroes  

c) Scientific discoveries d) Rural farming 

Answer: a) Common city life 

6. Dekker’s literary style is known for its 

a) Warm humanity and humour b) Dark pessimism  

c) Scientific realism d) Philosophical abstraction 

Answer: a) Warm humanity and humour 

7. Thomas Dekker was a contemporary of 

a) Chaucer b) Shakespeare c) Pope d) Tennyson 

Answer: b) Shakespeare 

8. Dekker’s dramas often focus on 

a) Ordinary people and social life b) Classical 

mythology only c) Political theory d) Scientific 

invention 

Answer: a) Ordinary people and social life 

9. Which of the following is another work by Dekker? 

a) Old Fortunatus b) Doctor Faustus c) The Alchemist 

d) Lycidas 

Answer: a) Old Fortunatus 

10. Thomas Dekker contributed mainly to the development of 

a) City comedy b) Epic poetry c) Metaphysical poetry 

d) Gothic fiction 

Answer: a) City comedy 
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11. Dekker’s plays reflect 

a) Urban life and middle-class society b) Romantic 

nature worship c) Medieval heroism d) Scientific 

curiosity only 

Answer: a) Urban life and middle-class society 

12. Thomas Dekker often collaborated with other 

a) Scientists b) Dramatists c) Explorers  

d) Philosophers 

Answer: b) Dramatists 

13. Dekker’s dramatic atmosphere is generally 

a) Cheerful and lively b) Dark and tragic  

c) Mysterious and gothic d) Philosophical and abstract 

Answer: a) Cheerful and lively 

14. Which literary form made Dekker famous? 

a) Novel b) Drama c) Essay d) Sonnet 

Answer: b) Drama 

15. Dekker’s writings often include 

a) Humour and sentiment b) Violence and revenge only 

c) Scientific theory d) Religious doctrine only 

Answer: a) Humour and sentiment 

16. Thomas Dekker belonged to the tradition of 

a) Renaissance drama b) Romantic poetry c) Victorian 

realism d) Modern fiction 

Answer: a) Renaissance drama 

17. Which of the following is NOT written by Thomas 

Dekker? 

a) The Shoemaker’s Holiday b) Old Fortunatus c) The 
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White Devil d) Satiromastix 

Answer: c) The White Devil 

18. Dekker’s plays are appreciated for their 

a) Realistic depiction of London life b) Classical 

discipline only c) Scientific accuracy d) Philosophical 

arguments 

Answer: a) Realistic depiction of London life 

19. Thomas Dekker also wrote 

a) Pamphlets and prose works b) Scientific essays only 

c) Historical chronicles only d) Religious epics only 

Answer: a) Pamphlets and prose works 

20. Dekker’s humour is generally 

a) Gentle and human b) Bitter and cruel c) Intellectual 

only d) Completely sarcastic 

Answer: a) Gentle and human 

21. Thomas Dekker’s works reveal 

a) Sympathy for ordinary people b) Hatred for society 

c) Romantic idealism only d) Religious fanaticism 

Answer: a) Sympathy for ordinary people 

22. Dekker’s plays became popular because of their 

a) Entertainment and realism b) Scientific learning  

c) Mythological themes d) Political propaganda 

Answer: a) Entertainment and realism 

23. Thomas Dekker remains important because of his 

a) Contribution to English comedy b) Epic poetry  

c) Scientific discoveries d) Metaphysical criticism 

Answer: a) Contribution to English comedy 
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24. Dekker’s dramatic world is filled with 

a) Citizens, workers, and merchants b) Kings and 

warriors only c) Mythological gods d) Philosophers 

only 

Answer: a) Citizens, workers, and merchants 

25. Thomas Dekker is remembered as one of the important 

dramatists of the 

a) Elizabethan and Jacobean Age b) Romantic Age  

c) Victorian Age d) Modern Age 

Answer: a) Elizabethan and Jacobean Age 

 

  



110 | P a g e  

 

The Restoration Age (1660–1700) 

Introduction 

The Restoration Age is an important period in the 

history of English Literature. The term “Restoration” refers to 

the restoration of the monarchy in England in 1660 when King 

Charles II returned to the throne after the Puritan rule under 

Oliver Cromwell. This period marked the end of the Puritan 

Commonwealth and the revival of monarchy, theatre, arts, and 

literature. 

The Restoration Age is often called the “Age of 

Dryden” because John Dryden dominated the literary world of 

this period. The age was marked by realism, rationalism, wit, 

satire, and a reaction against the seriousness and strict morality 

of the Puritan Age. 

During the Puritan period, theatres had been closed, 

and artistic freedom was restricted. With the restoration of 

Charles II, theatres reopened, literature flourished again, and 

society became more worldly and pleasure-loving. Writers 

focused on reason, social manners, urban life, politics, satire, 

and human behaviour. 

The Restoration Age became a bridge between the Renaissance 

spirit and the Neo-Classical Age. It introduced literary 

discipline, classical ideals, and intellectual criticism into 

English literature. 

 

 

 



111 | P a g e  

 

Historical Background of the Restoration Age 

The Restoration Age began in 1660 when the English 

monarchy was restored after years of political conflict and 

Puritan rule. Oliver Cromwell’s government had imposed strict 

moral discipline and banned theatres and many forms of 

entertainment. 

When Charles II became king, England experienced 

political stability and social change. Charles II had spent years 

in France during exile and brought French influence into 

English society and literature. As a result, literature became 

more polished, refined, and classical in style. 

The reopening of theatres encouraged the growth of 

drama, especially comedy. Society became more fashionable, 

materialistic, and sophisticated. Coffee houses became centers 

of discussion, criticism, and literary activity. 

Scientific progress also influenced the Restoration 

Age. The Royal Society encouraged scientific inquiry and 

rational thinking. Writers increasingly valued reason, order, 

clarity, and realism. 

Features of the Restoration Age 

1. Influence of Classicism 

The Restoration writers were strongly influenced by 

classical Greek and Roman literature. They admired order, 

balance, discipline, clarity, and reason. Writers followed 

classical rules in literature and emphasized correctness of style. 

Classical authors such as Horace, Virgil, and Aristotle greatly 

influenced Restoration poetry and drama. 
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2. Rise of Rationalism 

Reason and intellect became central features of 

Restoration literature. Writers focused more on logic, analysis, 

and realistic observation than on imagination and emotion. 

Unlike the emotional intensity of Renaissance literature, 

Restoration literature valued common sense, practicality, and 

intellectual clarity. 

3. Importance of Satire 

Satire became one of the most important literary forms 

of the Restoration Age. Writers criticized human follies, 

political corruption, hypocrisy, vanity, and social immorality 

through wit and humour. 

John Dryden and later Alexander Pope became masters of 

satire. 

Restoration satire aimed both to entertain and to correct society. 

4. Development of Heroic Couplet 

The heroic couplet became the dominant poetic form 

during the Restoration Age. It consists of two rhyming lines 

written in iambic pentameter. 

John Dryden perfected the use of heroic couplets for satire, 

criticism, and narrative poetry. This form reflected the balance, 

order, and precision valued by Restoration writers. 

5. Realism and Urbanity 

Restoration literature focused on real life, especially 

urban society. Writers portrayed fashionable city life, social 
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manners, politics, love affairs, and human weaknesses 

realistically. 

Unlike the idealism of earlier literature, Restoration writers 

presented human beings as practical, selfish, ambitious, and 

imperfect. 

6. Rise of Restoration Comedy 

Drama revived strongly during the Restoration Age 

after theatres reopened. Restoration comedy became highly 

popular among upper-class audiences. 

Features of Restoration Comedy 

• Wit and humour 

• Satire of social manners 

• Themes of love and marriage 

• Clever dialogues 

• Fashionable urban setting 

• Immoral and sophisticated characters 

These comedies reflected the luxurious and pleasure-loving 

society of the Restoration court. 

7. Scientific and Intellectual Spirit 

Scientific discoveries and rational inquiry influenced 

Restoration literature. Writers became more analytical and 

realistic in their outlook. 



114 | P a g e  

 

The establishment of the Royal Society encouraged scientific 

observation and experimentation. Literature therefore became 

more practical and intellectual. 

Restoration Poetry 

Poetry during the Restoration Age emphasized wit, 

satire, reason, and formal structure. 

John Dryden 

John Dryden was the greatest literary figure of the 

Restoration Age. He excelled as a poet, dramatist, critic, and 

translator. 

Major Works of Dryden 

• Absalom and Achitophel 

• Mac Flecknoe 

• Alexander’s Feast 

Dryden’s poetry reflects political satire, intellectual 

strength, clarity, and mastery of heroic couplets. He is regarded 

as the father of English literary criticism. 

Restoration Drama 

Drama flourished again after the reopening of theatres in 1660. 

Features of Restoration Drama 

• Focus on upper-class society 

• Witty and polished dialogues 

• Satirical treatment of social manners 
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• Realistic portrayal of urban life 

• Themes of love, marriage, and adultery 

Women were allowed to act on stage for the first time in 

English theatre history. 

 

William Congreve 

William Congreve was one of the greatest Restoration comedy 

writers. 

Major Works 

• The Way of the World 

• Love for Love 

His plays are admired for wit, elegant dialogue, and satire of 

fashionable society. 

William Wycherley 

William Wycherley became famous for his bold and witty 

comedies. 

Major Works 

• The Country Wife 

• The Plain Dealer 

His plays expose hypocrisy, greed, and immoral behaviour in 

society. 
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Restoration Prose 

English prose developed significantly during the Restoration 

Age. 

John Bunyan 

John Bunyan wrote The Pilgrim’s Progress, one of the 

greatest allegorical works in English literature. It reflects 

Puritan spirituality and moral struggle. 

Samuel Pepys 

Samuel Pepys became famous for his diary, which 

provides a vivid picture of Restoration society, politics, and 

daily life. 

His diary is considered an important historical and literary 

document. 

Restoration Literary Criticism 

The Restoration Age also witnessed the growth of 

literary criticism. John Dryden wrote important critical essays 

discussing drama, poetry, and literary principles. His work An 

Essay of Dramatic Poesy established standards for English 

literary criticism. 

Major Writers of the Restoration Age 

1. John Dryden 

2. William Congreve 

3. William Wycherley 

4. John Bunyan 
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5. Samuel Pepys 

6. George Etherege 

7. Aphra Behn 

Importance of the Restoration Age 

The Restoration Age occupies an important position in 

English literary history because it introduced realism, satire, 

intellectual criticism, and classical discipline into literature. 

The age revived drama after the Puritan ban and 

established comedy of manners as a major dramatic form. 

Poetry became more polished and rational, while prose 

achieved clarity and realism. The literary standards developed 

during the Restoration Age strongly influenced the later Neo-

Classical Age. 

Conclusion 

The Restoration Age was a period of political 

restoration, literary revival, and intellectual growth. It reacted 

against Puritan strictness and promoted wit, realism, satire, and 

rational thinking. 

Writers such as John Dryden, William Congreve, 

William Wycherley, John Bunyan, and Samuel Pepys enriched 

English literature with important contributions in poetry, 

drama, prose, and criticism. 

The Restoration Age therefore remains a major turning 

point in the development of English literature and literary 

thought. 
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MCQs – John Dryden 

1. John Dryden is known as the poet of the 

a) Romantic Age b) Victorian Age c) Restoration Age 

d) Modern Age 

Answer: c) Restoration Age 

2. John Dryden was born in 

a) 1608 b) 1631 c) 1700 d) 1770 

Answer: b) 1631 

3. John Dryden is often called the 

a) Father of English Criticism b) Father of Romanticism 

c) Poet of Nature d) Lake Poet 

Answer: a) Father of English Criticism 

4. Which literary form made Dryden famous? 

a) Satire b) Drama c) Criticism d) All of these 

Answer: d) All of these 

5. John Dryden became Poet Laureate during the reign of 

a) Queen Elizabeth I b) Charles II c) Queen Victoria 

d) James I 

Answer: b) Charles II 

6. Dryden is associated with the use of 

a) Blank verse b) Heroic couplet c) Free verse  

d) Ballad metre 

Answer: b) Heroic couplet 

7. Which of the following is a satire by Dryden? 

a) Lycidas b) Mac Flecknoe c) The Prelude d) Kubla 

Khan 

Answer: b) Mac Flecknoe 
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8. Absalom and Achitophel is a 

a) Pastoral poem b) Political satire c) Romantic lyric 

d) Tragedy 

Answer: b) Political satire 

9. John Dryden wrote 

a) An Essay of Dramatic Poesy b) Utopia c) The 

Faerie Queene d) The Duchess of Malfi 

Answer: a) An Essay of Dramatic Poesy 

10. Dryden’s An Essay of Dramatic Poesy deals with 

a) Politics b) Literary criticism c) Science  

d) Religion 

Answer: b) Literary criticism 

11. John Dryden translated works of 

a) Virgil b) Homer c) Juvenal d) All of these 

Answer: d) All of these 

12. Dryden belonged to the spirit of 

a) Neo-classicism b) Romanticism c) Modernism  

d) Symbolism 

Answer: a) Neo-classicism 

13. Which of the following is NOT written by Dryden? 

a) Mac Flecknoe b) Absalom and Achitophel c) The 

Way of the World d) All for Love 

Answer: c) The Way of the World 

14. All for Love is based on the story of 

a) Hamlet b) Antony and Cleopatra c) King Lear  

d) Oedipus 

Answer: b) Antony and Cleopatra 
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15. John Dryden admired 

a) Classical rules and order b) Romantic imagination 

only c) Gothic fantasy d) Medieval mysticism 

Answer: a) Classical rules and order 

16. Dryden’s literary style is known for 

a) Clarity and balance b) Obscurity c) Emotional 

excess d) Simplicity only 

Answer: a) Clarity and balance 

17. John Dryden contributed mainly to 

a) Poetry and criticism b) Science c) Gothic fiction 

d) Romantic lyricism 

Answer: a) Poetry and criticism 

18. Dryden’s satire often attacked 

a) Political enemies and bad writers b) Nature  

c) Religion only d) Science 

Answer: a) Political enemies and bad writers 

19. Which poem earned Dryden political fame? 

a) Lycidas b) Absalom and Achitophel c) The Raven 

d) Tintern Abbey 

Answer: b) Absalom and Achitophel 

20. John Dryden was influenced by 

a) Classical literature b) Romantic poetry c) Gothic 

fiction d) Medieval ballads only 

Answer: a) Classical literature 

21. Dryden’s poetry reflects 

a) Wit and intellect b) Emotional melancholy only  

c) Mysticism d) Pastoral innocence 

Answer: a) Wit and intellect 
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22. Dryden converted to 

a) Protestantism b) Catholicism c) Buddhism  

d) Judaism 

Answer: b) Catholicism 

23. Which work by Dryden is a mock-heroic satire? 

a) Mac Flecknoe b) Lycidas c) Samson Agonistes  

d) Endymion 

Answer: a) Mac Flecknoe 

24. Dryden’s dramatic works belong mainly to the 

a) Restoration theatre b) Romantic theatre c) Medieval 

drama d) Modern drama 

Answer: a) Restoration theatre 

25. John Dryden was succeeded as Poet Laureate by 

a) Alexander Pope b) Thomas Shadwell c) Milton  

d) Ben Jonson 

Answer: b) Thomas Shadwell 

26. Dryden’s criticism emphasized 

a) Rules and decorum b) Imagination only c) Emotion 

over reason d) Mysticism 

Answer: a) Rules and decorum 

27. Which of the following is a heroic tragedy by Dryden? 

a) Aureng-Zebe b) Volpone c) Doctor Faustus  

d) Hamlet 

Answer: a) Aureng-Zebe 

28. Dryden’s age is known for 

a) Satire and classicism b) Romantic nature poetry  

c) Gothic horror d) Modern realism 

Answer: a) Satire and classicism 
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29. Dryden’s Religio Laici discusses 

a) Love b) Religion c) Nature d) Science 

Answer: b) Religion 

30. John Dryden’s works reflect 

a) Rationalism and order b) Romantic rebellion  

c) Medieval heroism d) Gothic imagination 

Answer: a) Rationalism and order 

31. Dryden used the heroic couplet mainly for 

a) Satire and argument b) Pastoral poetry c) Ballads 

d) Free verse 

Answer: a) Satire and argument 

32. Which of the following works is by Dryden? 

a) Alexander’s Feast b) The Rape of the Lock c) The 

Task d) Adonais 

Answer: a) Alexander’s Feast 

33. Dryden’s literary career included 

a) Poetry b) Drama c) Criticism d) All of these 

Answer: d) All of these 

34. Dryden’s language is generally 

a) Polished and formal b) Rustic and simple c) Highly 

emotional d) Mystical 

Answer: a) Polished and formal 

35. Dryden’s Essay of Dramatic Poesy is written in the form 

of 

a) Dialogue b) Epic c) Ballad d) Sonnet 

Answer: a) Dialogue 
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36. Dryden’s works influenced 

a) Alexander Pope b) Samuel Johnson c) Later Neo-

classical writers d) All of these 

Answer: d) All of these 

37. Dryden criticized bad poetry through 

a) Satire b) Pastoral elegy c) Romantic lyric  

d) Gothic prose 

Answer: a) Satire 

38. John Dryden died in 

a) 1660 b) 1700 c) 1750 d) 1800 

Answer: b) 1700 

39. Dryden is regarded as the master of 

a) Heroic couplets b) Blank verse c) Free verse  

d) Ballads 

Answer: a) Heroic couplets 

40. Which of the following is NOT associated with Dryden? 

a) Mac Flecknoe b) Absalom and Achitophel c) The 

Country Wife d) All for Love 

Answer: c) The Country Wife 

41. Dryden’s poetry often reflects 

a) Political and social themes b) Nature worship only 

c) Medieval legends d) Gothic fantasy 

Answer: a) Political and social themes 

42. Dryden’s literary ideals were based on 

a) Classical discipline b) Romantic freedom  

c) Mystical symbolism d) Medieval romance 

Answer: a) Classical discipline 
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43. Which king’s reign is closely associated with Dryden’s 

literary career? 

a) Henry VIII b) Charles II c) James I d) George III 

Answer: b) Charles II 

44. Dryden’s satire is known for its 

a) Wit and sharpness b) Simplicity only c) Emotional 

sorrow d) Mythological themes 

Answer: a) Wit and sharpness 

45. Dryden’s All for Love is written in 

a) Blank verse b) Heroic couplets c) Free verse  

d) Ballad metre 

Answer: a) Blank verse 

46. John Dryden’s literary criticism helped establish 

a) Neo-classical standards b) Romantic ideals  

c) Gothic themes d) Symbolist poetry 

Answer: a) Neo-classical standards 

47. Dryden’s writings reflect the Restoration emphasis on 

a) Reason and wit b) Emotion and imagination  

c) Nature and mysticism d) Medieval romance 

Answer: a) Reason and wit 

48. John Dryden remains important because of his 

a) Versatility and literary influence b) Scientific 

discoveries c) Gothic novels d) Romantic lyrics 

Answer: a) Versatility and literary influence 

49. Dryden is remembered as the dominant literary figure of 

the 

a) Restoration Age b) Romantic Age c) Victorian Age 
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d) Modern Age 

Answer: a) Restoration Age 

50. John Dryden occupies an important place in English 

literature as a 

a) Poet, dramatist, and critic b) Scientist c) Philosopher 

only d) Historian only 

Answer: a) Poet, dramatist, and critic 

The journey of English literature from the age of Geoffrey 

Chaucer to the Restoration Age represents one of the richest 

and most remarkable developments in literary history. Over 

several centuries, English literature evolved from simple 

medieval writings into a mature and sophisticated body of 

poetry, prose, drama, satire, and criticism. Each literary age 

contributed unique ideas, themes, styles, and literary forms that 

shaped the growth of English literature and influenced future 

generations of writers. 

The literary history begins with the age of Geoffrey 

Chaucer, often called the “Father of English Poetry.” During 

the Middle English period, literature moved away from Latin 

and French influences and began to flourish in the English 

language. Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales presented realistic 

portrayals of medieval society and human nature. His use of 

humour, characterization, and vivid storytelling marked the 

beginning of a new literary tradition in English. The Middle 

English period also reflected medieval beliefs, feudal society, 

chivalry, and religion. 

The Renaissance Age brought a great cultural and 

intellectual awakening to England. Influenced by classical 

learning, humanism, and scientific curiosity, literature became 
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more creative, refined, and secular. Writers focused on human 

life, beauty, knowledge, and individual achievement. The 

Renaissance encouraged freedom of thought and artistic 

experimentation. 

The Elizabethan Age became the golden age of English 

drama and poetry. Literature flourished under the rule of Queen 

Elizabeth I. This period produced great dramatists, poets, and 

prose writers whose works remain immortal even today. 

William Shakespeare emerged as the greatest dramatist in 

English literature. His tragedies, comedies, and historical plays 

explored universal human emotions and complex characters. 

Writers such as Christopher Marlowe, Edmund Spenser, and 

Ben Jonson enriched English literature through drama, poetry, 

and satire. Imagination, patriotism, romantic spirit, and poetic 

beauty became major features of this age. 

The Jacobean Age followed the Elizabethan period and 

reflected a darker and more serious mood. Drama continued to 

dominate literature, but themes such as revenge, corruption, 

greed, violence, and moral decay became more prominent. 

Writers such as John Webster, Francis Beaumont, John 

Fletcher, and John Donne contributed significantly to literature. 

The metaphysical poets introduced intellectual depth, wit, and 

philosophical reflections into poetry. Literature of this age 

displayed both artistic brilliance and emotional intensity. 

The Restoration Age marked another important transition 

in English literature. After the return of King Charles II to the 

throne, literature reflected urban life, social manners, wit, and 

satire. Drama, especially the comedy of manners, became 

popular. Writers exposed the artificiality, hypocrisy, and moral 

weaknesses of fashionable society. William Congreve, William 
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Wycherley, George Etherege, and Aphra Behn contributed 

greatly to Restoration comedy. At the same time, writers like 

John Bunyan presented religious and moral themes through 

allegorical prose works such as The Pilgrim’s Progress. The 

period also saw the growth of prose writing, diaries, journalism, 

and criticism. 

The Restoration Age brought order, balance, reason, and 

intellectual discipline to English literature. Influenced by 

classical ideals, writers emphasized clarity, wit, satire, and 

moral instruction. Literature became more polished, refined, 

and realistic. Satire emerged as a powerful literary weapon 

against corruption, ignorance, and social evils. Alexander Pope 

perfected the heroic couplet and produced brilliant satirical 

poetry. Jonathan Swift exposed human folly and political 

corruption through sharp irony and prose satire. Essayists such 

as Joseph Addison and Richard Steele developed periodical 

essays that educated and entertained readers. The age also 

witnessed the rise of the English novel through writers like 

Daniel Defoe, Samuel Richardson, and Henry Fielding. 

From Chaucer’s Age to the Restoration Age, English 

literature underwent continuous growth and transformation. 

Poetry evolved from medieval romance to polished satire and 

reflective verse. Drama reached its peak during the Elizabethan 

and Jacobean periods. Prose developed into essays, criticism, 

journalism, and novels. Literature gradually became more 

realistic, intellectual, and socially conscious. 

Another important aspect of this literary journey is the 

changing view of human life and society. Medieval literature 

focused mainly on religion and morality, whereas Renaissance 

literature celebrated human potential and creativity. 
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Restoration literature reflected urban sophistication and social 

criticism, while Augustan literature emphasized reason, order, 

and moral refinement. Thus, literature evolved alongside 

political, social, cultural, and intellectual changes in England. 

The contribution of these literary ages remains invaluable 

because they established the foundations of modern English 

literature. Writers introduced new literary forms, experimented 

with language and style, and explored universal themes such as 

love, ambition, morality, death, power, society, and human 

nature. Their works continue to inspire readers, students, 

critics, and writers throughout the world. 

In conclusion, the period from Chaucer’s Age to the 

Restoration Age represents the gradual development of English 

literature from its early medieval roots to a mature classical 

tradition. Each age enriched literature in its own distinctive way 

and produced masterpieces that continue to occupy a 

permanent place in literary history. The combined contributions 

of poets, dramatists, essayists, satirists, and novelists during 

these centuries laid the strong foundation upon which later 

English literature was built. 
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